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“I am delighted to hear of the publication of Dr. Kenneth Ulmer’s new book, Passing the Generation Blessing. The theme addresses an essential value that every family should embrace, and the author is a leader who has modeled this message in his ministry, marriage, and home. Ken is a personal friend, in whom I can fully attest to the depth of his character, strength of his ministry, verification of his ability, and the fruitful impact of his ministry in Los Angeles, across the United States, and in nations of the world where he has ministered.”


Jack Hayford


Chancellor emeritus, The King’s University


“In this insightful work, my good friend Dr. Kenneth Ulmer challenges, encourages, and convicts us about the absolute necessity of providing a spiritual legacy for the next generation. Passing the Generation Blessing will equip God’s people to fight and win the battle for ourselves and for those who are looking to us to victoriously guide them into the future of God’s blessing.”


Dr. Tony Evans


President, The Urban Alternative Senior pastor, Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship


“From the many books written by Dr. Kenneth Ulmer, a prolific speaker, author, and scholar, I find none more compelling or important to the believer than this new release, Passing the Generation Blessing. With more than fifty years of ministry experience, one of my greatest heartbreaks is to see how few leaders pass a legacy to the next generation. Pastors rarely prepare for their successor, dads fail to bless their children, church leaders build ministries without making disciples, and the next generation waits for someone to pass them the baton … but they wait in vain. This book will ignite a new passion that will drive you to biblical, Spirit-filled action. Bless and empower the next generation before it’s too late.”


Larry Titus


President, Kingdom Global Ministries


“I have been great friends with Ken for many years, and I believe God has uniquely gifted him to make the Bible relevant in every area of our lives. In his new book, Passing the Generation Blessing, he explains how important it is for us to share the stories about God’s work in our lives, because our testimonies can change lives. If you want to have an impact on the next generation, you have to tell your story!”


Robert Morris


Lead senior pastor, Gateway Church Bestselling author of The Blessed Life, The God I Never Knew, and Frequency


“For the better part of my life I have had a front-row seat to view the faithfulness of God as both told and modeled by the life and ministry of my godfather, Bishop Kenneth Ulmer. What he writes in this book, he has done for me—passed the baton. Bishop Ulmer is not entering the winter years of his life as some curmudgeon, but as a godly patriarch who is leveraging the odometer of his life to invest in the coming generations for a time he will not see. Reading Passing the Generation Blessing, you will be inspired to tell your story!”


Bryan Loritts


Senior pastor, Abundant Life Christian Fellowship,


Mountain View, CA Author of Insider/Outsider


“Challenging. Provoking. Encouraging. Biblical. Hopeful. Wow! These are some of my first responses to Passing the Generation Blessing by my friend Bishop Kenneth Ulmer. His ability to translate ancient biblical texts into twenty-first-century parlance is unparalleled. However, what I love most about this book is that the messenger is the message. Bishop Ulmer’s internal personal congruence is personified in this book. You’ll learn, grow, and share this with all Christian leaders you know—I did.”


Sam Chand


Leadership consultant and author of Leadership Pain


“Kenneth Ulmer takes you through a transformative path to partner with the next generation by passing on a godly legacy. He is a prolific writer, leader, pastor, and brother in Christ. Our partnership stems from our history with Empowered21, a network of global ministries addressing the challenges of the Spirit-empowered church in the twenty-first century. Passing the Generation Blessing is a much-needed resource that will benefit both parents and children. The practical stories and history that flow forth from this book will enrich your life far beyond the time you spend reading them and will help you further engrain many of life’s lessons God shares with us in His Word.”


Ossie Mills


Vice president of communications and marketing, Oral Roberts University Executive director, Empowered21


“This generation is longing to be fathered, mentored, and nurtured by those who have walked under a grace and favor that must be released so that generations to come will fulfill the call on their lives. Passing the Generation Blessing is a seminal work that must be read by all who lead in this milieu.”


Jody Moore


Senior pastor, Praise Tabernacle Bible Church, Chino, California


“Often times as followers of Christ, many of us lose our way. We lose our identity. We lose our purpose. In his new book, Passing the Generation Blessing, my dear brother Bishop Ken Ulmer points us to the way back and the way up by clearly illuminating our path to be blessed and to be a blessing. Today the world is ever so lost and broken. What is to come for the next generation? We are all called to the way of truth and righteousness by passing on the generation blessing. Thank you, Bishop Ulmer, for writing this powerful and anointed treatise, and may God be glorified in all we do.”


