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How to Use This Ebook


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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LPOTY 2022/23 Headline Sponsor


MPB is the world’s largest platform to buy, sell and trade used photography and videography kit, and is a destination for everyone, whether you’ve just discovered your passion or are already a pro. The company is loved and trusted by over 250,000 visual storytellers around the world.


MPB recirculates more than 300,000 items of used kit every year, extending the life and creative potential of photo and video kit. Headquartered in the creative communities of Brighton, Brooklyn and Berlin, the MPB team includes trained camera experts and seasoned photographers and videographers who bring their passion to work every day to deliver outstanding service. Every piece of kit is inspected carefully and comes with a six-month warranty to give customers peace of mind that buying used doesn’t mean sacrificing on quality or reliability.
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Exhibition Partner


APS supplies print, signage and creative services to the railway industry. LPOTY is delighted to be working with APS on the touring exhibition across Network Rail train stations in 2022/23.
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LPOTY 2022 Sponsor


Stemming from commercial property refurbishment, Sutton Projects is proud to step outside and support the connection between creativity and the world around us.


Special Awards
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Supporter of ‘Coast’ Special Award


Ilex is the number one destination for creative people. Publishing books on photography and art that are both practical and inspiring, their aim is to teach the technical skills and deliver exciting new ideas for every level of hobbyist, from complete novice to seasoned practitioner. The Coast Special Award celebrates the marvellous British coastline, a popular subject for many landscape photographers.
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Exhibition Partner and Supporter of ‘Lines in the Landscape’ Special Award


Network Rail owns, operates and develops Britain’s railway infrastructure – that’s 20,000 miles of track, 30,000 bridges, tunnels and viaducts, and thousands of signals, level crossings and stations. It also manages 20 of the UK’s largest stations while all the others – over 2,500 – are managed by the country’s train operating companies. The Lines in the Landscape Special Award celebrates the many ways the railway forms some of the most impressive views of the British landscape.
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Supporter of ‘Historic Britain’ Special Award


The Sunday Times Magazine is world-renowned for its blend of investigative journalism, insightful features and award-winning photography. Launched in 1962 and celebrating its 60th anniversary this year, the magazine continues to lead the way in journalistic excellence and innovation. The Historic Britain Special Award showcases elements of Britain’s history, which still appear in the landscape today.
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Supporter of ‘Landscapes at Night’ Special Award


Light & Land is the UK’s premier landscape photography tour company. Founded in 1994, it runs over 50 tours, courses and workshops annually in the UK and worldwide. Light & Land continues to lead the way with carefully researched locations, small groups and tutors who go the extra mile. The Landscapes at Night Special Award recognizes the imaginative images that can be taken after the sun goes down.



The Competition
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This year, we celebrate the 15th Landscape Photographer of the Year Awards.


The awards were founded in 2006 by Charlie Waite, one of today’s most respected landscape photographers. Over the last 15 years, LPOTY has celebrated all that is great about the United Kingdom through showcasing the work of many talented photographers.


The images in this book have been judged by the panel as Commended or above, all inspiring profound engagement with the British landscape.


LPOTY is open to images of the United Kingdom, Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. The competition is divided into two main sections: Landscape Photographer of the Year Award and Young Landscape Photographer of the Year Award.


With a prize fund worth over £20,000 and a touring exhibition each year, LPOTY has become a desirable and prestigious competition for landscape photographers both in the UK and internationally.


About the Youth Awards


Running alongside the adult competition, the annual Young Landscape Photographer of the Year Award showcases some of the most talented upcoming landscape photographers. Categories in the 2022 Youth Awards are: Classic View, Urban Life, Black and White, and Your View.


www.lpoty.co.uk


The Categories


Classic View


In this category, we are looking for images that capture the beauty and variety of the UK landscape. An iconic view; a view along a cliff-side path or of a historic village; a view down a valley; an urban skyline or snow-capped peaks; maybe showing the drama of our seasons. Recognizable and memorable; a true classic.


Urban Life


It’s hard to pin down an exact figure, but statistics suggest that up to 80 percent of the UK population lives in towns and cities. This category highlights the surroundings that many of us see every day. Images in this category include urban and suburban areas and country towns.


