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Get the most from this book



Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the ‘Now test yourself’ questions and checked your answers.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips and checklists


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The exam checklists provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Typical mistakes


The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key words are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Making links


Useful links are provided to other topics within the specification.
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Key quotes


Quotes are provided from sources of wisdom or scholars named on the specification to help you understand key concepts.
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My revision planner



Introduction to ethics


Assessment and exams


Countdown to my exams


1 Natural Law


1.1   Introduction


1.2   Aristotle’s idea of telos


1.3   Aquinas’ four tiers of law


1.4   Aquinas’ primary and secondary precepts


1.5   Applying Natural Law and the doctrine of double effect


1.6   Assessing the idea of telos


1.7   Assessing Natural Law


1.8   Summary and exam tips


2 Situation ethics


2.1   Introduction


2.2   Fletcher and agape


2.3   Four working principles and six propositions


2.4   Applying situation ethics


2.5   Situation ethics as a religious theory


2.6   Assessing situation ethics


2.7   Summary and exam tips


3 Kantian ethics


3.1   Introduction


3.2   Kant and duty


3.3   Hypothetical and categorical imperatives


3.4   Kant’s three formulations


3.5   Applying Kantian ethics


3.6   Assessing the idea of duty


3.7   Discussing Kantian ethics


3.8   Summary and exam tips


4 Utilitarianism


4.1   Introduction


4.2   Bentham: utility and the hedonic calculus


4.3   Mill’s utilitarianism


4.4   Act and rule utilitarianism


4.5   Applying utilitarianism


4.6   Assessing utilitarianism


4.7   Criticisms of utilitarianism


4.8   Summary and exam tips


5 Euthanasia


5.1   Introduction


5.2   Sanctity of life and quality of life


5.3   Autonomy and euthanasia


5.4   Acts and omissions


5.5   Natural Law and euthanasia


5.6   Situation ethics and euthanasia


5.7   Assessing the relevance of sanctity of life


5.8   Summary and exam tips


6 Business ethics


6.1   Introduction


6.2   Corporate social responsibility


6.3   Good ethics as good business


6.4   Whistleblowing


6.5   Globalisation and business


6.6   Utilitarianism and business


6.7   Kantian ethics and business


6.8   Assessing the issues


6.9   Summary and exam tips


7 Meta-ethical theories


7.1   Introduction


7.2   Ethical naturalism


7.3   Intuitionism


7.4   Emotivism


7.5   Ethical terms as objective and meaningful


7.6   Ethical terms as subjective or meaningless


7.7   Is ‘What is good?’ the key question in ethics?


7.8   Summary and exam tips


8 Conscience


8.1   Introduction


8.2   Aquinas on conscience – synderesis and conscientia


8.3   Aquinas – vincible and invincible ignorance


8.4   Freud’s psychological view of conscience


8.5   Assessing Aquinas’ theological approach to conscience


8.6   Assessing conscience as psychological or from society


8.7   Comparing Aquinas and Freud


8.8   Summary and exam tips


9 Sexual ethics


9.1   Introduction


9.2   Premarital and extramarital sex


9.3   Homosexuality


9.4   Considering Natural Law


9.5   Considering situation ethics


9.6   Do religious views still have a role in modern sexual ethics?


9.7   Considering utilitarianism


9.8   Considering Kantian ethics


9.9   Is sexual behaviour private?


9.10 Summary and exam tips


Glossary


Now test yourself – answers





Introduction to ethics



What is ethics?


Ethics refers to the branch of philosophy that deals with moral principles, specifically how we act or behave.


Ethics is not the same as study of laws: Murder is morally and legally wrong. Telling a lie in most circumstances is not against the law, but it could be viewed as morally wrong.


Ethics is not the same as customs and culture. There are different customs on how we greet others – a kiss on the cheek or a handshake, yet to fail to shake hands with someone is not usually seen as morally wrong.


Types of ethical questions


There are three main levels of ethical questions.
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Approaches to normative ethics


In normative ethics, theories are often characterised as being absolutist or relativist. An absolutist believes that moral rules are fixed and apply at all times and all places. A relativist believes that moral rules are not fixed but are dependent on situation or culture.


Ethical theories can also be characterised as deontological or teleological. A deontological ethic concentrates on whether the action itself is good – for example, is it right or wrong to steal? A teleological ethic judges the rightness of an action by the consequence; it may be acceptable to steal if your family is starving.


As a generalisation:





•  Natural Law and Kantian ethics are absolutist and deontological.



•  Utilitarianism and situation ethics are relativist and teleological.
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Key terms


Absolutism In ethics, the idea that right and wrong is fixed at all times and for all people


Deontological An ethic that is focused on the rightness or wrongness of the action itself


Relativism The idea that what is right or wrong is not fixed but is dependent on situation or culture


Teleological The idea that goodness is determined by the outcome of actions
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Typical mistake


A caution on deontological and teleological ethics


The division of ethical theories into deontological and teleological is a generalisation. It is possible to argue that Natural Law is teleological and that rule utilitarianism is not completely relativist. When thinkers put forward theories on what is right and wrong, they do not plan to be absolutist, relativist, deontological or teleological. They are put into these boxes by others at a later date!
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Ethics and religion


A key question in ethics is the relationship between God and ethics. If it is believed that God has revealed commands on how to live, for example, in the Bible or the Qur’an, then it could be argued that these commands are all that are needed and that they must be followed.


