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For Tony and Robina – thanks for the life raft! J.D.
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Chapter One


Every year, Class Six at Malham Primary went to Claygate for school camp. It was fantastic. There was a farm, an adventure playground and best of all, Claygate Wood, a wonderful, mysterious place to explore.
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When they arrived Class Six was buzzing with excitement.


Ryan and Zeb climbed down from the bus and looked around.


“Cool!” Ryan said. “Let’s explore.”


“Not so fast, you two,” Mr Weston, their teacher, called. “Unpack first.”


Chatting and joking. Class Six boys hurried to their bunk room. Ryan and Zeb raced ahead and grabbed a bunk by the window.


They tossed for the top bunk. Zeb won.


“You can see all the way to the woods from here,” he said.


“Trust you two to get the best bunks,” Martin Davis complained.


“Tough,” Ryan said. “We were here first.”


Billy Dunmore climbed on to Zeb’s bunk and sat beside him. “I wouldn’t sleep here,” he said.
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“Why not?” Zeb asked.


“Too near the woods.”


“So?”


“So, the Claygate Hound might come and get you!”


“The what?”


“It’s a ghost dog. It has huge fangs and mad red eyes. It haunts Claygate Woods. Look!”
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Zeb stared. Something was moving amongst the trees – a dark shadowy shape.


“That’s it!” Billy hissed. “And if we can see it – it can see us. I wouldn’t sleep this near the window. Not even if you paid me!”


The chatter in the bunk room died away. Everyone was listening now. Billy smiled. He liked frightening people. He told them scary stories to make them nervous. Then he laughed at them and called them chicken or scaredy-cat.


“Shut up, Dunmore,” Ryan snapped. “It could be anything out there. It’s not your stupid ghost dog. You made that up.”
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