Frank Sontag


Founder, KMG Ministries


“Why do organizations and nations gradually decline over time? Why is it that the first generation generates; the second generation motivates; the third generation speculates; and the fourth generation dissipates? The answer is found in how the leader passes the baton of blessing to the next generation. In Passing the Generation Blessing, Dr. Kenneth Ulmer clearly explains how to pass the leadership blessing to the generations that follow for multipliable and maximized success! Dr. Ulmer teaches us how to prepare, plan, and process for ‘generational wins!’”


Dr. James O. Davis


Founder and president, Cutting Edge International Global Church Network, Orlando, Florida


“An inheritance is lost and succession broken when the impartation of those who have journeyed well is not carefully bestowed upon capable sons and daughters. Equally as distressing is the reality of successors who dismiss the lasting value in the wisdom and blessing of well-seasoned leaders. Dr. Kenneth C. Ulmer, in Passing the Generation Blessing, builds a masterful case for intergenerational continuity and revives the mandate for us to not only ‘run well’ but to ‘finish well.’”


Wayne Chaney Jr.


Senior pastor, Antioch Church of Long Beach


“I can think of no one better to communicate the importance of this generational ‘passing on’ than Bishop Ken Ulmer. Filled with biblical depth and practical guidance for those who are at the season of imparting and for the coming generation who won’t be all they can be without that impartation, Passing the Generation Blessing is a must-read.”


Steve Riggle


Founding pastor, Grace Church (grace.tv)
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We journey through life as links in a divine chain. Our lives are synthesized with the lives of gifts from God. We press toward the mark with partners of prayer who inspire us to look beyond ourselves and reach into the future. I honor a few of those from whom I have received blessings and through whom I have released blessings.


To my partner in life, Togetta … For over four decades, you have been and forever shall be the apple of my eye, the beat of my heart, the wind beneath my wings. Christ has been my Savior. You have been my sweetheart.


To my partners in ministry, Len Sweet and James Davis … You have inspired, encouraged, and enriched my life. We have traveled the globe together, bridging generations for the kingdom.


To my partner on the podium, Barbara Allen … God granted us the honor of leading His people into His presence. You have been a gift to my life.


To my parent in the Spirit, Larry Titus … I am constantly amazed at how you juggle those of us who call you father, and treat us as an only child.


To Dr. Melvin Wade … I am honored to have come forth from your spiritual loins. You passed the baton of scholastic and theological excellence, and blessed me with a hunger and thirst for the Word of God.


To The Men of Macedonia: Jody Moore, Demetrius Miles, Wayne Chaney, De’Andre Salter, and Van Moody … I am constantly humbled and honored to call you sons. You are gifts to my life. I pass the baton of global influence to you. Steward it well—and pass it on.


To my son in the Spirit, LL Cool J … We have come a long way from that hospital room in New York. We have seen the best of times and the worst of times. I have been honored to see the hand of God over your life. You are my beloved son.







FOREWORD





The first thing that went through my mind when Bishop Ulmer asked me to write this is that I’m too young to be writing a foreword in a book about passing the baton to the next generation. Then I realized maybe that is just ego, maybe that’s just a part of me that wants to hold on to yesteryear, a part of me that I should let go of so that I can grab hold of all the new potential inside of me. Embracing the ideas in this book requires unselfishness and a willingness to prepare yourself so you can help others prepare.


This book is about the seasons when your life was damaged. And about the actions that were taken to repair those damages, to make it to the next season, and to pay the lessons forward so the next generation wouldn’t have to experience the trials and tribulations that you did.


I’m a grandfather. Some might say a young grandfather, but that is beside the point. There are younger generations within and outside of my lineage that deserve to benefit from the lessons I’ve learned. And the lessons that all of us experienced folks have learned. Bishop Ulmer has helped guide my life. He has imparted and shared wisdom with me for years—Sunday through Monday. I’ve learned to put aside my ego, I’ve learned to drop the façade and ask for help, and this book is definitely going to be even more helpful.


Ask yourself this question: Are you willing to step aside and take a back seat in order to bless the younger generations with the wisdom, insight, and experience you’ve gained? Or are you going to hold on to that experience because of fear and deny yourself entry into your next level of greatness? Look at passing the generation blessing as if it were an already lit candle, and you have the opportunity to share its flame with as many brand-new unlit candles as possible. A lit candle maintains its flame, losing nothing but creating more light, when we light the other candles around us. That’s what love does. It gives, it shares, it creates more light.


