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Editor’s Note


When it comes to belly-aching witticisms, no one does it quite like the Brits.


This wonderful nation has been witness to centuries of dry politicians, cut-throat comedians, hilarious writers and a whole host of other fabulously funny people just waiting to be quoted by the rest of us.


There comes a time when we’re all looking for that classic one-liner to brighten up a dull wedding speech, impart knowledge to our children or simply make us sound far funnier than we actually are. If that time is now, you’re holding the right book.


To save you trawling through a lifetime of literature, we’ve compiled the cream of the cackle- worthy crop for you to feast on. Nestled in the pages of this quotable collection are wry remarks, poignant ponderings and ticklesome treats to suit all manner of occasions.


Neatly organised into subject sections ranging from art and advice to families, friends and foreigners, the hardest thing left for you to do is pick your favourites.


So sit back, relax and prepare to free your stiff upper lip – a good old British smirk is just a page away.
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Best
OF
BRITISH


 


MY CHILDREN ARE NOT ROYAL; THEY JUST HAPPEN TO HAVE THE QUEEN FOR THEIR AUNT.


Princess Margaret
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It took me 20 years of studied self- restraint, aided by the natural decay of my faculties, to make myself dull enough to be accepted as a serious person by the British public.


George Bernard Shaw
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MY VOCAL CORDS ARE MADE OF TWEED. I GIVE OFF AN AIR OF OXFORD DONNISHNESS AND OLD BBC WIRELESSES.


Stephen Fry
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An Irishman fights before he reasons, a Scotchman reasons before he fights, an Englishman is not particular as to the order of precedence, but will do either to accommodate his customers.


Charles Caleb Colton


[image: image]


AMERICAN-STYLE ICED TEA IS THE PERFECT DRINK FOR A HOT, SUNNY DAY. IT’S NEVER REALLY CAUGHT ON IN THE UK, PROBABLY BECAUSE THE LAST TIME WE HAD A HOT, SUNNY DAY WAS BACK IN 1957.


Tom Holt
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The land of


EMBARRASSMENT


AND BREAKFAST.


Julian Barnes on Britain
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Life is unliveable to them unless they have tea and puddings.


George Orwell on the English
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THE MONARCHY IS SO EXTRAORDINARILY USEFUL. WHEN BRITAIN WINS A BATTLE SHE SHOUTS, ‘GOD SAVE THE QUEEN’ WHEN SHE LOSES SHE VOTES DOWN THE PRIME MINISTER.


Winston Churchill
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The whole strength of England lies in the fact that the enormous majority of the English people are snobs.


George Bernard Shaw
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THE ENGLISH CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD CUISINE — THE CHIP.


John Cleese
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Oats. A grain, which in England is generally given to horses, but in Scotland supports the people.


Samuel Johnson


THE IRISH ARE HEARTY, THE SCOTCH PLAUSIBLE, THE FRENCH POLITE, THE GERMANS GOOD-NATURED, THE ITALIANS COURTLY, THE SPANIARDS RESERVED AND DECOROUS — THE ENGLISH ALONE SEEM TO EXIST IN TAKING AND GIVING OFFENCE.


William Hazlitt
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I’ve sometimes thought... that the difference between us and the English is that the Scotch are hard in all other respects but soft with women, and the English are hard with women but soft in all other respects.


J. M. Barrie
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I THINK THE BRITISH HAVE THE DISTINCTION ABOVE ALL OTHER NATIONS OF BEING ABLE TO PUT NEW WINE INTO OLD BOTTLES WITHOUT BURSTING THEM.


Clement Attlee
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What two ideas are more inseparable than beer and Britannia?
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