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A Driving Ambition



 Ever since its invention, the car has helped to reshape and define the world we live in.
The world’s roads began as routes for pedestrians and simple wooden vehicles pulled  by animals. Indeed, the word ‘car’ originated from the term ‘horseless carriage’.  But since the introduction of the automobile, roads have been completely  reinvented. Today’s motorists can enjoy a smooth and speedy ride on motorways and highways, or seek out roads with stunning scenery, thrilling turns and undulating terrain.
Over the last 140 years, there have been many different styles and models of car, but they all share two grand ambitions: effortless speed and unlimited freedom for the driver.
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1769



The First Automobile



It’s hard to imagine a world before the car, but the automobile as we know it has not been around for long. 
In 1769, a Frenchman called Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot built the very first steam-powered road vehicle. It was a strange contraption, and passers-by were alarmed by its loud hissing and explosions of steam.
Cugnot’s metal beast rolled along at 3 kilometres per hour – slower than the average walking speed – and was difficult and dangerous to control. Steam-powered vehicles were a far cry from the sleek, speedy machines of today.






	
			

			


The internal combustion engine
However, a century later, in Germany, a much more promising discovery was made. In 1876, the German inventor Nikolaus Otto designed the internal combustion engine. His idea was to mix oxygen and fuel inside a chamber, then use a spark to cause a mini explosion. This explosion made a piston bounce up and down, which in turn forced a shaft to turn a wheel.



1886



the first car
Otto’s invention was called a four-stroke engine, and by 1886, two other German designers had created high-speed versions. Their names were Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler. Benz and Daimler developed their inventions at around the same time, but Benz patented his first.
So it was that when Benz patented his three-wheeled MotorWagen, or motor carriage, in 1886, the car sprang to life.
When the first cars were driven on roads in the 1890s, people had only just got used to the idea of moving images in cinemas and music being played through a gramophone. The early cars were some of the most exciting inventions around, and people clamoured to catch a glimpse of one.
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