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I want my servants to obey, 


And wait upon me night and day. 


To rush to do each little task, 


Surely it’s not too much to ask!


They fuss and fidget all day long,


And get the simplest mischief wrong.


But with the toys I steal today,


They’ll focus on each word I say!
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Rachel Walker shivered. The biting January wind was making her face tingle. She pulled her woolly hat down over her ears and dashed through the school gate. No one was lingering in the playground this morning.


Her friends Kayla and Millie were hanging up their coats in the cloakroom.


“Morning,” said Rachel. “Happy New Year!”


It was their first day back at school after the Christmas holiday. Everyone was talking at the same time, comparing presents and chatting about where they had gone and who they had seen. Rachel smiled as she hung her coat on her peg. She and her best friend, Kirsty Tate, had shared another magical adventure in Fairyland. Luckily, none of her classmates had ever guessed that she was secretly friends with the fairies.


“I wonder what the new teacher will be like,” said Millie, shaking her curly hair out of her eyes.


“I wish Mr Beaker hadn’t left,” said Rachel. “I hope the new teacher is nice.”


“Me too,” said Kayla. “I heard that—”


She broke off as their classmate Tom burst into the cloakroom and barged Millie out of the way.


“I slid on every iced-over puddle all the way to school, and there were twenty-three, and I was like the best ice skater ever —” he threw his coat and bag on the floor, “and I got a new computer game for Christmas, and I’m already at level four, and—”
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He skidded out of the cloakroom again, knocking Kayla’s water bottle out of her hand. It landed on her foot and she yelped.


“Ouch,” she cried out. “I wish Tom would learn to slow down and be calm. He does everything at ten miles a minute.”


“It’s really distracting,” Millie agreed.


“Mr Beaker said he finds it hard to concentrate,” Rachel reminded them. “He said we all need to be understanding, because Tom can’t help it.”


In the classroom, Tom was loudly telling everyone about how he had reached level four of his new game. Rachel sat down as the new teacher clapped her hands and asked for silence.


“Good morning, class,” she said warmly. “My name is Mrs Ratha, and I am looking forward to getting to know you all over the next few months.”


Rachel liked her at once. Her face was kind and she was tall, with brown hair and sparkling eyes.


“I am sure that you must all be missing Mr Beaker, but I hope that we can share our excitement about learning and have a wonderful year together.” She bent down and lifted a box on to her desk. “This is something I used in my old school,” she went on, “and I hope it will work well here too. I call it a fidget box. It is filled with objects that help children who find it hard to concentrate.”
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“What sort of objects?” asked Kayla at once.


Mrs Ratha smiled and peeped into the box.
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