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Introduction







What is the course like?


National 5 Spanish will test you on four skills: reading, listening, talking and writing. All of these skills will be taught over the course of your studies by your teacher/lecturer to help you pass the final exam. Three of the skills – reading, listening and writing – will be assessed at the end of the course in an external exam, set and marked by SQA, which will provide you with a grade A, B, C or D. In addition, at some point in the year, you will complete a writing assignment, which will also be marked by SQA, and you will carry out a talking assessment, which will be marked by your teacher.


In this book you will find chapters to help you work on and revise each skill. You will be able to practise responding to reading and listening texts, and useful tips and hints will help you in these areas. In the chapters on talking and writing there is guidance and suggested approaches to help you produce material in both of these skills. The language you will need to know relates to four contexts: society, learning, employability and culture. On page vii you will find a list of possible topic areas within these contexts that you could expect at National 5.
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•  Further information on Spanish National 5 can be found on the SQA website: sqa.org.uk (National 5 Modern languages). Here you will find an overview of the course and the exam in the ‘Course Specification’ section. You can also find past papers, specimen question papers, transcripts and audio files for listening, and marking instructions.


	
•  Audio files for the listening tasks are available to download here: www.hoddergibson.co.uk/audio-how-to-pass-spanish.
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How is my final scaled mark made up?


You will be given a mark for each of the four skills. A potential 120 marks, on which your final grade will be based, are divided up as follows after scaling:




	
•  reading: 30 marks


	
•  listening: 30 marks


	
•  talking: 30 marks


	
•  writing: 30 (15 exam/15 assignment) marks.





This will then be converted into a mark out of 100, making each skill worth 25% of your total.








What do I have to know?


You will need to know basic vocabulary covering a list of topic areas, which you will find in the table on page vii. This will help you listen to and read Spanish more easily, and will also help you produce your own written and spoken Spanish. You will find lists of useful vocabulary with many of the talking and writing preparation tasks, as well as with the listening tasks. Chapter 9 ‘Vocabulary’ will also be useful.


You will need to know the basics of grammar, so that you can write and speak Spanish correctly. This is something you will work on as you go through the course. Some guidelines are at the end of this introduction. You will also find some guidance in Chapter 8 ‘Opinions and grammatical structures’. There is further work on producing your own Spanish in Chapter 5 ‘Talking’ and Chapters 6 and 7 ‘Writing’.


You must be able to use a dictionary to help you understand Spanish in the reading exam, and to find words you need for your talking and writing.







What exactly is involved in the exam?




Reading


Reading will be assessed by an external exam. There will be one paper that will include three separate texts, each of up to 200 words. Questions will be set and answered in English. Unusual words may be translated for you in a glossary. You will be allowed to use a Spanish dictionary.







Writing


Writing will be assessed by one piece of work that you will produce after you have done the reading. You will be expected to respond to a stimulus with six bullet points, all of which you must address. The context for the writing is employability.


The reading and writing paper will last 1 hour 30 minutes.


You will also write an assignment of 120–200 words under controlled conditions. See Chapter 7 ‘Writing: the assignment’ for details.







Listening


Listening will be assessed by an external exam. There will be two separate parts, one a presentation or monologue, the other a conversation or dialogue. You will hear the Spanish three times, and the whole assessment will last up to 30 minutes.


Questions will be set and answered in English.


You will not be allowed to use a Spanish–English dictionary.








Talking


Talking will be assessed by your teacher/lecturer and may be externally moderated by SQA. You will be expected to carry out a spoken presentation and conversation in Spanish. Your presentation must be based on one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability or culture. In the conversation, your teacher/lecturer will first ask you questions based on the context of your presentation and will then ask you questions on one of the other three contexts. You will agree both contexts with your teacher. You will also agree with your teacher when your assessment will take place. The presentation will be worth 10 marks and the conversation 20 marks.










Basic grammar


When marking your work, teachers will be looking for accuracy in basic structures. This is straightforward, simple language, and you should be able to show you can do everything listed on pages 20–21.







How do I go about learning vocabulary?


The best way to revise is to practise. Although different people have different ways of learning vocabulary, the following ways might be useful to you.
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[image: ] Try writing out a list of words, then reading them out. Cover up the Spanish words, and see if you can remember the words in English, and of course the other way round.


	
[image: ] Read things over several times on different occasions.


