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“A fun series opener with a feisty protagonist who’ll
keep readers on their toes.”


—Kirkus Reviews


“[Aven Green] is an irrepressible and irresistible narrator,
whether reflecting on life as someone born without
arms or amicably interacting with her funny friends
and family. Unapologetically smart and refreshingly
confident in her abilities, this super-sleuth extraordinaire
is a joy to tag along with.”


—Booklist


“Aven’s candid voice ensures that this chapter book
series starter will draw a young audience.”


—Publishers Weekly


★“Bowling’s beloved Life of a Cactus protagonist returns
in a new series of chapter books that capture her life
as [a] third grader . . . . Young readers will laugh aloud at
Aven’s funny reactions . . . [and] they will be intrigued
by the practical skills she has perfected . . . . This chapter
book companion to Bowling’s well-loved middle
grade-series is a recommended purchase.”


—School Library Journal (starred review)
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There are a lot of important musical events in elementary school—choir performances, plays, talent shows, and singing “Raining Tacos” at the top of your lungs on the bus with your friends until the bus driver, Mr. Munck, threatens to throw you all out the window. Don’t worry, he’s just joking with us and has never actually done that. Or else he’d probably be fired.


I want to be a big part of all these important musical events, and that’s why I’ve decided I am going to learn to play an instrument. Professionally. Professionally means you get paid for what you do. How am I going to get paid while I’m still a kid? Well, when people hear me play my beautiful music, they won’t be able to stop themselves from throwing money into my fishbowl. I’ve seen that happen in the mall lobby with the piano player guy.


But I won’t play the instrument just like anyone else. I’ll have to play it with my feet because, you see, I don’t have arms. Yep, you heard me. No arms here on my torso, which I’d like to add is already eight years old.


That means if I play the flute, I’ll have to hold it with my feet. And if I play the piano, I’ll have to hit the keys with my toes. And if I decide to play the accordion, the most beautiful instrument of all time, I’ll have to play it with my belly button. Just kidding, of course. That would be silly. My belly button isn’t nearly as talented as my feet.


There are several requirements for becoming a professional musician. The first requirement is having fabulous taste in music. I listen to all kinds of music—rock, pop, country, and polka (because lots of accordion, of course!). I’ve even listened to Mozart. Mom made me because she said it was good for my brain. I’m pretty sure she’s right, because my brain grew even more brain cells after I listened to it.


Another requirement is having a really good memory. I can remember all the lyrics to “The Song that Never Ends” and “Raining Tacos.” Lyrics are just the words in a song, in case you were wondering.


Another requirement is having a super-powered brain full of extra brain cells like mine. You couldn’t even hear music or sing music or play music without a brain, so this might be the most important requirement of all.


But you know what’s not a requirement for becoming a professional musician? Having arms, that’s what.
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