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				Western 

				astrology 

			

		

		
			
				Astrology is the study of how planets and stars affect the way people behave. Astrologers believe each zodiac sign or star sign has certain characteristics, for example—Leos are bright and lively and Scorpios can be secretive. In western astrology, the zodiac is split equally into twelve different signs. There is a zodiac sign for each month of the year and each sign has its own name and symbol.

			

		

		
			
				ZodiacFact

				“Zodiac” comes from a Latin word that means “circle of animals.” 

			

		

		
			
				ZodiacFact

				 Each zodiac sign has its own color, that has a special meaning for that sign.  
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				Turn to page 66 to find out about Eastern astrology!

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				find your star sign

			

		

		
			
				Your Birthday

			

		

		
			
				Your sign

			

		

		
			
				Aries

			

		

		
			
				Gemini

			

		

		
			
				Leo

			

		

		
			
				Libra

			

		

		
			
				Sagittarius

			

		

		
			
				Aquarius

			

		

		
			
				Taurus

			

		

		
			
				Cancer

			

		

		
			
				Virgo

			

		

		
			
				Scorpio

			

		

		
			
				Capricorn

			

		

		
			
				Pisces

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				History of 

				western astrology 

			

		

		
			
				People have been looking at the stars and planets as guides for thousands of years. Ancient civilizations believed in many gods who lived in the sky among the stars and planets. These gods controlled the destiny of humans. 
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				star gods

				In the Ancient Babylonian civilization, people believed that by watching the movement of the stars and planets they could find out how the gods were going to behave. To make it easier to keep track of the stars, they divided them into 12 constellations that they named after their gods, and these became the 12 zodiac signs. Later, the Ancient Greeks used their 

			

		

		
			
				knowledge of mathematics to bring more order and understanding to the movement of the constellations in the sky. The Ancient Greeks kept many of the Babylonian myths but named the constellations after Greek gods. This was passed on to the Ancient Romans, who gave their own names to the constellations, and this has become the zodiac that we use today.
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				History of western astrology 
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				SKY gazing

				People began to spot patterns in what was happening in the sky and on Earth. For example, in spring and summer, when the sky was light and the Sun warm, plants grew, and in winter, when the Sun was cold and the days dark, plants died. So farmers began to use the sky to predict what would happen to their crops and animals. Kings and rulers had special advisors who would read the sky and predict events for them, such as if a battle 

			

		

		
			
				moon magic

				In ancient times the shape of the Moon was very important in predicting what was going to happen. The shape of the Moon is still very important in astrology today. 

			

		

		
			
				would be successful. Soon people were using the stars to predict all sorts of things, such as the best time to get married or begin a journey. 

				In Ancient Greece the first day of spring was considered the beginning of the year, as this is when new growth started. This was the time when the Sun appeared in the constellation of Aries, so the zodiac begins in April, with the sign of Aries. 
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				Crescent Moon
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