	
[image: ] Check your memorising by either covering one part and remembering the other, or by asking someone to do it with you (a friend or parent). If you have someone to help you, ask them to say a word in English, which you have to put into Spanish.


	
[image: ] Try to get your words organised into areas, so they all hang together and make sense to you.


	
[image: ] Use mind maps of related words.
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What kind of vocabulary will I need to know?


On the next page you will find the topic areas that you are likely to be studying as part of your course. You will also find vocabulary lists in Chapter 9 to help you prepare for assessments and to revise.





Contexts, topics and topic development you can expect in National 5 Spanish








	Society

	Family and friends

	



	
•  Getting on with family members/who have influenced you in your life


	
•  Having arguments


	
•  Ideal parents


	
•  Different types of friends


	
•  Peer pressure










	Lifestyles

	



	
•  Lifestyle-related illnesses


	
•  Advantages and disadvantages of healthy/unhealthy lifestyle











	Media

	



	
•  Impact of TV reality shows


	
•  Advantages/disadvantages of new technology, e.g. internet, mobile phones










	Global languages

	



	
•  Language learning and relevance










	Citizenship

	



	
•  Description of local area as a tourist centre


	
•  Comparison of town and country life


	
•  Being environmentally friendly in the home










	Learning

	Learning in context

	



	
•  Talk about what learning activities you like/dislike in modern languages/in each subject


	
•  Preparing for exams










	Education

	



	
•  Comparing education systems


	
•  Improving own education system


	
•  Learner responsibilities










	Employability

	Jobs

	



	
•  Part-time jobs and studying


	
•  Qualities for present/future jobs/future plans










	Work and CVs

	



	
•  Planning, reporting back on work experience


	
•  Reviewing achievements/ambitions










	Culture

	Planning a trip

	



	
•  Importance of travel and learning a modern language


	
•  Describing your best holiday/trip, attitudes to travel










	Other countries

	



	
•  Aspects of other countries including educational, social, historical, political aspects










	Celebrating a special event

	



	
•  Comparing special occasions/traditions/celebrations/events in another country


	
•  Importance of customs/traditions










	Literature of another country

	



	
•  Literary fiction, e.g. short stories – understanding and analysis










	Film and television

	



	
•  Studying films in the modern language


	
•  Studying television in other countries





























Chapter 1



How to tackle reading and listening





To help you prepare for the reading and listening parts of the exam, you should be regularly learning and revising vocabulary for the four contexts: society, learning, employability and culture. In addition, practice with reading and listening tasks and using a Spanish–English dictionary will help you with time management in the exam.


In both the reading and the listening exams, you will be asked to answer questions in English to show your understanding of the texts. It is important that you practise answering in English to convey this understanding.
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[image: ] When you write your answers in English, keep them concise and clear.


	
[image: ] You don’t need to answer in full sentences – just write down the information needed for the answer.


	
[image: ] Practise answering in English by using the reading and listening examples in this book, as well as SQA past papers and exercises you do in class.
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For National 5 Spanish exam and specimen papers go to: www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47415.html


[image: ]










Reading


In the reading exam you will read three texts in Spanish and answer questions in English after each one. You should look at past SQA exam and specimen papers to see the style of questions that you will be asked.


When you read a text in Spanish, you should look at the questions first to see what information you need to look for. You won’t be required to know every word, but you will need to develop the skill of identifying key words and phrases that relate to the questions being asked.


Familiarise yourself with the types of questions used to assess your understanding. Chapter 3 gives you more information about the question types. The more SQA past paper practice you do, the more familiar you will become with the types of questions used in the reading question paper.


You can also use the reading texts and other Spanish material throughout this book to give you ideas for the writing assignment: there may be sections you can use and adapt depending on your topic.
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[image: ] Using a dictionary is a key part of the reading exam paper. You should practise how to use the dictionary correctly.


	
[image: ] Remember that the parts of verbs won’t be in the dictionary – you need to be able to identify the infinitive of the verb in order to look this up in the dictionary. For example, ‘voy’ is not in the dictionary – you need to know this is the first person singular (‘I’ part) of the verb ‘ir’ (to go).
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Below are three texts from three different contexts (learning, society and culture) to help you practise identifying essential information in a text and develop your skills in answering questions.
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[image: ] Hints & tips




	
[image: ] Remember not to look up every word you don’t know in the dictionary. The more practice you get with reading, the more you will be able to identify parts of words you already know in other words, or even be able to understand words from their similarity with English. For example, in the first reading text on this page you will find the Spanish noun la creatividad. You may already know the adjective ‘creativo/a’ (creative), so you should be able to work out that ‘creatividad’ is the noun: creativity.


