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Introduction





Welcome to Bahamas Primary Social Studies Grade 6.


The book is divided into three themes:




	
•  Theme 1  Our Bahamian identity, our pride


	
•  Theme 2  Cooperation and industry


	
•  Theme 3  Our Bahamian heritage





You will work through one theme during each school term. The themes follow the curriculum guidelines set out by the Ministry of Education of The Bahamas.


The Contents page before this Introduction helps you to locate the themes and units in this book.


Each theme is divided into various units. Some units are longer than others. Shorter units may take a lesson or two to complete; longer units may take a week or two.


Your teacher will help to guide you through each unit. This is what you will find in each unit:
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Other features you may notice in a unit are the following:




	
•  Did you know? boxes give extra bits of interesting information.


	
•  Tips boxes give you extra guidance for your learning.


	
•  Case study boxes provide examples of how the ideas you are learning about apply to real-life situations.


	
•  Reflection boxes help you to think back over what you have learnt in each unit.
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Did you know?


Most parliaments have a Hansard. This is the written record of proceedings and debates in Parliament. It is a verified and accurate record of what is said in a session.
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Case study


Case study Manufacturing coconut oil and other products


The Bahamas Development Bank (BDB) would like to support local industry by investing in projects to manufacture coconut oil and coconut oil-based hair products locally. Currently, coconut oil is imported from The Philippines.
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Reflection


Think about any person who lived in The Bahamas in the 1800s. What would be the same for them if they could visit the islands today? What would be very different?
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Tips


The lines on maps are imaginary lines that do not appear in the real world.
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At the end of each theme, a What have you learnt? section helps you to revise the units that were covered in that theme.


Finally, at the end of the book you will find a Glossary, with a list of all the Word power words and their definitions.












1 National symbols and pride
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In this unit, you will:




	
•  identify the national symbols of The Bahamas


	
•  understand that flags are national symbols and compare flags of different countries


	
•  compare our modern symbols with those used in colonial times


	
•  understand what it means to have national pride and to be an ambassador of your country


	
•  learn more about the people who contributed to our national symbols.
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Our national symbols


Flags, Coats of Arms, mottoes and national anthems are all national symbols. Each country has its own national symbols that are important to the people of that country. National symbols often represent the country’s history, and tell you what is important to people of that country and what they aim to achieve.
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Word power


symbol
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The flag, Coat of Arms and national anthem of The Bahamas are important national symbols
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Activity 1 Discuss our national symbols




	
1  How are national symbols important to the people of The Bahamas?


	
2  List three ways of showing respect for our national symbols.


	
3  Choose three of the symbols on our Coat of Arms. Explain the cultural or historical importance of each symbol.


	
4  When do we sing our national anthem?


	
5  What does our national motto on the Coat of Arms tell you about our values and what we hope to achieve as a nation?
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Activity 2 Compare flags of different countries




	
1  Our flag was designed by Rev. Dr Hervis L Bain and adopted on 10 July 1973.



	
a  What is important about that date?


	
b  What was our country’s flag before that date? Why?








	
2  The colours on flags represent different things. What colour is used on our flag to represent:



	
a  the strength and vigour of the people


	
b  our maritime heritage and crystal clear waters


	
c  sunshine and sandy beaches?








	
3  Which other countries in the Caribbean have blue and yellow on their flags?


	
4  Read the information below. Match each country to its flag.
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•  Japan and Switzerland both have a red and white flag. The red on the Japanese flag represents the rising sun.


	
•  The flag of Brazil has 27 stars on a blue background. These represent states and districts in the country. The green on the flag represents the country’s vegetation and forests.


	
•  The South African flag represents the strength of the people using the same colour and shape as on our flag.


	
•  The Australian flag also has stars on it. It includes a small British flag that represents its colonial past.
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Flags from different countries
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Who created our national symbols?



Our national symbols were developed to celebrate The Bahamas becoming an independent nation.


You already learnt that our national anthem March on, Bahamaland was written by Timothy Gibson, a composer and songwriter from Savannah Sound in Eleuthera. There is a monument in Savannah Sound that celebrates Timothy Gibson’s life and work, and his contribution to nation building.
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Timothy Gibson








Our flag and Coat of Arms were designed by Dr Hervis L Bain from Nassau, New Providence. Dr Bain was an artist, a religious scholar, and a cultural icon. The short biographical note below, from a newspaper article, tells more about his life.
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Reverend Doctor Hervis L Bain (1942–2015)
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Dr Hervis L Bain








Dr Hervis Bain, a great cultural legend, made numerous outstanding contributions to the nation of The Bahamas.


