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INTRODUCTION






This uplifting collection of stories goes to show what many of us already know: that our feline friends are some of life's most steadfast companions. So many of the cats featured in these pages have given their owners or rescuers unwavering loyalty, comfort and support, having a huge and sometimes life-changing impact on these people's day-to-day existence. There are the cats who care, providing friendship for the lonely, comfort to the sick and tending to humans or animals in their hour of need.




  Then there are the superhero cats, capable of everything from rescuing their owners from diabetic comas to sensing danger, whether in the form of an intruder, a volcanic eruption or a dangerous animal attack. 




  There are also the famous cats, from social media stars to those owned and cared for by world leaders either as pets or pest controllers, finding themselves in the public eye and having their every move scrutinized by the public and press. But, above all, they are often simply members of the family who brighten up a home setting and return the love they receive in the best way they know how.













BANDIT: THE GUARD CAT






Fred Everitt was a retiree living in Tupelo, Mississippi, USA, with his adopted cat Bandit, whom he met at the Tupelo-Lee Humane Society four years previously. The home Fred shared with his calico cat was in the suburb of Belden and one July night in 2022, they had unexpected visitors. 


  In the early hours, Fred was awoken by Bandit meowing loudly in the kitchen downstairs. Bandit then ran upstairs and started pulling the blankets from Fred's bed before jumping on top of him – quite a force to reckon with given her 9.1 kilogram weight! Bandit then clawed at Fred's arms to get his attention. 




  Fred realized something must be wrong for Bandit to be acting so out of character, so got out of bed to investigate. He saw two young men outside his back door trying to break in. One held a handgun, while the other was trying to pry the door open with a crowbar. 




  The sight of movement inside the house clearly spooked the would-be intruders as, by the time Fred had returned to the kitchen with a weapon of his own, they had fled. 


  Fred said: "You hear of guard dogs. This is a guard cat. It did not turn into a confrontational situation, thank goodness, but I think that's only because of the cat." 


  Bandit's story was shared on social media and prompted users to share their own stories of family feline heroism. One woman credited her cat Jaxxon with being a "hero" and told how one night he had woken her very quietly to let her know there were people in the house. With her two daughters in her bedroom, she shut the door and the family were left alone. 













BARNEY: THE MUSICAL CAT






Barney became an unlikely TikTok sensation when his owner uploaded a video of him playing a keyboard. Musicians on social media took note.




  The ginger cat lives with his musician human Marsel Gilmanov in Moscow, who every now and again likes to join his feline friend in a duet. Barney uses his front paws to gently push the keys in a style many have likened to experimental jazz.




  Following the introduction of TikTok's Duet feature, musicians using the video-sharing social media site have been able to layer their own accompaniment over Barney's riffs to collaborate with the talented mog. And while the height of Barney's TikTok fame came during the time of pandemic-related restrictions, this clever function enables musicians to virtually collaborate with anyone on the site – even musical animals.




  While Barney's efforts at improv jazz might seem a little sparse on their own, they really come to life when others step in and follow Barney's musical lead in order to add something to the mix and enhance the tune. While @akizguitar added some classical guitar, it wasn't long before a third collaborator, vocalist @egglemonade, contributed to the mix by adding a lounge vibe and really strengthening the mood. Bassist Jeffin Rodegheri also wanted a piece of the action and layered some four-string stylings over Barney's experimental plinking.




  Barney's videos feature on his owner's account @mars.gilmanov, which has thousands of followers – who, let's face it, are here for the cat. Most of the videos on offer capture Barney tinkling on the electronic ivories – which really is a sight worth seeing. He's brought such joy to so many in the social media community that one wonders if he could be the first cat to win an Ivor Novello Award. 













BART: BACK FROM THE DEAD






Bart was a cat that certainly made people think about the nine lives theory. When the black-and-white cat from Tampa, Florida, was hit by a car one night in 2015, his owner was sure he had died in the accident. The owner decided to bury his pet, but five days later Bart re-emerged – injured, matted and hungry. 




  Poor Bart had a broken jaw, a ruptured eye and was covered in cuts and bruises. He was dehydrated and meowing for food, but he was definitely alive. His owner assumed Bart had regained consciousness after being buried in a shallow grave and had somehow managed to claw his way out.




  Bart was rushed to the Humane Society of Tampa Bay where his damaged eye was removed, his jaw was wired and he was given a feeding tube. 




  After his miraculous rescue, word spread across the internet of the "zombie cat" who had returned from the dead to live out another of his nine lives. Cat lovers the world over were moved by Bart's remarkable tale of bravery and donations flooded in from all corners of the globe. Bart's medical bills came to a whopping $11,000, but with $9,000 in donations and the rest kindly covered by the Humane Society, he was on the road to recovery. 




  The Humane Society's executive director Sherry Silk said: "How many cats can crawl out of a grave? He deserves it.  I can't even imagine how he must have felt. He's just a really wonderful, patient, loving cat."




  Bart's story doesn't end there. As he recovered from his injuries and the time drew near for him to return home to his owner, extra details about Bart's accident and burial began to emerge. 




