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FOREWORD


Jesus Christ is the outstanding personality of all time,” wrote Sholem Asch, Yiddish author and playwright. “In all history, both as Son of God and Son of Man . . . no other teacher—Jewish, Christian, Buddhist, Mohammedan—is still a teacher whose teaching is such a guidepost for the world we live in. Other teachers may have something basic for an Oriental, an Arab, or the Occidental; but every act and word of Jesus has value for all of us. Everything he ever said or did has value for us today and that is something you can say of no other man, dead or alive. There is no easy middle ground to stroll upon. You either accept Jesus or reject him.”


While there is no evidence that this famed author was a follower of Jesus Christ, he certainly believed that Jesus was who He claimed to be—and there can be no better setting for the parable of the sower told by Jesus Himself. Scripture says, “Every word of God is flawless” (Proverbs 30:5 NIV).


As Jesus walked the sandy shores of the fishing village with His disciples, it was common for large crowds to gather and follow after Him to hear His words. Some were curious. Some were skeptical. Some were burdened. Some were joyous.


The words of Jesus challenged inquiring minds.


His words convicted critical spirits.


His words comforted weary hearts.


His words captivated those who loved Him.


This is the Son of Man as the Preacher, Teacher, and Friend. This is Jesus sowing the seed of truth into stony hearts and thirsty souls. Perhaps you can picture people gathering as Jesus climbed into a boat and sat looking into faces that had been fashioned by His hands.


His lips longed to speak truth to hearts that were hostile and hearts that were humble.


His eyes peered into souls for which He would soon give His very life to die in their place.


As the waters of Galilee lapped against the boat and the lake breeze brushed across His face, the people standing at the water’s edge eagerly listened as the wise Teacher said . . .


“And a sower went out to sow . . .” (Mark 4:3 ESV).


Jesus used the parables, and especially the parable of the sower, to teach us many things, and as with all inspired Scripture, God’s Word speaks directly into people’s lives in very specific ways to help us distinguish truth from lies.


The lessons gleaned from the parables of Jesus are innumerable. Some say He spoke in riddles, but every word He spoke was truth. His truth overshadowed philosophers. His truth underscored Himself (John 1:1).


Jesus laid aside His glory to walk among men.


His steps carried Him across the plains and hillsides proclaiming forgiveness and salvation for mankind. He sowed good seed in repentant hearts.


His steps carried Him to Calvary, where He laid down His life to save the human race from sin that leads to eternal separation from almighty God. Even in death, He sowed seed that reestablished a relationship between God and man. There, the Rejected One became the Thorn-Bearer as He endured Satan’s snares and the crown of thorns placed upon Him by his captors.


But the Seed that died was resurrected, and Christ stepped from the Garden Tomb on Easter morning vacating a grave that could not hold the Savior of the world.


And we are told in Scripture to “follow in His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).


Jesus identifies Himself as the Sower of good seed (Matthew 13:37). He set the example of what He desires His followers to do: Proclaim the Word of God, the Gospel of Christ.


There have been countless believers who have obediently followed His command: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15).


I am grateful that my father, Billy Graham, has been among those who have scattered the good seed of God’s Word from city to city, country to country, and continent to continent, following in the steps of Jesus. He often says, “Evangelism is not a calling reserved exclusively for the clergy. I believe the greatest priority of the church today is to mobilize all followers of Christ to do His work. Those who do the work of sowing the seed know that much inevitably falls upon stony ground that bears no fruit, but if only a few seeds flourish, the results are manifold.”


Many may not realize that my father sowed seed as a farm boy in Charlotte, North Carolina. There is no question that the Lord implanted his heritage deep into fertile soil.


As a young man he learned the principles of sowing and planting. When God called him to preach the Gospel, he applied what he had learned early in life—preparing, planting, and harvesting. These have served as the blueprint for ministry: prepare the soil in prayer, plant the seed of the Gospel by faith, and harvest souls for God’s kingdom.


This is my purpose for encouraging people of faith to sow seed through prayer and action. We must pray for revival in the church. We must be proactive in working to turn our nation back to God by praying for, and supporting, those who will seek leadership roles in our schools, communities, and government—standing for the biblical principles that made our nation strong and blessed by the Lord.


Never before have I seen such a sharp rift in the moral and spiritual fabric of our country. The cross of Christ is the dividing line between the righteous and the unrighteous, between the deceitfully dark powers of evil and the liberating light of the Gospel, between the virtues of godly living and the unfettered lusts of corrupt, debased passions. The wisdom and power of the cross appear as foolishness to those who suppress the truth and rebel against its claims. We are a people and a nation in imminent danger.


