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Introduction


This is not your average dangerous animals book! By the end of it, I hope you’ve learned 


some mind-blowing facts about animals that you probably didn’t even know were deadly, 


and that you appreciate them for their unique contributions to the natural environment.


It is my mission to shine a light on the more misunderstood species in the animal 


kingdom. In this book, I wanted to explore the traits that make these creatures unique 


and look at the function behind their dangerous adaptations – why have they evolved to 


protect themselves in the ways they do? The answers are truly fascinating.


As with the animals in my fi rst book, The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of ‘Ugly’ Animals, 



dangerous animals quite often have misconceptions surrounding them. Because 


dangerous animals are a nuisance or pose a threat to humans, they are too often seen 


as something to fear or kill instead of the fascinating creatures they are. 


Every one of these sixty animals is a brilliant combination of strange and dangerous, 


and I loved painting them and their quirky attributes in watercolour. I hope I have 


showcased their true magnifi cence.



Sami Bayly















    Syncerus caffer
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Description


African buffalo are enormous, growing up to 


1.5 metres tall and weighing up to 800 kilograms. 


African buffalo grow thicker skin around their 


neck, in order to protect them from predators 


and other buffalo. They share an interesting 


relationship with a bird called the oxpecker. 


The oxpecker sits on buffalos’ backs and 


feeds on ticks, lice and fl eas that can be 


found crawling there.


Danger Factor


Despite their size, African buffalo can run as fast 


as 59 kilometres per hour, so it is no wonder that 


these easily aggravated mammals can cause a lot of 


harm to those in their path. In fact, these buffalo kill 


more hunters than any other animal in their region. 


Instead of running away when injured or threatened, 


African buffalo charge directly at the threat, using 


their large horns to toss the victim into the air. In 


Africa they are one of the ‘big fi ve’ – alongside the 


lion, rhinoceros, elephant and leopard. The big fi ve is 



a list of animals that pose the most danger to hunters.


Conservation Status


LEAST CONCERN


The African buffalo is preyed upon by lions and 


sometimes has altercations with African elephants. 


It is also a favourite of trophy and meat hunters. 


These animals were once threatened by an infectious 


disease called rinderpest, which massively 


reduced their population 


during the 1800s. 


Fortunately, their range 


remains extensive.


Diet


Quite often the largest and most 


dangerous animals are herbivores and 


do not actually eat or prey on other animals. 


Instead, they use their size and strength to protect 


themselves from predators. This is the case for the 


African buffalo.


This species eats predominantly leaves and 


grasses, feeding mostly at night. During the day, 


they chew cud in order to extract as much energy 


and nutrients from their food as possible. Cud is 


a portion of food that ruminants like buffalo and 


cows bring up from their stomachs and back into 


their mouths.


Location/Habitat


African buffalo are robust animals and can live 


anywhere with a water source and consistent supply 


of grass and leaves. Typically, they are found in 


lowland rainforests, grasslands and woodlands 


within the sub-Saharan region of Africa. There is 



safety in numbers and so these animals often live 


in herds of a few hundred, sometimes even up to a 


thousand. This can be dangerous for any animals 


that fi nd themselves in the way of a stampede.


Syncerus caffer


(sin-seer-us caf-er)


African Buffalo


Fun Facts


 African buffalo have good memories and have 



been known to injure people who have hurt them 


in the past.


 If a baby buffalo loses its mother, another adult 



buffalo will often accompany it and care for it until 


they can be reunited.


 African buffalo have smooth tongues, unlike cows 



whose tongues can be compared to sandpaper.
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Description


The African giant 


swallowtail is the largest 


butterfl y in Africa and one 


of the largest in the world, so it 


is no surprise that these insects are 


often compared to birds when fl ying. 



After all, they have a wingspan of up 


to 23 centimetres!


Danger Factor


As well as being large, these 


butterfl ies are also very poisonous. 


During their caterpillar stage, 


they eat leaves full of toxins called 


glycosides. These toxins become 


even more dangerous as they 


are digested and the butterfl y 



that emerges from the cocoon is 


deadly to anything that consumes it.