The three main views on the relationship between religion and ethics are:





1  Autonomous. Ethics is separate to theology and religion. What is right and wrong does not depend on religion at all.



2  Heteronomous. Ethics and religion depend on each other.



3  Theonomous. Right and wrong is dependent entirely on the command of God. This is sometimes known as Divine Command Ethics.





Enjoy it!


The topics you will come across in Religion and Ethics will give you theories to address some of life’s greatest questions and you will look at issues that are current and controversial. Unlike some subjects, there are no easy or agreed answers, so it is important that you are an active student of the course. This means that you don’t just passively learn different ideas but that you actually get involved in thinking about each of the topics and which of the ideas you agree with. The best students enjoy their learning and are passionate about RS.





Assessment and exams



How the assessment objectives work depends on whether you are studying Religious Studies for AS- or A-level. If you are doing an AS course then there is no level 6 and the marks are split between AO1 and AO2 evenly. If you are doing an A-level course, then 60% of the marks are for AO2. The difference in weightings does not affect the advice in this book, nor what makes an essay a good essay: you do not have to do anything different at A-level to AS-level, it’s just that how good you are at the different skills is given a different number of marks. Equally, don’t feel you have to separate out AO1 and AO2 – write a series of great paragraphs and trust the marker to filter things out!


At AS-level, your exam is 1 hour and 15 minutes and you have to do two questions (from a choice of three). At A-level, your exam is 2 hours and you have to do three questions (from a choice of four). If you are doing the AS-level, you only need Chapters 1–6 of this book; you will need all nine chapters for the full A-level. Allowing time for settling down and choosing your questions, you basically have 35 minutes at AS-level and not much more at A-level for an essay. That doesn’t seem much, but remember that the examiner will be aware of this.


Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding


You will be able to see here that the marks are gained for being able to choose the right information to help you to answer the question. Better essays come from being more precise and knowing a useful range of material which you can explain concisely. The levels of response mark scheme for AO1 is included below.






	Level (Mark)

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 1 (AO1)






	
6


(14–16)



	An excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  fully comprehends the demands of, and focuses on, the question throughout



•  excellent selection of relevant material which is skilfully used



•  accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	
5


(11–13)


(AS: 13–15)



	A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  focuses on the precise question throughout



•  very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately



•  accurate, and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding through either the breadth or depth of material used



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	
4


(8–10)


(AS: 10–12)



	A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  addresses the question well



•  good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole



•  mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	
3


(5–7)


(AS: 7–9)



	A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  generally addresses the question



•  mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material



•  some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with only partial success











	
2


(3–4)


(AS: 4–6)



	A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  might address the general topic rather than the question directly



•  limited selection of partially relevant material



•  some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with little success











	
1


(1–2)


(AS: 1–3)



	A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  almost completely ignores the question



•  very little relevant material selected



•  knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	0 (0)


	No creditworthy response







Assessment objective 2: Analysis and evaluation


AO2 is about your ability to argue in response to the question. Examiners are making an assessment of your ‘extended response’ – how well are you arguing? Can you show that you have thought about a range of different approaches to the issue in the question? Are you critical about all the points you offer? Do you develop the arguments you give rather than stating them and moving on? The levels of response mark scheme for AO2 is included below.






	Level (Mark)

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 2 (AO2)






	
6


(21–24)



	An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  excellent, clear and successful argument



•  confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue



•  views skilfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set precisely throughout



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.








	
5


(17–20)


(AS: 13–15)



	A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  clear argument which is mostly successful



•  successful and clear analysis and evaluation



•  views very well stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set competently



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.








	
4


(13–16)


(AS: 10–12)



	A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  argument is generally successful and clear



•  generally successful analysis and evaluation



•  views well stated, with some development and justification



•  answers the question set well



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.








	
3


(9–12)


(AS: 7–9)



	A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:




•  some successful argument



•  partially successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but often not fully justified



•  mostly answers the set question



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.








	
2


(5–8)


(AS: 4–6)



	A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  some argument attempted, not always successful



•  little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but with little justification



•  only partially answers the question



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation with little success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.








	
1


(1–4)


(AS: 1–3)



	A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  very little argument attempted



•  very little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted with very little justification



•  unsuccessful in answering the question



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.








	0 (0)


	No creditworthy response










Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification available from www.ocr.org.uk. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.





[image: ]







[image: ]


4–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers in the Answers section on pages 82–84.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the questions in the exam checklists in the book.



•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flashcards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders – for example, the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.
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