  The Humane Society decided that under no circumstances should Bart return to his previous life, issuing the following statement: "We are prepared to fight for the best interests of this cat. We hope the family will do the right thing and surrender Bart to our care so that we can find an appropriate environment for him to live out his life." 




  A legal battle followed as the owner fought for his cat and the Humane Society fought for Bart's future well-being. The shelter refused to give up, however, and after $5,000 in legal fees and 20 months, the Humane Society decided to offer the owner $5,000 for full custody of the life-loving cat. 




  A member of staff at the shelter who had been fostering Bart immediately offered to adopt him, making him a permanent member of her family along with her two other cats with whom Bart soon got along famously.




  After the legal resolution, Sherry said: "This cat has a spirit like no other and he was determined to live."













BEAU: IMPECCABLE BEDSIDE MANNER






David adopted Beau for mutual companionship, but never dreamed of the role his new cat would go on to play in his life. 




  He knew she was special when he first laid eyes on her at the Cats Protection shelter. No other cat had been living at the shelter for as long as Beau – she was overweight and had a heart murmur. An eight-year-old tortoiseshell, she was considered an older feline and the search for a forever home for her had been something of a struggle. David, who lives in Carmarthenshire in Wales, said: "She had been passed up by lots of people, but something about her caught my eye." 




  Eighteen months after Beau came to live with him, David was diagnosed with an incurable blood cancer. After his diagnosis, Beau began to follow him around the house, refusing to leave his side. She would remain as close to him as she possibly could and on the days when he couldn't leave his bed she was there to comfort him by nuzzling up to him and purring. If his breathing became shallow while he was asleep, Beau would bat David's face with her paw to wake him up and make sure he was OK. David was grateful that his feline companion gave him "something to focus on" during an extremely difficult time. 




  Beau's caring bedside manner has led David to nickname her his "fluffy nurse". Before his diagnosis he claims to have not needed to visit the doctor for 40 years. Then one day he developed an incredibly sharp pain in his right shoulder, as if someone were "sticking a knife in me all the time", he said. After an initial diagnosis of the inflammatory lung condition pleurisy, David returned to the doctor when the pain moved from his shoulder to the base of his spine. 




  Following a round of tests in hospital, David was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, which he was told was incurable but treatable. He began treatment right away. 




  Beau's attentiveness reached new heights when David returned from hospital, as if she knew he needed extra care and she was going to do all she could to provide it. David said: "She'd lay alongside me, she'd sit alongside me, she just didn't leave me. She obviously knew that I was ill because I was always in bed and she took to sleeping up on my shoulder by my head."




  Going through chemotherapy posed new challenges. David would often feel unsteady on his feet, but Beau would be there to keep an eye on him whenever needed – such as when he was showering – and she diligently kept up her night-watch duties, aware when something was not right. 




  David said: "She obviously sensed it so she would either put her nose against my nose and breathe on me, or her whiskers would make me wake up. Or if I didn't react to it, she would sit there and with her right paw she'd tap my face and wake me up."




  In May 2022, David underwent a stem cell transplant and began a monthly medication programme. His health had greatly improved, but Beau was true to her "fluffy nurse" role and continued to stay by his side. David said: "She just follows me around like a dog, she's a brilliant little cat." Beau was shortlisted in the National Cat Awards 2023 in recognition of her care and attentiveness in her owner's time of need.




  David said: "She just gives back love and affection and I think she's brilliant. She is one in a million cats."


















Did you know?








Cats are thought to be one of the few animals on the planet that cannot taste sugar. Cats have taste buds, but the receptors on their tongues responsible for detecting sweetness are not very sensitive so they have a distinct lack of a sweet tooth. Rather, cats' taste receptors are tuned in to detect meaty flavours, which is why they are carnivores.





















BOB: THE STREET CAT WITH A BIG HEART






In 2007, recovering heroin addict James Bowen was struggling. After years of sleeping rough on the streets of London, in the UK, he was working as a street musician attempting to scrape a bit of money together each day and living in a one-bedroom council flat. He was taking life one step at a time, hoping something positive that could turn his life around might be just around the corner.




  That's when Bob walked into his life. James came across the hungry ginger cat in the stairwell of his building and noticed he had a rather nasty wound on his leg. He pitied the cat, but felt in no fit state to help as he was struggling to make ends meet. 




  A couple of days later, the cat was still there. Clearly a stray, the cat needed help and James decided to take him to the RSPCA, who diagnosed an abscess and prescribed antibiotics. James spent the little money he had on medication for the cat and took him home. That's when he named him Bob. 




  Adopting Bob was never supposed to be a permanent arrangement. James felt he could ill afford to look after himself, let alone another creature, and assumed Bob would want to move on as soon as he was feeling better. But Bob proved to be a loyal companion to James and showed his gratitude to the musician by never wanting to leave his side. 




  When James returned from a day busking on the street, Bob would be waiting for him. When he left the house to head out for a day's work, Bob wanted to come too. In fact, Bob wanted to be with James all the time. It wasn't long before James felt he had no choice but to take Bob with him wherever he went. He would walk the streets of London with Bob on his shoulder and perform for the city's commuters and residents with Bob at his side.