Conservation Status


DATA DEFICIENT


There are so few African giant swallowtails seen 


in the wild that there is not enough data to know 


what their conservation status is. However, scientists 


are almost certain they are extremely rare and in 


desperate need of our help.


The only threats these insects face are human ones. 


Other animals, such as birds, have learnt how deadly 


they are and know to steer clear of them. Humans 


pose a threat through habitat destruction and by 


poaching the butterfl ies for their magnifi cent wings.



Diet


During their butterfl y stage, African giant 


swallowtails eat fl ower nectar. It is thought that 


during their caterpillar stage they feed on the leaves 


of the climbing oleander (Strophanthus gratus), a 



species of plant that has attractive and fragrant white, 


pink and purple fl owers. It is this seemingly innocent 


plant that stays in their system until adulthood and 


makes them so toxic.


Location/Habitat


African giant swallowtails are found in the 


rainforests of west and central Africa and can be 


very diffi cult to spot. Males can be seen closer 


to the ground, usually near water, but females 


spend all of their time high in the tree canopy. 


They are even more elusive as caterpillars, 


and it is still unclear what they actually look 


like at that stage.


Papilio antimachus


(pap-ill-e-o anti-mak-us)


African Giant Swallowtail


Fun Facts


 African giant swallowtails possess another 



defence mechanism: they can emit a cloud 


of stinky chemicals when disturbed.


 The fi rst recorded European sighting of an 



African giant swallowtail was in 1782.


 It is thought the toxins in a 



climbing oleander 


are so strong they 


could even kill 


a hippopotamus 


(found on page 45).
















Papilio antimachus















Apis mellifera scutellata Lepeletier
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Description


Africanised honey bees and 


European honey bees are almost 


identical. They both feature a 


pair of wings, 6 legs and a hairy 


back, known as a thorax. The main 


difference is that the Africanised honey 


bee is slightly darker in colour, smaller and 


behaves more aggressively.


Danger Factor


Also known as killer bees, these insects are just 


1–2 centimetres long but can really pack a punch. 


In fact, it is estimated they have caused the deaths 


of approximately 1,000 people who were allergic 


since their introduction to Brazil, where they are 


commonly found. Africanised honey bees 


will defend their nest from any 


threats and have been known to 


swarm and chase trespassers up to 


1.5 kilometres, delivering hundreds of 


stings. While they do not contain more 


or stronger venom than other honey 


bees, they pose more of a threat because of their 


aggressive behaviour. But to label them ‘killer bees’ 


is not fair – after all, they are simply defending their 


hive (and doing a very thorough job of it).


Conservation Status


NOT EVALUATED


In the 1950s, some African honey bees were 


imported to Brazil to help increase honey 


production. Unfortunately, a number of swarms 


escaped and mated with the local European 


honey bee population. This new poly-hybrid 


was named the Africanised honey bee and is now 


considered an invasive species. It is likely this species 


will continue to spread as they are good at adapting 


to their environment.


Diet


These bees feed on nectar and pollen, which they 


transform into honey. They are incredible pollinators 


and because of this they are valuable members of 


their environment and also very useful to humans. 


Honey bees pollinate many crops and are vital to the 


agriculture industry.


Location/Habitat


Africanised honey bees have slowly populated many 


parts of South America and all of Central America. 


They are even making their way up to parts of 


North America. These bees nest in a range of places, 


including wood piles, tree hollows, logs and urban 


structures like chimneys and roofs.


Apis mellifera scutellata Lepeletier


(ay-pis mely-fear-a skew-tell-a-ta lep-el-et-ee-er)


Africanised Honey Bee 


Fun Facts


 It would take around 1,000 bee stings to kill 



an adult without a bee allergy.


 Queen bees can live for up to 3 years, whereas 



worker bees live for only 1.5 months.


 It is said that if running away from a swarm of 



bees, you should not enter water to escape, as 


they will wait for you to surface.


 A queen bee is created by her being fed 



royal jelly in the larvae stage. Royal jelly is a 


white jelly-like mixture of mandibular and 


hypopharyngeal gland secretions.
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Description


This is not a turtle you would want to mess with! 