As a nation builder, he welcomed a newly independent Bahamas onto the world stage in 1973 by creating our flag and the Coat of Arms. This gives him a special place in our national history.


Dr Bain was also an important figure in Education and Culture, and he had a particular interest in developing Junkanoo. His work influenced many other Bahamian nation builders.
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Activity 3 Write a short biographical note about a nation builder




	
1  Read the short article above about Dr Hervis Bain.



	
a  What does this tell you about Dr Bain?


	
b  Why is Dr Bain considered to be a nation builder? Give two reasons.








	
2  Do your own research to find out more about Timothy Gibson’s life. Write a short biographical note like the one above about Timothy Gibson.
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Symbols past and present



Before The Bahamas became an independent nation in 1973, it was a colony of Britain (the United Kingdom). The flag and other symbols used at the time were closely linked to those of Britain.


For example, the British national anthem ‘God Save Our Gracious Queen’ was sung at national events and our flag contained the Union Jack and the seal of the Crown Colony of The Bahamas.


Today, our Coat of Arms (see page 6) is the official seal of our country. This means it is used to identify official documents (birth certificates, marriage certificates and passports) and other official items as belonging to The Bahamas.
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The flag and the seal of the Crown Colony of The Bahamas
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Activity 4 Compare the old and new seal of The Bahamas




	
1  The motto on the seal from colonial times is ‘Expulsis piratis restituta commercia’.



	
a  What does that mean?


	
b  Why was that motto important historically?








	
2  Compare the colonial seal to our modern Coat of Arms.



	
a  Can you find any similarities?


	
b  Do you prefer the colonial seal or the modern Coat of Arms? Why?
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Activity 5 Design different symbols




	
1  Design a seal with a motto for your family. Draw and label it to show what the symbols represent.


	
2  Look closely at our modern Coat of Arms on page 6. What does the crown on the Coat of Arms represent?







	
3  a  How do you think the Coat of Arms of The Bahamas might change if our country became a republic and the monarch of the United Kingdom was no longer the head of state?


	    b  Draw your ideas and share them with your group.
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Reflection


How and when did you learn the words of our national anthem?


How does singing the national anthem help us to feel proud to be Bahamian?
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National pride



National pride is when you love your country and feel proud of its history, culture and achievements. When you show national pride, you show that you are happy and excited to be a part of your country and want to show it off to others.
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Word power


national pride
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Activity 6 How do we show national pride?




	
1  Discuss how these Bahamians are showing national pride.


	
2  Make a list of some other ways that citizens can display national pride in daily life and work.





[image: ]










[image: ]






[image: ]









Be an ambassador


When we promote our country and culture, we are good ambassadors for The Bahamas. The people in the pictures are all good ambassadors, showing others they are proudly Bahamian.
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Word power


ambassador
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Activity 7 Being a good ambassador for your country




	
1  Work with a partner. You will dramatise two situations in which a taxi driver picks up a tourist at the airport.



	
•  In the first role play, show how the taxi driver can be a poor ambassador for The Bahamas.


	
•  In the second role play, show how the taxi driver can be a good ambassador for The Bahamas.








	
2  You have been asked to teach the tour guides at a local chocolate factory how to be good ambassadors for The Bahamas.

What would you tell them? Share your ideas as a class.
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2 Continents and oceans
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In this unit, you will:




	
•  define the terms continent, country, hemisphere and Equator


	
•  locate and label continents in different hemispheres


	
•  locate The Bahamas


	
•  identify and locate Japan, Brazil, Australia, Switzerland and South Africa.
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The Earth is divided into hemispheres


These pictures show two different ways of dividing an apple into halves.
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Word power


hemisphere


Equator
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The Earth cannot be cut into pieces like this, but it can be divided into imaginary halves. Half of the Earth is called a hemisphere.




[image: ]



The Earth divided into hemispheres








The Equator is the 0° line of latitude. It divides the Earth into the northern and the southern hemispheres.


If we divide the Earth along the 0° and the 180° lines of longitude, we get the eastern and western hemispheres. The 0° line of longitude is called the Prime Meridian and the 180° line of longitude is called the International Date Line. Places east of the Prime Meridian (up to the date line) are in the eastern hemisphere. Places west of the Prime Meridian (up to the date line) are in the western hemisphere.
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Wherever you are on Earth, you are in two hemispheres at the same time
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Tips


The lines on maps are imaginary lines that do not appear in the real world.
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Activity 1 Which hemispheres?