In the secular age, the influence of biblical principles and values has a diminishing impact upon education, government, and politics. Christians are not just simply tolerated—we are under constant, unrelenting assault for our beliefs and practices. “America the Beautiful” is under assault by rocks of political correctness, by dirty birds that feed on immorality, and by the briars that are choking the very life out of a nation that once proclaimed “In God we trust.” Washington and our political system are fractured. We’ve seen violence at political rallies. One candidate is under investigation by the FBI. Another candidate says we need a political revolution. One thing I’m sure of—what America really needs is a spiritual transformation from the godless to the godly!


It will only happen if we turn back to God, who offers true freedom. The urgent need for our nation is obvious: to humble ourselves before Him with repentance and through prayer, asking Him to intervene for His glory and honor.


This has been the focus of my Decision America Tour, going across the nation, to all fifty states, to lead prayer rallies on the Capitol steps. Our nation is broken—politically, morally, and spiritually. Only almighty God can heal our nation—but it starts in the individual heart—welcoming the seed of Gospel truth, repenting of sin with hearts willing to be transformed, and embracing the whole truth and then resolving to make biblical principles the deciding factor by voting to restore the moral fiber of our nation. We must pray fervently that God will turn our nation back to Him who blessed it in the first place.


I have been asked many times if my father would be involved in calling the church and a nation back to God through such a program as Decision America. My friend, if my father were my age today, he would be leading it. While declining health and old age have silenced his powerful voice, his prayers are not silenced.


I trust that this book will be a tool in your hands to help you realize your own potential for sowing the seed of truth wherever your footsteps take you. The story that follows will tap your reserves and put your feet in motion as you step out of your comfort zone and into the fields of harvest, for the time is coming when Christ Himself will step down from the clouds of glory for the great harvest gathering. The task is not confined to preachers and missionaries. We can all be sowers of the Gospel truth even in a time of lies.


God bless you as you put your hand to the plow as a faithful sower and follow in the steps of the Sower.


Franklin Graham
Boone, North Carolina
April 2016





INTRODUCTION


An all-out frenzy at the turn of the century was called Y2K. The entire world was terrorized by the idea that it would crash and burn as the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Eve. Some airlines parked their fleet on December 31, 1999, in fear that if planes took flight they could drop from the air. People huddled around televisions that scrolled speculations, fueling fears. News anchors spoke of potential catastrophic devastation.


The growing alarm was over two little numbers, 00. Doubt mounted as to whether existing computers could distinguish between 1900, the start of the twentieth century, and 2000 marking the beginning of the twenty- first century. (Computer data had been programmed to use only the last two digits of the year.) Fear escalated, as people believed that a little glitch in cyberspace would confuse the centuries. Global doomsday fears mounted.


Worldwide businesses, industries, and governments had been convinced that existing technology could not decipher the difference. The solution? Dump millions of computers and replace them with the latest and greatest before the new century arrived.


JUST A GLITCH


As the nations watched with bated breath, eyes were transfixed on the outlying islands in the Pacific Ocean, the first that would see the dawn of the third millennium. A frantic population, which had just celebrated the biggest holiday of all by watching How the Grinch Stole Christmas, shook in its boots thinking that the world was coming to an end.


But the ringing in reverberated well into the morning hours with billowing sighs of relief, and then with explosive celebrations—the world had not blown up! And the Glitch did not steal the New Year, as evidenced by the “antiquated” computers that easily made the leap into another day, another dollar.


The biggest news flash was not the fireworks that went off on January 1, but the tech stock that skyrocketed in the early days of the new millennium, eventually causing the bubble to burst. Nations watched the economic decline bulldoze hopes and dreams. Called the “hoax of the millennium,” an online article posted, “Since the Internet has made instant communication possible between the furthest reaches of the globe, rumors and innuendo have spread faster than a sneeze on a crowded bus.” A story that affected the entire world seemed to set the stage for the twenty-first century to fast become known as the Era of Fraud.


JUST A GAME


So it shouldn’t come as a surprise that contrasting “truth and lies” has become a wildly popular pastime used for cultivating comradery.


“Two Truths and a Lie.” It’s a game.


It’s used as an “ice breaker” for effective team- building.


It helps people get to know one another, social media claims.
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