That’s what God said: Let there be light. So the principles in this book, the stories in this book, are a challenge to you and me. Though it may remind us of some of the foolish things we have done, this book will also inspire us and future generations to make wise decisions moving forward. It will embolden us to live out our own personal stories to the fullest. Can you handle that idea? Or are you going to let the past hold your future hostage?


Future generations need us, and we need them. Future generations should inform our decisions today, because what we do today informs the future generations. So embrace the wisdom, ideas, and concepts in this book. They say fool me once shame on you, fool me twice shame on me—but what if you are just fooling yourself? Here’s a one-word answer: Don’t! This book will help you see the truth.


My grandmother used to say if a task is once begun, never leave it till it’s done, be thy labor great or small, do it well or not at all. I suggest you do it well. Read, absorb, and enjoy passing the generation blessing.


—LL COOL J


Actor, rapper, two-time GRAMMY Award winner,


Kennedy Center Honoree







INTRODUCTION





In my former capacity as managing senior editor of one of the publishers honored to have distributed a number of Dr. Kenneth Ulmer’s books, as a developmental editor of Christian living and theology books by noted authors and pastors around the world, as a former literary career senior executive, and as an author myself, I am always thrilled when Dr. Ulmer publishes a new book. And this particular book, a teaching of the urgency of passing this generation’s blessings, lessons, and accumulated wisdom and experiences to the next generation, is one of the most crucial and timely works of the new millennium—particularly in light of the state of affairs of this present generation.


On a personal note, I have been blessed and humbled to know Dr. Ulmer for going on fifteen years. I have attended many of his church services, heard scores of his sermons, and read all of his books. Simply put, he is like no other teacher/preacher I have learned from. He is in a rarified echelon of leaders, professors, pastors, and teachers who truly gets it. He not only has the heart of the Lord, but he is uniquely gifted at “unpacking,” disseminating, and explaining the Word of God like precious few of his national and international peers. And now, with Passing the Generation Blessings, he has done it again.


Bishop Ulmer has a style and approach to teaching Scripture that imbues the Word with vibrancy and a revelation of the heart and purpose of God. And he does it in such a way that the reader is not only transfixed and illuminated but is filled with a fresh understanding of the Bible. He can go deep yet make it so instantly understandable that you don’t have to come up for air. He can keep it light, yet you feel it right into the marrow of your bones. He can zero in on Scripture like a laser beam, creating those internal Ahh—now I get it! moments. He can bring an unnatural hush over a congregation. He can get them to their feet, shouting for joy or crying out to God for mercy.


Dr. Ulmer doesn’t merely possess a gift; he is one. He’s a man who doesn’t merely teach the Word of God—he lives it. And he has fun doing both! If anyone is a generational example, a man to emulate, it is Pastor Kenneth C. Ulmer. I am woefully unworthy of calling this amazing man my friend. Yet, he is. And always will be.


—M. Rutledge McCall


Author and ghostwriter of books, film, and TV




CHAPTER 1





TELL YOUR STORY





Since my youth, God, you have taught me,


and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.


Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God,


till I declare your power to the next generation,


your mighty acts to all who are to come.


PSALM 71:17–18 NIV





Everyone on earth has a story to tell. Whether you realize it or not, your story is an instrument by which you speak to the next generation. If you want to have a positive impact on a future generation, all you have to do is tell your story.


Psalm 71 is not attributed to a specific biblical author, but since it is connected to Psalm 70 (which is clearly designated as one of the Davidic psalms), it is believed that Psalm 71 was also written by David. In this psalm, King David prayed a plea to God for an opportunity to speak to the next generation so that he may declare God’s power to them, thereby giving them a testimony of the Creator of the universe. David had been walking with the Lord for a long time when he penned this psalm, and as he walked, his story developed.


In beseeching God for the opportunity to speak and to declare His might to the next generation in Psalm 71, David is essentially saying, “Man, have I got an amazing story to tell!” That would actually be one of the understatements of history, because David’s riveting testimony is a crucial part of the story of modern Israel.


In David’s prayer for a transgenerational ministry through the story about the marvelous deeds he witnessed God perform throughout his life so far, three elements are highlighted: timing, teaching, and testimony.


