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INTRODUCTION


LET’S GET ORGANIZING!


Okay, are you with me? If you’re holding this book in your hands, I’m guessing yes! And I couldn’t be more excited to share Good Housekeeping’s best organizing tips and expert tricks with you in this pretty, inspiring, easy-to-use book.


With chapters dedicated to every room in your home (plus your car and backyard!), Good Housekeeping Simple Organizing Wisdom is a go-to resource to help you tackle your toughest storage and straightening problems. So whether you’re dealing with limited closet space, a too-small bathroom, or not enough laundry-room shelving, you’ll find simple solutions to help you maximize every single inch, wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling.


The best part is every chapter is broken out into smaller projects, so you won’t feel like you have to take on everything all at once. We set you up for success from the very beginning with useful advice like our 9 Daily Must-Do’s to Stay Organized Forever and The Must List, our guide to the 15 most essential organizing gadgets. Then we dive right into most people’s biggest problem area: the kitchen. You’ll learn how to streamline everything from the fridge and pantry to cupboards, drawers, and cookware. From there, we’ve got great strategies to make your living, sleeping, and home office spaces work harder than ever yet feel more beautiful all at the same time. Even utility zones like your mudroom, laundry room, and basement will look more inviting and functional.


Of course it wouldn’t be Good Housekeeping if we didn’t also offer up top-tested product picks from the experts in the Good Housekeeping Institute and feature items that carry the Good Housekeeping Seal—the most trusted third-party consumer emblem for over 100 years and the only one that comes with a two-year limited warranty!


I’ve always admired people who have a lean and streamlined home, where there’s a place for everything and everything is in its place. And I’m sure you agree, it feels great to walk through the front door and be greeted by a perfectly pristine scene—especially when it’s yours.


Happy organizing!


—Laurie Jennings
Director
Good Housekeeping Institute
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MAXIMIZE A CORNER


Nestle a bistro table and chairs in front of a built-in bench to create a casual spot to catch up with loved ones when the organizing is done.
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ORGANIZING ESSENTIALS


No professional organizer can get by without a label maker, and neither should you. It’s a home organizer’s secret weapon—along with the other 14 must-have products and double-duty life savers found in this chapter. So if you want to keep your home clutter-free forever, it’s time to stock up on our curated lists of essential tools and space-making solutions. We’ve also added time-saving ideas, important mistakes to avoid, and even a planning calendar—so you can stay on track, now and every day forward!
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LIGHT AND BRIGHT


You don’t have to commit to floor-to-ceiling color to get a space that looks balanced and inviting. Leave the upper portion white and add an energetic hue below.




















GETTING STARTED



Follow these five key strategies to kick off decluttering and optimize your organizing effort.


DON’T GET OVERWHELMED


Sure, it looks like you have a lot to do, but don’t let the size of the task make you throw in the towel right from the start. Break large jobs into smaller ones, and don’t tackle more than you can accomplish in the time you have available. Keep your eyes on the prize and have the confidence that it will all get done. Because it will!


MAKE A LIST


Walk through your home and prioritize the areas most in need of organizing help. Start with the obvious messes. The satisfaction of cleaning up a cluttered space that’s been annoying you is well worth the effort and will give you the inspiration you’ll need for the rest of the tasks that follow. Itemize within each area too, so you can cross off mini accomplishments as you make them.


SHOP FOR ORGANIZERS


Take some time to peruse the aisles or websites of home and organizing stores to see what new and innovative storage boxes, bins, caddies, and racks are on the market—and make sure to check out our Must List on the following pages. This will give you ideas about cool tools available to make better use of your space. Browse social media sites like Pinterest® and Instagram® to get inspiration from how others organize and the creative ways they solve common clutter problems.


DECIDE WHERE TO DONATE


Research charities or organizations that will accept your items or find out how to dispose of or recycle things that can’t be donated. Make arrangements to get rid of things as soon as you collect them. Many services will pick up as little as one bag of clothing. This way you’re not creating more clutter as items to be donated or tossed pile up.


DELEGATE


You didn’t clutter up your house by yourself, so you shouldn’t have to clean it up alone. Involve kids or a spouse, partner, or roommate in the process and even let them choose what decluttering jobs they’d most like to do. Be prepared to give some guidance and suggestions, then let them take ownership of the task and feel the sense of accomplishment when it’s complete. They’ll also be more likely to keep an area organized when they have a vested interest in it. Everyone wins!
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9 DAILY MUST-DO’S TO STAY ORGANIZED FOREVER



Perform these simple tasks every day, and clutter will never get the better of you again!


1 WRITE OUT A TO-DO LIST. Take a few minutes in the morning to jot down your goals for the day. Having a concrete list will keep you on track and give you a sense of accomplishment as each task is completed.


2 MAKE THE BED. Bed-making promotes productivity throughout the day and will pave the way to an organized lifestyle. And there’s no reason kids can’t be taught from an early age to make their own beds. Plus, it’s a pleasure to get into a neatly made bed at the end of a long day.