Black and White


This category recognizes the continued importance of black and white photography. Entries might include urban or suburban landscapes, coastal shots and images of the classic British countryside.


Your View


In contrast to the other categories and awards, in Your View we encourage creativity and digital manipulation. Photographers should use their imagination for a very conceptual and personal approach. With the opportunity to share what the UK landscape means to you, almost anything goes as long as it is in the UK and taken outdoors.


With thanks to


Amateur Photography


Digital Camera World


Moore-Wilson


Octopus Publishing


Outdoor Photography




[image: Illustration]



Foreword
Charlie Waite Awards Founder





 


Within the pages of this 15th Landscape Photographer of the Year collection we find many remarkable and striking photographic interpretations of the United Kingdom. Be it urban, pastoral or any of the other award categories, each photographer has committed themselves to producing a photograph that testifies to the highest standards they set themselves.


For very many years I have been intrigued by where the motivation to photograph the landscape arises. Time and again, I return to the same explanation of the compelling need to do so. It was said of the work of Ansel Adams that, through his photographs, he was able to ‘convert geographic reality to transcendent emotional experience’. This is one of my favourite sayings about a photographer who, with great interpretive skill and photographic expertise, was a trailblazer for landscape photography.


There is no doubt that the photographer uses the camera as the most wonderful conduit with which to profoundly engage with what lies in front of them. The camera draws us closer. The great challenge is for the photographer to be as assured as possible that their resulting photograph will have 100-percent parity with their emotional interpretation and response of that event or landscape. Reluctant compromise is not popular with any creative endeavour.


Photography has become the people’s new common language, with millions of images being uploaded daily to social networking channels. Yet the landscape of the United Kingdom continues to beckon many thousands of photographers from within the country and further afield. Their wish is to immerse themselves into the landscape through their photography.


I have heard many a photographer say that they can barely allow a few months to pass before they venture out again into the British landscape. My response of course, is one of gratitude and delight, for the annual Landscape Photographer of the Year awards will eagerly await seeing the results.
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Foreword
Andrew Haines Chief Executive, Network Rail





 


Welcome to the 15th Landscape Photographer of the Year compendium. As Chief Executive of Network Rail, it’s a great honour to present this year’s collection to you, having already hosted so many of these wonderful images in our stations up and down the country.


It might seem rather odd at first for the railway to support this prestigious celebration of the landscape of Great Britain. Surely we embody everything that’s noisy, industrial and human-made, a stark comparison to the untamed and natural beauty of the world around us.


And yet, the truth is, the railway and the natural environment is a harmonious partnership. Structures such as the imposing Ribblehead Viaduct and Brunel’s beautiful Box Tunnel façade show the railway is as much a part of the landscape as the coasts, hills and valleys it passes through.


Artists have long recognized this phenomenon. You need only look at the iconic railway posters of the interwar years, with their bold use of colour, light and shadow, to see what a remarkable creative impetus the railway has given to so many in depicting the natural landscape.


That trend continues to this day. Among other beautiful images in this collection, you’ll find the Lines in the Landscape category, showcasing a selection of mesmerizing photographic skills that celebrate our country’s rail network and its place in the natural landscape, which we are proud to facilitate.


Of course, not every image in this book features the railway, but all are a testament to the deep inspiration that so many talented photographers continue to draw from the natural world, and to the exceptional skill, patience and determination they bring to bear to capture that moment in time that makes us stop, look and appreciate the beauty that’s all around us.


Every time I visit the exhibition when it comes to our stations, I’m struck by how we all see nature through different eyes, and how LPOTY encourages such a wellspring of varied, creative and powerful responses to the timeless British landscape. I hope that you too will find your own inspiration in this stunning collection of images.





Judges
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Charlie Waite


Charlie is firmly established as one of the world’s leading landscape photographers. His photographic style is often considered to be unique, in that his photographs convey an almost spiritual quality of serenity and calm.


He has had numerous solo exhibitions at prestigious venues in the UK, Japan and the US, and his photographs are held in private and corporate collections worldwide. With over 30 books to his name, Charlie’s distinctive images have received wide critical acclaim over many years. A sought-after writer, public speaker and television presenter, he has featured in numerous photographic and broadsheet publications, DVDs and television programmes on photography.
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