THE TIMING OF THE TEXT


David speaks during the season of his life when he is older. We can’t be sure about his exact age, but he’s in the twilight season of his life. He’s an old man. More mature. He’s not a shepherd boy anymore. He’s not the little kid going after the bear. No longer the boy who took on the lion. Not the teenager with the five smooth stones and the slingshot who took out Goliath. He’s now a seasoned, elderly saint. Yet he sees and prays for more years and for more time. Lord, give me another shot!


One of the most magnificent stage dramas I have ever seen is Lin-Manuel Miranda’s production of Hamilton. This award-winning show about the times and tensions of the birth of America is uniquely presented in the rap genre. Many thought it would flop. However, it has proven to be one of the most successful Broadway productions ever. One of the signature songs in the musical features Alexander Hamilton and the cast declaring their refusal to miss the historical opportunity at freedom and the formation of a new country. Hamilton declares he has a shot at changing the world, a shot at changing life in the new land. With amazing musical virtuosity, he and the cast refuse to lose the chance to make history. He will take his shot.


We’re gonna rise up! Time to take a shot!


We’re gonna rise up! Time to take a shot!1


David was a psalmist, but I’m pretty sure he wasn’t a rapper. Yet, here in his prayer, he says, Lord, I still have time to take a shot! A shot at the next generation. A shot at up-and-coming kingdom leaders. Lord, give me another shot!


I am writing this book after recently celebrating my seventieth birthday. I don’t know if David was older or younger than me when he penned Psalm 71, but both he and I would qualify for the “senior saints” category. When my wife and I were at dinner, celebrating my birthday, I said to her, “Wow! Seventy! That’s a lot of years.” And she said, “Seventy is just a number.” Yeah … a BIG number! I’m sure I’m in the ballpark of David.


David speaks this prayer from the interesting perspective of three points of view:


1.  He looks back at where he was—that is, turf upon which he has already trodden.


2.  He looks around to where he is, in the here and now.


3.  He looks forward to where he is going, wherever God may take him in the future.


By these three perspectives, David is taking us on a journey, a brief synopsis, of his life. He begins with his own birth. “From birth, I have relied on you,” he says. “You brought me forth from my mother’s womb. I will ever praise you” (v. 6 NIV). God, from birth You have had Your hand on me. One version says, “You are he who took me from my mother’s womb” (ESV), which is akin to the process of a midwife delivering a child. David paints a picture of his birth as though God Himself were the one actually delivering him from his mother’s womb. The implication is that David is alive and has survived all he has because God has had His hand on David all the days of his life.


In the culture of that time, premature births and deaths at birth were not at all unusual. Sometimes the mother died at the birth of her baby. And sometimes both mother and child perished in the process. Because deaths at birth were not unusual, David doesn’t take his own birth lightly or for granted. He says to God, “You were there. You had Your hand on me since I came from my mother’s womb.” In other words, I’m not here by accident. This is a key concept. God had His hand on David from the very beginning of his life, from when God brought him forth from his mother’s womb.


My generation (which, in colloquial terms, is called the “baby boomers”) is like no generation before in the history of the world. It has set a high mark for abortions.2 Countless lives didn’t make it through the womb and on to viable, sentient vibrancy during this generation. We will never know how many of those lives might have made it to maturation had their parents only been told about, grasped, and accepted testimony about a Savior who could bring them through any challenge had they only been told His story. Alas, the boomer generation, which has more abilities and modes and mediums and platforms to tell and to hear stories than any generation in history—the best stories, the most powerful and impactful lessons, stories with the power to change entire lives—isn’t being told as they could be and should be told about the power of God to impact individual lives as well as entire generations.


A preacher friend of mine, whom God has used in a unique way to bless countless people, has an incredible story. When his mother was carrying him in her womb, she tried to abort him. But the abortion failed. So, she tried a second time. And that attempt was also unsuccessful. Her son is now a preacher of the gospel, and souls are being saved through him. His testimony, like David’s, shows how God had His hand on his life. This man didn’t have to be here on earth. He could have gone from the womb straight to heaven. But God had a plan and a purpose for his life. A killing was planned. A killing was thwarted, once. Thwarted again. Then, a life—a bountiful, vibrant, powerful life—came forth from that which was intended for death. And that man’s life ushered countless people from another type of death—a spiritual, God-less living death—and into the best kind of life. Now that’s a story! I was marked for death, but God said, “You shall not die; you shall live to tell your story!”


Wow!


