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  General Summary


  The French and Indian War changed the balance of power in North America in favor of the British. The French were driven out by a coalition of Britons, colonists, and Indians. However, once peace returned, these groups began to quarrel, and the situation in North America became more fragile every day. The colonists and the British held deep resentment toward each other following the war, stemming most particularly from the poor relations between British and colonial troops. Indian tribes feared that the British would allow the colonists to invade their tribal lands, and thus conducted attacks against the British in North America in attempt to stave off western settlement. Eventually, the British passed the Proclamation of 1763, limiting colonial expansion to appease the tribes, but this angered the colonists, who thought that Britain should stay out of North American affairs all together.


  The next ten years consisted of a string of British impositions on the colonies, as if to test the limits of Parliament's power in North America. The first of these impositions was the use of writs of assistance, which allowed customs agents to search any building or ship without a specific warrant. The colonists saw this as a great infringement upon their natural rights. The effect of the writs was compounded by the advent of the Sugar Act, which put tight regulations on American trade, and provided for jury-less trials for accused smugglers. The colonists were greatly inconvenienced by this act, but full- fledged opposition to the British was hesitant in coming.


  Parliament passed the Stamp Act in March 1765, requiring all colonists to buy specific watermarked paper for all newspapers and legal documents. Due to the Stamp Act's wide effect throughout the colonies, and the fact that it placed an internal tax on the colonies, it roused significant opposition. As violence broke out all over the colonies, the groups such as the Loyal Nine and the Sons of Liberty took control of the resistance and mobilized the citizenry in efforts to pressure Parliament to repeal the act. The culmination of the Stamp Act crisis was the strategy of non-importation undertaken by colonial businessmen, severely damaging the British economy and forcing repeal.


  However, it was not long before the British again offended the colonists. Tension rose up around the Quartering Act in New York in 1766, and Parliament threatened to remove the colony's power of self-government if it did not comply with British orders. In 1767, Parliament passed the Townshend duties, a series of taxes on certain imported goods clearly designed to raise revenue for the British treasury and undertaken by Parliament in the hope of establishing a fund with which to pay the salaries of colonial governors.


  The corruption with which the Townshend duties were enforced caused the tide of colonial opposition to rise to new heights. After the Boston Massacre the colonists became convinced that the British government planned to suppress them by force and deny them the right to self-government. Organized political resistance arose in the form of the Committees of correspondence, which linked the colonies in a network of political thought and action. The committees of correspondence would help lead the colonists into the Revolutionary War.


  Context


  Throughout most of the history of the American colonies up until the mid- eighteenth century, the colonists had been allowed to live in relative isolation under a policy called salutary neglect. Britain's hand was only felt lightly in the government of the individual colonies, each of which had a legislature that passed laws and taxed the colonial citizens as it saw fit. Despite this political isolation, the overwhelming majority of colonists remained loyal to the king, and recognized British Parliament as the ultimate source of governmental authority. Relations with Britain were amiable, and the colonies relied on British trade for economic success and on British protection from other nations with interests in North America.


  In 1756, the French and Indian War broke out between the two dominant powers in North America: Britain and France. Basically an imperial struggle for land, by the end of the war in 1760 the British had effectively driven the French out of America, gaining control of the territory from the east coast to the Mississippi River. The 1763 Treaty of Paris ceded all French lands to Britain, and decided the colonial fate of the continent. Shortly after the end of the war, the British government dropped its policy of salutary neglect and attempted to gain tighter control over its holdings in North America. Further, the British wished to force the colonies to share in the responsibility for the monumental debt built up during the French and Indian War.


  Heightened interaction between the colonies and mother country led to a steady decline in the relationship between the two parties. During the period from 1763 to 1773, Parliament and the colonies grew increasingly antagonistic. The issues that would continue at the fore throughout the revolution were first brought to light during this period, and the lines of political battle were drawn. The ideology of revolution was built upon the principles that inspired the colonists to act during the decade leading up to the revolution. Most notable was the cry of "no taxation without representation," and later "no legislation without representation," which, raised by the colonists, defined their primary quarrel with the British government.