	
[image: ] Spanish words ending with ‘-dad’ have the English equivalent of ‘-ty’, e.g. ‘nacionalidad’ (nationality).





[image: ]










Learning: Education


You read an article about the IES Los Olmos high school.
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¡Una educación sin limites!


IES Los Olmos ofrece una educación sin igual. Es un instituto pequeño, pero la amplia gama de asignaturas va desde música, lengua extranjera y cultura clásica hasta biología, geología, física y química. Además, hay muchísimas oportunidades extraescolares, por ejemplo, los jueves hay un club de boxeo y los viernes hay un club de esgrima. Se puede asistir a talleres de creatividad – teatro y arte. Este año también tendremos un taller de cine en el salón de actos que ahora cuenta con una enorme pantalla de alta definición.
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En el recreo, se puede ir a la biblioteca a leer o usar el ordenador para hacer algunas tareas en línea. Tenemos un gimnasio enorme para hacer deporte y a la una, la cantina sirve comida deliciosa a un precio razonable.
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[image: ] Hints & tips


You don’t need to know every word in the text, nor do you need to look up in the dictionary every word you don’t know. Skim through the text and look at the questions that follow. It is fine to use a pencil to circle parts of the text where you think the answer to the questions may appear.
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1  Name three subjects the school ‘IES Los Olmos’ offers.

3


____________________________________________________


____________________________________________________


____________________________________________________





	
2  What extra-curricular activities are available? Complete the sentence.

2


On Thursdays there is ____________ and on Fridays there is ______________.





	
3  What will the school have this year?

1


____________________________________________________




	
4  What can you do at break times? State any one activity.

1


____________________________________________________





	
5  What other details are given about the school? Tick two correct boxes.

2








	You can play sport on the sports pitch.

	 






	There is a large gym hall.

	 






	You can’t buy food in the school.

	 






	Food is reasonably priced.
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[image: ] Hints & tips


If you are asked to tick two correct boxes, only tick two! If you tick three boxes, and two are correct, you will only receive 1 mark for the first correct answer. If you tick all four boxes, you will receive 0 marks!
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Society: Media


You read an article about social media and young people.
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El aprendizaje digital
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Según un estudio reciente, la mayoría de los jóvenes españoles usan frecuentemente las redes sociales para estar conectados con otros, estar al día de lo que ocurre en su mundo y para compararse con otros jóvenes. Se está pasando un poco de moda el uso de ciertas plataformas en línea por su popularidad entre los mayores.
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1  According to the recent study, what do young people use social media for? State any two purposes.

2


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………





	
2  Why are some online platforms unfashionable with young people?

1


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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[image: ] Hints & tips


In the text there are three activities given. When you answer, only give two – don’t waste time in the exam giving more information than is required.


[image: ]
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El estudio señala que los jóvenes en España prefieren las redes sociales que más reflejan su mundo y que contienen lo que les gusta, principalmente el uso creciente de videos o fotos. Cada vez más jóvenes empiezan su conocimiento del mundo digital a una edad temprana: el estudio descubrió que un 68% de los niños de 10 años ya tienen cuentas en muchas redes sociales, aunque el problema es que en algunas hay una edad mínima de uso.
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[image: ] Hints & tips


Remember that you do not need to look up every word in the dictionary. For example, here you might not immediately know ‘conocimiento’ (knowledge), but you probably do know the verb ‘conocer’ (to know).
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3  What does the study point out about young people’s use of social media? State two details.

2


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………





	
4  According to the article, what is the problem with younger children having social media accounts?

1


…………………………………………………………………………………………
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Fernando Hidalgo García, psicólogo de la Universidad de Barcelona, cree que las escuelas tienen la responsabilidad de preparar a los niños para el mundo digital e informarles sobre las redes sociales. “Vivimos en un mundo donde el uso de estas plataformas es cada vez más sofisticado y soy de la opinión de que será fundamental educar a los niños a poder distinguir entre lo que es real y lo que es falso”. Además, añade que puede haber mucha manipulación en Internet y que hay que desarrollar las destrezas digitales en los jóvenes de hoy.
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[image: ] Hints & tips


When answering questions such as number 3, make sure to lay out your answer clearly. There are two parts to the answer, so write the two parts out clearly so the marker can award you the 2 marks.