King David had a story too. His powerful testimony is that he made it all the way. He might not have made it, but God had His hand on David from when he was a strapping young kid, all the way through a powerful living testimony of his life, and right into a ripe old age. Just like God had His hand on my preacher friend. And David lived and grew and learned and experienced and accomplished and prospered. He made it.


Likewise, your testimony is that you didn’t have to be here. But you are. Which means that your testimony goes all the way back to your birth, because you’re not here by accident: you are on earth by divine design, placed here by a graceful God for a purpose.


David says, “From my birth, You have had Your hand on me, God.” Then he says, “From my youth, my confidence has been in You.” Youth. The teenage years. The crazy season. Years when nobody could tell you anything, because you knew everything. You knew it all. You were tha bomb, king of the hill, author of your own life, and the world was your oyster. And you made certain choices, many of which you later may have wished you had never made, because one day in your future you finally came to understand that those choices didn’t represent who you really wanted to be. The legacy you had been weaving and the examples you had been setting for the next generation were not what you wanted to represent. And what got you through it all was exactly what got David through his crazy season too: God’s grace alone.


David says, “From my youth”—my teenage years—“God has had His hand on me.” He says, “In my youth I learned that You were my hope.” Here’s an interesting thought: the Hebrew word for hope is the same word for rope. David’s testimony is that in his crazy years, he learned that God was his rope. Not so much that God was the rope and David held on to Him, but that God was the rope that held on to David.


Have you ever let go of the rope? Have you ever been so crazy or lost hope to the point that you tried to cut your own rope? David said when he was crazy enough to turn from God or let God go, he discovered that he could only go so far, because his life was wrapped up, tied up, tangled up, and tethered to God because of His rope of love. What assurance!


What has God’s rope yanked you out of? He has yanked me out of nightclubs, out of the wrong building, out of the wrong place at the wrong time, out of the wrong relationship, and on and on. When was the last time you thanked God for His “rope-yanking” ministry in your life? We’ve all been there. Take a moment and think about where you would be if He hadn’t tugged you out of who knows where you shouldn’t have been, whether you were there accidentally or deliberately. What if He had not yanked you out of the last place you were in that could have caused some serious problems in your life? What if He had not dragged you out of the last relationship you were in? Where would you have been had it not been for the Lord on your side?


Thank God for the rope of hope that saves our crazy selves!


To paraphrase Psalm 71:17, David is saying, “Lord, when I was crazy in my youth, You held on to me.” God already knew that, of course, but David has come to the realization that God is his rope, his tether, and he is now processing it through the psalm as he prays, “Lord, You held on to me even when I tried to let go of You in those crazy times of my youth. You loved me enough not to let go of me.” David’s testimony is based on knowing that from his youth, once he claimed God as his Lord and Master, God latched on to him and refused to let go. As David looks at where he is in his life at the time he writes Psalm 71, he tells God what he has learned, what “you have taught me, [Lord]” (v. 17 NIV).


Some versions begin the following verse 18 with the word now. Look at how one Bible version translates this verse: “And now that I am old and gray, don’t forsake me” (TLB). David had just finished saying in verse 7: “My success—at which so many stand amazed—is because you are my mighty protector” (TLB). It’s as if David is saying, “Now I am as a wonder. I was a little baby. I was a crazy teenager. But now I’m a wonder. Now they marvel at me. Now I’m a miracle.” He says this because God is his protector. He says that when people look at him now and see his success, all the player-haters stand amazed at how far he has come. “They tried to count me out a long time ago,” David declares. “They didn’t realize God had His hand on me. My ordinary life became extraordinary because of the extra in God’s power.” David is saying, I’m a miracle thanks to God’s holding power.


You may not realize it, but there’s a miracle in your home, at your workplace, in your church pews. You’re a miracle because God kept His hand on you. When people look at you, if they can’t understand the success you have, it’s because they don’t realize what a miraculous story you have to tell.


According to Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, the word miracle means “an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs.” When the devil tells you that you will never make it, tell him you’re a miracle. God has done something in your life that no one can explain in the natural. If you’ve ever gone back home to visit and come across folks who thought you would never amount to anything or said you wouldn’t do something significant with your life, you need to learn to look at them and say, “Well, look at me now”—not to brag about who you are, but to point out the fact that He who lives within you is greater than he who is out to get you.


