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SPEAKING AND LISTENING• Look at the front cover illustration. Askwhat he/she thinks the book is going to beabout. 


• Ask the child what he/she already knowsabout civil rights and equality. Do theyknow when the civil rights laws came ineffect? Do they know any of the keypeople or the movements?


• How might black people have felt duringthe time of segregation? Talk about howthe child might feel if he/she were forcedto use different bathrooms or restaurantsjust because of their skin colour. ReadʻReconstructionʼ on page 29 for help.• Look at the photos of riots on pages 18,19 and 33. Ask the child why people wererioting? How does the child feel aboutriots? Discuss the positive and negativesof riots.


READING• Read the added passages andquotations from first hand accounts. Howdo they differ from the main text? What dothese add to the text? Does it help thechild better understand the Civil RightsMovement?


• Help the child learn how to properly usenon-fiction books. Ask the child to use thecontents section or index to locate therelevant section and then skim read tofind out the following questions:a. What year was Martin Luther King Jrassassinated in? 


(page 31)


b. What ship brought people from theCaribbean to the UK to start a new life?(page 24)


c. What organisation did Malcolm Xfollow after being released from prison?(page 34)


d. Where did Dr Moody set up his ownpractice? (page 20)


WRITING• Read the lyrics of ʻLondon is the Placefor Meʼ by Lord Kitchener on page 25. Askthe child to write his/her own song aboutliving in their home town. 


• Claudia Jones established the WestIndian Gazette newspaper in Englandafter many riots. Ask the child to write animagined newspaper article about whycivil rights are important.


Across the curriculum


ART• Look at the carnival dancers on page26. Decorate a mask with paint, crayons,feathers, glitter and stickers. Create yourown ʻMother of the Notting Hill Carnivalʼ athome or in the classroom. 


HISTORY• Watch a video of Martin Luther King JrʼsʻI have a dreamʼ speech(http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=20916). Discuss the speechwith the child. Did they like the speech?What did they think about all of the peoplethere listening? Ask the child to writehis/her own ʻI have a dreamʼ speech.• Using books and the Internet, researchJohn Archer. Find out what kind of workhe did for Battersea while he was mayor.Use a map of England and help the childlocate Battersea.
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Many people of African descent living in Britain and the USA todayare linked by a common history: their ancestors were forced intoslavery between the 16th and 19th centuries. Their struggle toachieve civil rights – the rights of all people to social and politicalfreedom – has been hard fought. 


Introduction



Transatlantic Slave Trade 


The Transatlantic Slave Trade resulted in millions of Africans being kidnapped andtransported, against their will, to the Americas, the Caribbean and Europe by


Europeans.From the 18th century onwards,there are many examples of peopletravelling between Britain and the USA tosupport the struggle against slavery andto improve the rights of black people. 


People such as the American activistW.E.B. Du Bois, who was one of theleaders of the Pan-African Movement, andcampaigner Claudia Jones, from Trinidad,the ‘mother of the Notting Hill Carnival’,spent time fighting for better rights forblack people in Britain.The campaignsofthe Civil Rights Movement, with theinspiring leadership of Martin Luther Kingand the radical politics of Malcolm X,shaped events on both sides of the Atlantic.


Ending discrimination


Since the 1950s, there has been steadyprogress in civil rights, particularly in makingdiscrimination in employment and educationillegal, and in making opportunities for blackpeople more widely available. In 2009,Barack Obama became the first USPresident to have African heritage. Some


pBarack Obama and his family at his victorycelebration. The Obamas are from African-American, English and Kenyan heritage.
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