	
1  In which two hemispheres do The Bahamas lie?


	
2  Look at these three views of a globe. Which hemispheres can you see on each?
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3  Choose the correct word in the brackets to make each sentence true.



	
a  The (northern/southern) hemisphere has the greatest land area.


	
b  The (eastern/western) hemisphere has the greatest land area.








	
4
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When you use world maps, you need to look at them carefully. If the Equator is not across the centre of the map, the northern and southern hemispheres are not shown to their true size on the map.
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Use your atlas to find a world map. Are the hemispheres shown equally?
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Connections
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Continents
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Word power


continent


country
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Continents are the large bodies of land that make up the Earth. There are seven continents in the world: Africa, Asia, Antarctica, Australia, Europe, North America and South America. Europe and Asia are joined together and are sometimes called Eurasia.
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The seven continents








Continents also include smaller bodies of land (islands) that are close to, but not always joined, to them. For example:




	
•  Europe includes Iceland, the United Kingdom and Ireland.


	
•  Australia, New Zealand and the island countries around Australia are included in the continent Australia, which is sometimes called Australasia or Oceania.


	
•  The United Nations includes the countries in Northern America (Mexico, the USA, Canada and Greenland), the countries on the land bridge (Central America) and the Caribbean island nations as part of North America.


	
•  Japan is part of Asia.





All of the continents (except Antarctica) are divided into different countries. A country is an independent nation with its own government.
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Tips


The continents above are arranged in random order – in Activity 2, you will arrange them as they would appear on a world map.
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Activity 2 Make a world map
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You will need:




	
•  scissors


	
•  glue


	
•  a ruler


	
•  copies of the continent outlines


	
•  a sheet of A4 paper


	
•  coloured markers or crayons
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1  Cut out the continents. Cut as close to their outlines as you can.


	
2  Arrange the continents as they would appear on a map of the world.


	
3  Divide your paper into hemispheres by folding it like this:
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4  Now lay out the continents as they would appear on a world map. Make sure you have their names written on them. Glue them in place once you have decided where they should go.


	
5  Use your atlas to help you. Draw and label:



	
a  the Equator and Prime Meridian


	
b  the important island countries that are part of each continent.








	
6  Use your map to answer these questions. Which continents:



	
a  are located in the northern hemisphere


	
b  are located in the southern hemisphere


	
c  have parts in both the northern and southern hemispheres


	
d  are fully in the western hemisphere?
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Activity 3 Compare the size of continents


The graph shows the approximate area of each continent.




	
1  Use the data on the graph to write the names of the continents in order from smallest to greatest.


	
2  Write the area of each continent next to its name.
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Activity 4 Locate countries on different continents




	
1  Use your atlas if you need it to help you find and name these countries on your map.



	
a  Japan


	
b  Brazil


	
c  Australia


	
d  Switzerland


	
e  South Africa.








	
2  What is the capital of each country? List the names of the countries and their capitals.


	
3  Kesia says Australia is a continent. Rayshawn says it is a country. Explain why they are both correct.


	
4  Which continent do you know most about? How did you learn about it?


	
5  Which continent do you know least about? How could you find out more about it?
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Oceans and other bodies of water



Continents occupy about one quarter of the space on Earth. The rest of the Earth is covered by water. The large bodies of salt water between and around the continents are called oceans.
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Word power


ocean


sea


gulf


island


coastline


landlocked
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There are five oceans. The Pacific Ocean is the largest in area, followed by the Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean.
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Activity 5 Locate the oceans on the world map




	
1  Find the oceans on a globe or a map of the world.


	
2  Add labels to your own map to show where each ocean is found.


	
3  The Southern Ocean is sometimes called the Antarctic Ocean. Suggest why.
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March on, Bahamaland

Lift up your head to the rising sun,
Bahamaland;

March on to glory, your bright banners
waving high.

See how the world marks the manner of
your bearing!

I Pledge to excel through love and unity. I

Pressing onward, march together to a common
loftier goal;

Steady sunward, tho’ the weather hide the
wide and treacherous shoal.

Lift up your head to the rising sun,
Bahamaland,

‘Til the road you’ve trod lead unto your God,

March on, Bahamaland!
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how we celebrate Junkanoo.

[like to wear thie badge on my chirt . ;
when [ am working on reception. Come on! Join ue. We'l show you
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[live in Japan. My
cougin liveg in Augtralia.
The [40° line of
longitude rung through
both our countries.
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