3 TEND TO CLOTHING AS SOON AS YOU TAKE IT OFF. Hang, launder, or fold every garment, and don’t let anything hit the floor. Neglected clothing can slowly build up until it has created an overwhelming mound.


4 DEAL WITH THE DISHES. A sink full of cups and plates will make your entire kitchen look and feel messy. Get into the habit of loading the dishwasher and washing dishes at the end of the day, or at least soak the dishes so you can quickly wash them the next day.


5 WIPE DOWN SURFACES. Your counters inevitably get dirty every day, so take a minute or two to wipe them before you head to bed.


6 SORT THROUGH THE MAIL. Tend to your mailbox daily to avoid a buildup of bills and to-do’s. Immediately toss junk mail into the recycling bin or shredder, and store the rest in an active inbox so it will stay on your radar.


7 ALWAYS PUT KEYS IN THE SAME SPOT. Whether it’s a hook by the front door or a catchall near the entrance, make sure your keys have a clear destination. You don’t want to spend time searching for them when you need them.


8 EMPTY POCKETS AND BAGS AT DAY’S END. Take a couple of minutes to throw away any trash you’ve acquired during the day. Place loose change in your wallet or a coin jar and make sure any loose papers are filed, shredded, recycled, or thrown away.


9 PLAN FOR TOMORROW. Before heading to bed, mentally walk through the next day and do your best to prepare for it. Set aside necessary items, plan your outfit, and pack your bag so you can grab it on the fly.




















BEST DOUBLE-DUTY ORGANIZERS



Nothing is more rewarding than finding a new use for something you already own, and we found many. Happy repurposing!
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MAGAZINE FILE


Flip this office staple on its side to create the perfect home for a stack of cans that might otherwise hog or fall off pantry shelves. It also helps you fit more cans in less shelf space.


EYEGLASSES CASE


Snag a spare case to store jewelry when packing a suitcase or to hold earbuds and digital chargers and cables so you can find them in a hurry. The hard shell protects what’s inside.


SPICE RACK


Mount long, horizontal trays designed to hold spices in your bathroom, and nail polishes and makeup tools will always be within reach. In your child’s room, they can put books on display.


GARMENT BAG


Wrapping-paper rolls never seem to stay upright and inevitably topple as you go to grab one. Store them vertically in a plastic garment bag. A clear one is best, but even one you got the last time you bought a coat would work. Then just hang it in a closet, and everything is contained.


POT LID RACK


Borrow this handy organizer from your kitchen to keep clutches, wallets, even sunglasses cases upright and orderly on your bedroom closet shelf.


MASON JAR


Often used to store dry ingredients and other nonperishables in the pantry, a lidded mason jar is a great place to store other baking supplies, like cupcake liners. Use mini ones in the office for paper clips or pushpins, too.


HANGING FRUIT BASKET


Rubber duckies and other bath toys aren’t so cute when you’re constantly tripping over them in the tub or on the bathroom floor. Hang a tiered wire fruit basket from the shower curtain rod to give playthings a permanent home. The wire design also allows toys to dry.


PILLBOX


This organizer’s tiny compartments keep your smallest earrings, rings, and pins safe at home and while you’re traveling. Put a different item in each of the Sunday-through-Saturday labeled compartments.


COAT HOOKS


Mount a row or two of coat hooks near the floor in your mudroom, and suddenly that pile of shoes turns into neatly hung rows of footwear.


WINE RACK


Those wall-mounted wine racks that hold bottles horizontally are perfect for storing extra bathroom or kitchen hand towels so they are always at the ready. Simply roll each towel tightly and slip it into a slot.


STANDING COAT RACK


Move this from your front foyer to the bedroom and hang totes and purses from it so they won’t get crushed on your closet shelf and will stay in view.


BAR CART


Organize books, stuffed animals, and even towels and toiletries on a mini three-tier kitchen trolley cart. The best part is that you can wheel or stash it wherever you want it.


DRESSER DRAWER


Before you haul an old piece of furniture out to the curb, consider repurposing the drawers as under-the-bed storage bins. Add wheels to make access even easier, and cover items to keep them clean.


PILLOWCASE


When storing coats or special-occasion clothing, cover each item with a clean old pillowcase. Cut a small hole in the sewn end and slip the case over the hanger. It breathes and won’t hold mildew-causing moisture like plastic does.


PANTS HANGER


A pants hanger makes a great jewelry hanger and can slip right into your closet. Thread bracelets and necklaces onto the rungs, and when you want to access a piece of jewelry, simply pivot out the appropriate bar or slip it off the open end.


PAPER PLATE


Tuck it between stacks of nonstick pans in your cabinet to keep them scratch-free, or in a stored cast-iron pan to absorb moisture. Use it to cover food you are reheating in the microwave, too. It offers more protection than a paper towel, and your microwave will stay cleaner.
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YOUR DECLUTTERING CALENDAR



Follow this easy checklist from our GH Institute home care experts to get sorted today, tomorrow, and beyond!