You have those “nobody but God” spots in your life that amount to a powerful testimony and a miraculous story to tell the next generation. We all have some “nobody but God” stories. All we need to do is deliberately recall them. You have some seasons in your life that you can point back to and say, “God alone did that.”


When God blesses you, He doesn’t do it in secret. He prepares a table before you. He sends out an invitation to all the haters who said you would never be there. And when they see your success, they can’t explain it. So just tell them, “Nobody but God.” Declare God’s marvelous deeds in your life. Tell your story—and give God the glory in the story. People will not merely look at you differently; they’ll look at God in a whole new light. They’ll want some of whatever He did for you.


THE TEACHING IN THE TEXT


When David says, “O God, you have taught me” (v. 17 NLT), the timing is a crossroad in his life when he is looking back at the already while standing in the now and poised on the threshold of the yet to come, and he remembers: God has taught me!


There are several implications suggested in the word taught. The form of the word here means “to cause to learn.” This means if you had not been taught, you could not have learned. For example, even when I have taught someone through my lectures or sermons or talks, I never assume that the person actually learned what I intended them to learn. All I can confidently assume is that I did the teaching. But the learning part of the equation does not take place without the active involvement of the learner. It’s a two-way street.


David learned. He says, “You have taught me,” which means, I’ve learned some things in my life.


Interestingly, the word for teach is also the word used for the phrase to teach warfare. It is the same word that is used to teach soldiers how to go to battle. David is essentially saying that God taught him as he was maturing, and specifically taught him how to do battle with the enemy. David says, “I have learned how to fight him.” I have learned how to go to war.


When I was growing up in East St. Louis, Illinois, at Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church, the people of God would often sing songs like “I’m a Soldier in the Army of the Lord” or “I Am on the Battlefield for My Lord.” One of the popular songs in the Christian hymnody was “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” marching as to war. What’s interesting about saints who sing about being Christian soldiers in the army of the Lord on the battlefield for God is that so many saints freak out when they get shot at! Here’s a news flash: it is the job description of the enemy to shoot at us Christians! By taking potshots at us, the enemy is merely doing what the enemy does: he tries to get us out of the battle, to sideline us, wound us, make us casualties of war, render us useless in the plan of God. In fact, his goal really isn’t merely to wound or hurt you. He wants to take you out! He comes to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10).


Here’s a third dimension of being taught: experience. The verb form used means to cause to learn, teach to war, and to experience. This means that when you say, “Lord, You have taught me something,” you are actually saying, God, You have allowed me to experience something.


God always has a reason for teaching us. For example, teaching is driven by a purpose or an intention, such as wanting someone to learn a particular lesson. Or teaching might not be specifically intended, such as when one is taught by an experience or observation (which essentially becomes the “teacher” of the lesson). The constant is that there is an action—the teaching—followed by a quid pro quo reaction, the learning. In other words, when God has taught you about His love, it means you have experienced His love, you have learned about His love (whether or not you are aware of it or acknowledge it).


The fact that God does not teach without a specific purpose in mind means that your walk with God is never merely theoretical; it is also practical and with intent. It’s not merely about what you believe; it’s also about how you behave. This is an experiential lesson, which is followed by the acquisition of the learning, which is followed by the application of the lesson. Thus, the progression is: God taught me. I learned. I applied. God’s purpose is fulfilled.


THE TESTIMONY IN THE TEXT


Here’s the key to the whole message: when David says, “I will declare” (v. 15 ISV), he is saying, I will give forth a testimony. To “give forth” means to tell about, to announce, to reveal. The importance of giving forth our testimony, of telling others about our experience of God, is in the fact that He wants to use our declaration of testimony. One way God uses our testimony is to overcome the enemy. The enemy is described in Revelation 12:9 as “that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan” (NIV). Our declaration of testimony, as revealed in Revelation 12:11, is that we overcome the enemy by the word of our testimony.


Contrary to present time, previous generations knew nothing about things like internet dating websites and instant access to all manner of sexual debauchery and about “sexting” images via so-called “smart” phones. So, how do we overcome the devil when he seems to be throwing more at us than at any previous generation? How do we stand against an enemy who uses attacks the variety and likes of which our own parents never faced? How should you handle all of these distractions and temptations and diversions from the will of God? You do it by making yourself aware of one crucial fact: the devil does not come to merely hurt you, he comes to steal, kill, and destroy you—utterly and completely. That is his sole mission, his raison d’être, his main purpose as he goes to and fro about the earth. He. Wants. Your. Soul. Period!
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