  Bob's presence really turned things around for James. People started to notice him as he sat on the street and played his music; they would even stop to talk to him and take photos of him and Bob. People were far more generous with their spare change when Bob was around and James found he was earning far more than he ever had before. This newfound wealth enabled James to get Bob microchipped and vaccinated, and he even bought him a little harness to keep him safe on the streets.




  In 2008, after a few brushes with the London police for busking where he shouldn't have been, James decided to start selling The Big Issue, a magazine published globally and sold on the streets by homeless and long-term unemployed people. With Bob still at his side daily, the pair attracted loyal customers and something of a following on social media. 




  A literary agent caught sight of James and Bob online and reached out to James about writing a book. Along with a ghostwriter he put pen to paper and in 2012 A Street Cat Named Bob was published. The book was a roaring success and was translated into 40 different languages. Eight books followed over the years and by 2020 more than 8 million copies had been sold. Bob became a feline celebrity and regularly made public appearances. In 2013 he was awarded the Tails of the Unexpected Honour at the British Animal Honours – a prestigious event celebrating Britain's most extraordinary creatures.




  James was overwhelmed and wanted to give something back. When times had been hard, the Blue Cross charity had often treated Bob with no charge and the organization was responsible for regularly saving the lives of many other animals in great need. James and Bob launched a campaign that raised more than £20,000 for the charity. 




  James said: "The wonderful thing about all this is I have a purpose now. I can help with the Blue Cross, with drug rehabilitation and homeless programmes. I am able to do all of this, just from my voice, just from saving one cat. It's amazing to be able to give back."




  In 2016 the original book was adapted into a film and in 2020 a sequel was released. Tragically, in 2020, Bob died after being hit by a car. His legacy was something else: the effect he had on his owner's life was profound and this exceptional street cat had touched the hearts of millions of people worldwide.


















Did you know?








In the wild, adult cats do not meow – this sound is reserved for kittens. The meow from our cats is thought to be a result of domestication; a way for them to get our attention. Cats have learned that their meows provoke certain responses. For example, the meow is actually a purr mixed with a high-pitched cry and, according to studies, much like a baby's cry, humans find these sounds difficult to ignore.





















BRIAN: A WALK IN THE CLOUDS






In March 2023, on a JetBlue flight between Southern California and New York City, a grey-and-white cat was found wandering the aisles. 




  Much to the surprise of those on board, a flight attendant held the cat up for all to see and appealed to the passengers in the cabin in the hunt for the creature's owner.




  Author and columnist Yi Shun Lai shared a photograph on Twitter of this incident and wrote: "On last night's @JetBlue flight, ONT-JFK: 'Is anyone missing a CAT. A grey-and-white CAT.' Yes I woke up for this."




  It wasn't long before the cat's owners were located – as it turned out, the cat's name was Brian and he had somehow escaped from his carrier and gone for a stroll to explore the plane.




  Yi Shun's tweet went viral, attracting more than 133,000 likes. Brian's owner Alexis also provided an update: "He's doing great! My partner and I travel with him in a cat-backpack and the bottom flap isn't very secure. So Brian must've nudged it open while we were asleep."




  She added: "Thank you for all the love, he's safe and sound but definitely not sorry."




  One social media user said: "Retired flight attendant here. My dream flight would have been one full of cats and dogs, no humans."




  In January of the same year, a cat was found wandering about on a flight from Dallas to San Francisco. A video on social media site TikTok shows the flight attendant holding the tabby cat as if it were "a bomb" and walking up the aisle showing the creature to the passengers in an attempt to locate its owner. The owner is seen rushing down the aisle to retrieve their pet who had escaped from its carrier to cause a little chaos onboard.




  One social media user commented: "Honestly, the loose cat would make my flight 10,000 x better". Another said: "Was the seatbelt light on? No, then isn't he free to move around the cabin?"













CASPER: THE COMMUTING CAT






A black-and-white mog had been living at an animal rescue centre in Weymouth, Dorset, UK, when he was adopted by Susan Finden. Susan realized quickly that he was an independent cat who liked his space and often wandered off. She decided to name him Casper after Casper the Friendly Ghost due to his propensity for disappearing. 




  Susan started hearing reports of Casper visiting nearby offices and businesses, crossing busy roads to get there, clearly unafraid of heavy traffic and large vehicles. Fearing for his safety, she tried to keep him indoors, but he always managed to get out.




  In 2006, Susan moved to Plymouth in Dorset. She would go to work each day, leaving Casper at home and only dreaming of what he might be getting up to while she was out. It was almost three years before Susan discovered that Casper had in fact been regularly trotting up to the bus stop opposite her house. Here he would wait in line with the other passengers, before boarding a bus when it came along. Once he had located a seat, he made himself comfortable for the 11-mile journey all the way into the city centre and back to the bus stop opposite his house. The drivers quickly became accustomed to their feline passenger and knew which bus stop to let him off the bus.
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