The alligator snapping turtle is both enormous 


and very heavy. Males range from 


60–100 centimetres long and weigh 


an average of 75 kilograms. The 


females are only slightly smaller.


Danger Factor


Have you been wondering why 


this turtle is called alligator snapping turtle? Or why 


it is featured in this book of dangerous animals? Well, 


its common name comes from the ridges that run 


down its back and from its mighty sharp jaws which 


snap shut on nearby prey or those who pose a threat. 


Using a bite force measuring device, these turtles 


have been documented to infl ict approximately 



450 kilograms of force when they chomp down. That 


is enough to go through bone! However, fortunately 


for us, they very rarely attack humans unless 


provoked, due to their slow and docile personalities.


Conservation Status


VULNERABLE


This powerful species of turtle is unfortunately 


considered vulnerable because their habitats are being 


cleared and they are hunted for their meat and shells. 


The alligator snapping turtle plays an important 


role in the environment by eating decomposing 


animals and plants. Maintaining and improving 


their population size is essential to this species’ 


survival, and for the quality of their ecosystem.


Diet


This carnivorous creature 


has a lure-like tongue 


that sits within its mouth. 


Pink in colour, it wiggles about like 


a small worm and attracts fi sh, frogs 



and molluscs. However, the turtles also use 


their camoufl age and slow-moving actions to prey on 


small birds, mammals and even other turtles! They 


can snap smaller prey in half or swallow them whole.


Location/Habitat


Alligator snapping turtles can hold their breath 


underwater for up to 50 minutes and prefer to spend 


their days in lakes, rivers or other bodies of water in 


the south-eastern United States. Generally preferring 


being hidden by overhanging foliage and fallen logs 


and rocks, the females only surface occasionally to 


lay eggs, which makes these reptiles diffi cult to spot.


Macrochelys temminckii


(macro-chel-ees tem-in-key-eye)


Alligator Snapping Turtle


Fun Facts


 The collective name for these animals is a ‘dole’ 



or ‘bale’.


 There is an alligator snapping turtle living at 



the Australian Reptile Park in Sydney, Australia. 


This turtle was found in a Sydney drain and 


was most likely illegally imported as a pet. He 


is named Leonardo.


 These turtles are the largest freshwater turtle in 



North America.


 Alligator snapping turtles are not able to retract 



their bulky heads back into their shells.


 While they can live up to 70 years, they generally 



only make it to approximately 25.
















Macrochelys temminckii















Vespa mandarinia
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Description


These sizable hornets have 


an 8-centimetre wingspan and 


can reach 5 centimetres long, 


not including an additional 


6-millimetre stinger found on 


their tail end. It is this stinger that 


makes the Asian giant hornet 


so dangerous.


Danger Factor


The Asian giant hornet’s sting has venom that 


is known to cause 30–50 deaths a year 


in Japan, where they are commonly 


found. The different chemicals 


in the venom can cause 


breathing issues, worsening 


pain and tissue deterioration, and can even attract 


other hornets. Many fatalities are due to allergic 


reactions to toxins in the venom.


Conservation Status


NOT EVALUATED


Many people consider the Asian giant hornet a 


nuisance. This is due to their reputation for attacking 


bee hives and other wasps in groups. They will often 


bite their victims to death and bring the bodies back 


to feed their young. This mass slaughter of other 


species has an impact on insect populations and the 


ecosystems of the region.


Diet


In its adult stage, these hornets mainly eat insects 


such as beetles, bees and other wasps. They have 


also been known to feed on hornworms, tree sap 


and fruit.


Location/Habitat


Commonly found in Japan, the Asian giant hornet 


lives around the south-eastern and eastern areas of 


Asia, as their name suggests. They dig nests up to 


60 centimetres deep in forest or mountainous areas, 


and sometimes even use the pre-existing dig sites of 


mice and rats.


Vespa mandarinia


(ves-pa man-dar-in-e-a)


Asian Giant Hornet


Fun Facts


 Young hornets feed on meals regurgitated for 
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