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Praise for


“Forney’s greatest strength as a cartoonist is her gift for explanation—getting information across with vigor, wit and visual inventiveness.”


– New York Times Book Review


“Marbles isn’t just a great story; it’s proof that artists don’t have to be tortured to be brilliant.”


– Entertainment Weekly


“Until she was thirty Forney took for granted her creative spark, her love of life, her obsessive exercise, her impulsive, poly-morphous sexuality. They were just who she were. Then she was diagnosed with bipolar disorder, and suddenly she found herself having to figure out where her mental illness ended and she began, and whether her art was separable from her madness.”


– Time Magazine


“Witty and insightful. The long journey of medication and therapy is kept from gloom by Forney’s lively, likable cartooning . . . Readers struggling with their own mania or depression will find Forney good company, and others searching for insight into the minds of troubled artists will find Forney an engaging storyteller.”


– Publishers Weekly


“Funny yet harrowing . . . Forney’s perceptive, lively art keeps the story fresh”


– Publishers Weekly, named a Top 10 Comic & Graphic
Novel for Fall 2012



“Ellen Forney’s memoir of her bipolar diagnosis and long pharmacopic trek toward balance is painfully honest and joyously exuberant. Her drawings evoke the neuron-crackling high of mania and the schematic bleakness of depression with deft immediacy. Forney is at the height of her powers as she explores the tenuous line between mood disorders and creativity itself.”


– Alison Bechdel, author of Fun Home, and the
#1 New York Times Bestseller Are You My Mother?
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“I have always admired Ellen Forney’s humor and honesty, but Marbles is a major leap forward. It’s a hilarious memoir about mental illness, yes, but it’s also an incisive study of what it means to be human and how we ache to become better humans. Amazing stuff.”
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