[image: ]












[image: ]


[image: ] Questions




	
5  a  According to Fernando Hidalgo García, what responsibilities do schools have? State two.

2


…………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………





	
    b  What does he believe needs to happen? Complete the sentence.

It will be fundamental to educate children to ……………………………


1


………………………………………………………………………………….….
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[image: ] Hints & tips


At National 5 level, where a question asks you to complete a sentence, this may require a phrase rather than just one word.
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Culture: Planning a trip


This activity will help you practise selecting relevant and useful information. Although you will not have to do a task like this in the reading exam, the activity will help you develop your skills in reading and selecting the necessary details to answer questions.


Read the blog entry below and then fill in the table that follows to identify the positive and negative aspects of each method of transport mentioned.
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¡Hola! En el blog de esta semana voy a hablar de mi experiencia con diferentes medios de transporte. Creo que ya he usado la mayoría de los transportes que existen. Mi favorito es, sin duda, el tren. En mi opinión, los trenes modernos en España son súper rápidos y muy cómodos. Se puede estudiar sin problemas o ver una serie en el móvil.
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Sin embargo, me gusta menos viajar en barco porque siempre me mareo. El avión es eficiente y no es tan caro como antes, aunque a veces pierdo tiempo en el aeropuerto con la facturación y las maletas. En la ciudad, es aconsejable moverse en metro debido a la frecuencia de paso de trenes y además ayuda a evitar los atascos. Me enfurece que todavía haya tantos coches y motos en la ciudad; contaminan mucho y son peligrosos.


¡Ah! Adoro la bicicleta. Montar en bici es muy sano, pero cuando llueve o hace mucho frío, es menos atractivo como medio de transporte. Suelo evitar el autobús en mi ciudad porque muchas veces llega tarde y nunca hay asientos disponibles.
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[image: ] Hints & tips


Remember you can also use the ideas and structures here to help you prepare for the talking-performance or for the writing assignment.


[image: ]












[image: ]


[image: ] Question








	Method of transport

	Positive

	Negative










	Train

	 

	 






	Boat

	 

	 






	Plane

	 

	 






	Underground

	 

	 






	Cars and motorbikes

	 

	 






	Bike

	 

	 






	Bus
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Listening


In the listening exam there are two sections. First you will listen to a short monologue (one person speaking), and then you will listen to a conversation in Spanish between two people. Both sections will be based on the same context, which will be the context not covered by the three texts in reading exam. You can read more on this in Chapter 3.


You will answer questions in English for each section to assess your understanding. In the listening exam you will have to:




	
•  read the introduction and questions


	
•  listen to the information


	
•  answer the questions





You will do all of this in a very short space of time, so practice is crucial!
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Practise time management as much as possible with SQA past papers (www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47415.html). You need to make sure you have time to read, listen, answer, check and make any changes!
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[image: ] Hints & tips


There is time built into the exam for you to read the questions – make sure you do this as the questions will signpost what type of information you need to listen out for. There may be key words in a question you need to listen out for. For example, if a question asks about what someone prefers, then you can underline the word ‘prefer’ in the question and listen out for phrases such as’lo que me gusta más’, ‘prefiero’ or ‘mi…favorito/preferido es…’.
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You will hear the monologue three times, with an interval of 1 minute between each time. You will then have 2 minutes to read the questions for the conversation. You will then hear the conversation three times, with an interval of 1 minute between each time.


The first time you hear the monologue/conversation, make sure you listen but don’t think you have to answer every question at this point. You can note answers in the left margin beside each question – then when you hear the monologue/conversation a second time, check this answer and write it in the space provided. Make sure you score out any notes on your answer page.


Other essential preparation for the Listening exam is learning and revising vocabulary – you cannot use a dictionary in this part of the exam.


It is also good to practise to listen to Spanish as much as possible, both in and outside class. As well as textbook resources, try to listen to Spanish radio online or watch Spanish programmes to further develop your skills of listening and understanding.
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Listen to Spanish radio and watch Spanish television or reports on:




	
•  www.rtve.es



	
•  www.antena3.com



	
•  www.elpais.com



	
•  www.newsinslowspanish.com



	
•  https://podcast.duolingo.com
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