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“Can we go and feed the ducks, Mummy?” Elsie Thompson tugged at her mum’s hand as they walked through the park.

“OK. Let me just grab a coffee from the café first,” her mum said.

“Mum!” Elsie whined.

“I’ll take Elsie to the pond, Mum,” Mia offered helpfully.

“Thanks, sweetheart,” said Mrs Thompson, handing Mia a bag of birdseed.

Elsie skipped along beside Mia, her blonde pigtails bouncing as they set off towards the pond. Ducks and fluffy yellow ducklings were paddling around on the surface. “I love ducklings, they’re so cute!” she said.

“I like the swans,” said Mia, pointing to two elegant white swans who were floating across the water.

“What are those fluffy grey ones?” said Elsie, pointing at the birds paddling along behind the swans.

“They’re cygnets – baby swans!” said Mia.

Elsie gave Mia a suspicious look. “They don’t look like swans. Are you sure?”
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“Positive,” said Mia with a laugh. “When they get older they’ll get white feathers and their necks will grow long.”

“You know everything about animals!” Elsie declared.

Mia grinned. She still had lots to learn if she was going to be a vet when she was older, but she loved animals.

She and Elsie threw some birdseed into the water and the ducks squabbled over it. The girls’ mum joined them, a coffee in her hand.

“Hey, Mum. What time does a duck wake up?” Mia asked.

“I don’t know,” said her mum. “When?”

“At the quack of dawn!” Mia told her.

Elsie giggled and Mrs Thompson raised her eyebrows. “Hmm. I bet I can guess who told you that joke. Was it Charlotte?”

Mia nodded. She and Charlotte had been best friends their whole lives. 
When Charlotte had told her that her family was moving to America, Mia had been heartbroken. But just before Charlotte had left, their old babysitter, Alice, had given them matching necklaces. Each necklace was made of gold and had a half-heart pendant on it. The necklaces weren’t just pretty – they were magic! They could whisk the girls away to an amazing place called Wishing Star Palace.

But that wasn’t the only surprise. When they’d first visited the palace, Alice had explained that Mia and Charlotte had been chosen to train to become Secret Princesses – special people who could grant wishes. If Mia and Charlotte completed all the different stages of training they would become Secret Princesses, just like Alice!



Elsie spotted an ice cream van arriving. “Can we have an ice cream, Mummy?”

“OK,” her mum said. “Coming, Mia?”
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“Yes, please!” she said. “But can I feed the ducks the rest of the seed first?” Mia had spotted something even more exciting than an ice cream van – her necklace was glowing!
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“OK.” Her mum and Elise set off. After checking that no one was watching, Mia pulled her pendant out from inside her T-shirt. The half-heart was glowing with light. She was about to have another magical adventure! “I wish I could see Charlotte!” she whispered, holding the necklace tight.

Light streamed out of the pendant and surrounded her, then swept her away. Mia’s heart sang in excitement. Her mum and Elsie wouldn’t even know she was gone as no time would pass while she was away – the magic always made sure of that.

Round and round she twirled until she landed on a pebbly beach. The sky was the colour of gorgeous forget-me-nots and little waves lapped against the pebbles of the curving bay. Best of all, her jeans and T-shirt had changed into her beautiful golden princess dress.

“Mia!” Hearing her name, Mia swung round. Charlotte was running across the pebbles towards her. She was wearing a floaty pink dress and a diamond tiara glittered in her curly brown hair.


She gave Mia a huge hug. “Isn’t it great to be back here? I hope we get to make someone’s wish come true!” Charlotte said, spinning her round.
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Mia hugged her back tightly. “Maybe we’ll earn our final rubies!” she said excitedly.
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Charlotte held up her half-heart pendant. The three rubies they had already earned were glittering in the sunlight. “I hope so, because then we’ll pass the second stage of training!”

Mia’s face grew serious as she suddenly remembered something else. “I hope we can get Princess Ella’s wand back, too.”

Princess Ella’s wand had been stolen by a green parrot called Venom. He belonged to Princess Poison, a Secret Princess who had turned bad. She loved spoiling people’s wishes to get more power. And if Princess Poison used Princess Ella’s wand to ruin someone’s wish, then poor Ella would be banished from Wishing Star Palace for ever!

Charlotte’s eyes flashed with determination and she grabbed Mia’s hand. “We have to get Ella’s wand back.”

Mia started to nod but then something in the water caught her eye. It was slowly rising out of the water and looked like an enormous bubble, shimmering with all different colours of light.

“What’s that?” she said, pointing.

Charlotte stared. “I don’t know – but it looks like we’re about to find out!”
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The huge bubble drifted to shore and washed up on the pebbles in front of Mia and Charlotte. POP! The bubble burst and revealed three princesses – Alice, whose strawberry-blonde hair was streaked with red; Princess Cara, who had curly brown hair and brown eyes; and Princess Ella, whose short black hair gleamed in the light. All three princesses were wearing brightcoloured wetsuits, instead of their usual elegant dresses.
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