  Also during this period of antagonism, opposition to parliamentary meddling in colonial affairs developed into organized political action. The colonies, which up until now had lived not only in isolation from Britain, but also in isolation from each other, began to communicate and unify. Groups such as the Sons of Liberty, who coordinated massive demonstrations throughout the colonies, transformed the initial anti-parliament opposition from disorganized rabble into well-directed, militaristic forces. The committees of correspondence kept the colonies informed and coordinated a united front of political action. The 1773 Stamp Act Congress was the first pan-colonial meeting of political leaders. All of these organizations were key in the development of the political unity and efficient communication among colonies that was necessary for the undertaking and winning of the Revolutionary War.


  The period from 1763 to 1773 mobilized political actors in the colonies and gave them the issues on which to base a rebellion. This period set the stage for the rapid descent into the revolution that ended with the colonies breaking free from the grasp of the British king and parliament. Once the war was finished the newly formed United States undertook a long period of state building, during which the offenses of the British government in the period leading up to the revolution were very much on the minds of political leaders. 1763 to 1773 was both prelude and forge to the birth of a nation.


  Important Terms, People, and Events


  Terms


  
    Committees of Correspondence - Committees of Correspondence were organized by New England patriot leader Samuel Adams and made up a system of communication between patriot leaders in the towns of New England and eventually throughout the colonies. Committees of Correspondence provided the political organization necessary to unite the colonies in opposition to Parliament.

  


  
    Declaratory Act - The Declaratory Act stated that Parliament could legislate for the colonies in all cases. Passed just after the repeal of the Stamp Act, most colonists interpreted the act as a face-saving mechanism and nothing more. However, Parliament continually interpreted the act to its broadest extent and continued to try to legislate in the colonies.

  


  
    Letters From a Pennsylvania Farmer - This series of twelve letters published by John Dickinson denounced the Townshend duties, demonstrating that many of the arguments employed against the Stamp Act were valid in regard to the Townshend duties as well. The letters inspired anti-parliament sentiment throughout the colonies.

  


  
    Loyal Nine - The Loyal Nine was a group of Boston merchants and artisans that formed during the Stamp Act crisis to lead the public in attempts to drive the stamp distributors from the city. This was one of the first steps toward political organization in the colonies.

  


  
    Quartering Act - The Quartering Act was enacted in 1765, requiring colonial assemblies to pay for certain supplies for troops stationed within their respective colonies. In 1767, New York, the colony in which the greatest number of troops were stationed, refused to comply with the law, provoking parliament to threaten the nullification of all laws passed by the New York colonial legislature.

  


  
    Salutary Neglect - Salutary neglect refers to the state of Anglo-American relations before the end of the French and Indian War. British Parliament did not interfere in the government of the colonies, and America existed in relative political isolation.

  


  
    Sons of Liberty - The Sons of Liberty were the successors of the Loyal Nine as the leaders of the opposition to the Stamp Act. They brought a new level of sophistication to the mass demonstrations, prohibiting their followers to carry weapons and using strict discipline and military formations to direct the protestors.

  


  
    Stamp Act - The Stamp Act required Americans to buy special watermarked paper for newspapers and all legal documents. Violators faced juryless trials in vice-admiralty courts, just as under the Sugar Act. The Stamp Act provoked the first truly organized response to British impositions.

  


  
    Sugar Act - The Sugar Act lowered the duty on foreign-produced molasses from six pence per gallon to 3 pence per gallon, in attempts to discourage smuggling. The act further stipulated that Americans could export many commodities, including lumber, iron, skins, and whalebone, to foreign countries, only if they passed through British ports first. The act also placed a heavy tax on formerly duty- free Madeira wine from Portugal. The terms of the act and its methods of enforcement outraged many colonists.
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