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Introduction



Summer is a time of changing colours and changing light. It is when the sharp acid green of spring growth deepens and darkens. Lengthening days and stronger light bring change to our garden; it is transformed into a tapestry of colour. The wildflower bank outside my window hums and buzzes. These insects feed on pink and white campion, cornflowers, speedwell, scarlet pimpernel and poppies. At midday the summer sun spreads the perfume of rose and honeysuckle to every corner, bees become drowsy and drunk on these scents. It is then, when the days are long, the garden becomes a place of drama and summer hums.
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In fine weather, the evening garden glows; it is bathed in a soft, orange light and made more beautiful still by blackbird song. A male blackbird tops the walnut tree; he sings to announce his presence. It is a beautiful melody that spills out from him – rolling, burbling notes that mark his territory. This walnut tree was planted by my husband, Mark, many years ago. It is a favourite singing post for lots of birds but it’s the blackbird that seems to own it. In summer he sings from its branches at first light, and then again at the end of the day. The bird becomes a silhouette against the dusky sky, signalling that the day is done.


Outside the garden, the colour of the surrounding countryside also changes. The leaves of the oak trees turn to a soft olive, veined with darker green and edged in mustard. These leaves already carry the marks of a spring gone and of summer’s heat. The oak trees edge the sheep fields that I look out on from my studio, forming canopies of shade for the sheep. On hot days, the flock shelters under the welcome, leafy shadows and looks like a Samuel Palmer painting. On rainy days, they sit closely together in one sheep-shaped huddle, protected from the rain and wind.
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