DAILY


KITCHEN


• Empty the sink every night (hand-wash dishes or run the dishwasher) and close cabinet doors.


• Remove clutter on counters. Put away food, pots and pans, and small appliances.


BATHROOM


• Straighten towels and washcloths.


• Check that shampoo, conditioner, etc., are organized in a shower caddy or put away.


• Make sure hair tools, skin-care products, and makeup are properly stored.


BEDROOM


• Make beds every morning. An unmade bed is like an invitation to be messy.


• Put away clothing and other items.


• Every night, as part of a bedtime ritual, have your child put toys into bins or other receptacles.


OFFICE & WORKROOM


• Go through the daily inbox of mail; handle, shred, or recycle.


• Avoid accidents: Store sharp tools like scissors.


GARAGE & SHEDS


• Place like items in close proximity (group together all sports gear, pet supplies, etc.).


WEEKLY


KITCHEN


• Monitor the kitchen or dining table: Put things that don’t belong on it into a bin every night. Once a week, the family member who has the most items in the bin has to put everything away.


BEDROOM


• Do a weekly visual sweep of the bed and the surrounding area and remove anything out of place.


• Change bed linens.


• Check the nightstand to see that it’s neat and organized.


• If your kids can’t walk directly to their beds from the door, they need to put away whatever is in their path.


• Reorganize garments by type if they’ve gotten mixed up.


FOYER/ENTRYWAY


• Rehang coats that have fallen and rearrange if needed.


• Place shoes and boots so they are easily accessible.


OFFICE & WORKROOM


• Take a few minutes to return everything to its rightful place so you can work with a clear mind.


GARAGE & SHEDS


• Make sure recycling bins are not overflowing. If they are, replace them with larger, or more, containers.


OCCASIONALLY


KITCHEN


• Thoroughly clean cabinets and drawers.


• Empty the fridge: Remove and discard items that are past their prime. Place the oldest items in the front.


BATHROOM


• Restock shampoo, toilet paper, etc., as needed.


• Discard meds that are past their expiration date.


BEDROOM


• Once a month do a drawer check and straightening.


• Donate (or sell) items in the closet you don’t wear.


• Place all hangers facing one direction at the start of the season. Once you’ve worn an item, face the hanger the opposite way.


OFFICE & CRAFT ROOM


• Order paper, ink cartridges, and anything that’s running low.


• Go through files and archive what you don’t need.


ATTIC & BASEMENT


• Every three months, examine emergency supplies to confirm that batteries are still good, equipment is functioning, and food and beverages aren’t leaking, damaged, or expired.
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7 ORGANIZING MISTAKES TO STOP MAKING



These are the bad habits professional organizers wish we’d break once and for all.


1 YOU PUT PAPER CLUTTER INTO NEAT PILES. Stacking mail and receipts doesn’t reduce the quantity of papers; it just rearranges them. Instead, use hanging files to separate papers into actionable categories. This will make it easier for you to see what you need to tackle now and what you need to allot time for in the future.


2 YOU HOARD GROCERY BAGS. Yes, it’s convenient to have bags at the ready for life’s messy moments. However, holding on to too many is unnecessary. Instead, keep one larger bag to hold all the other bags and don’t keep more than can fit within it, or buy a grocery-bag dispenser and mount it inside a cabinet door.


3 YOU STASH STUFF OUT OF SIGHT. You’ve heard it before: “Out of sight, out of mind.” But if you follow this rule, chances are you’re holding on to items you don’t need and, worse, don’t know you have. Even if you have space to store everything, what’s the point in keeping it? Your space should be filled with items that you actually use.


4 YOU DON’T PUT THINGS BACK. Scissors are used in many rooms, which means if you forget to put them away, they can be impossible to find. After something’s been used, it must go back to its home. This eliminates lost items and acquiring duplicates of things you already own.


5 YOU WON’T PART WITH UNWANTED ITEMS. The salt and pepper shakers your mother-in-law gave you might be adorable, but if they’re not to your taste, you should part with them. Keeping an item that you don’t like just because someone gave it to you adds to the clutter. If you are concerned about hurt feelings, let a little time pass and then quietly donate it.


6 YOU HAVE TOO MANY OPEN SHELVES. While candles, photos, and pretty kitchenware are lovely to display, open shelves can get very messy very quickly, and the items on them will need frequent cleaning. And things like personal-care products are best kept under wraps. Limit open shelving, and use it only for items you don’t access often.


7 YOU VIEW ORGANIZING AS A ONE-TIME EVENT. After sending half your closet off to Goodwill, give yourself a pat on the back. But organizing should be done regularly. Choose products and systems that work with your lifestyle, your home’s design, and your family. You’ll be more likely to stick with them.
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