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THIS BOOK IS FUN!

It could seriously change the

way you think about history!
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Chapter 1

ROMANS on the Rampage

Over 2,000 years ago the Roman Empire stretched across North Africa and Europe, including Britain. The Romans brought great changes, as well as mad, bad and dangerous ones! Rulers were assassinated, soldiers were killed, ordinary people were executed and slaves were murdered. These could be scary times for everyone.
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The Romans were such

a mad bunch,

 

Who would stuff themselves

full during lunch.

 

Then they went as

spectators

 

To cheer gladiators,

 

Who could kill with

a nicely aimed punch!
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For the first 200 years or so, the Romans were ruled by kings who would pick a fight with anyone. Then the kings were kicked out. For the next 500 years, Rome was a ‘republic’ led by a series of over 140 different leaders. Many were totally mad, bad and dangerous.


 



Mad and dangerous Roman times

753 – 509 BCE Roman Monarchy

War leaders in charge, known as ‘kings’

 

509 – 27 BCE Roman Republic

Kings replaced – but still lots of wars

 

27 – 476 CE Roman Empire

Emperors in charge – and still lots of wars
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The first Roman emperors all came from the same family line. This is called a dynasty.



Julio-Claudian Dynasty 27 BCE – 68 CE





	Augustus Caesar

	First Roman emperor




	Tiberius

	Killer emperor who lived in Capri




	Caligula

	Evil emperor who proclaimed himself a god




	Claudius

	Emperor who conquered Britain




	Nero

	Mad tyrant








Flavian Dynasty 69 – 96 CE






	Vespasian

	Fond of money but did some good




	Titus

	Destroyed the great Jewish Temple in Jerusalem




	Domitian

	Murdered thousands of Christians








Nervan-Antonine Dynasty 96 – 192 CE





	Nerva

	Good ruler




	Trajan

	Another good guy




	Hadrian

	Built the big wall in Britain




	Antoninus Pius

	‘The Excellent Emperor’




	Marcus Aurelius

	Last of the five good emperors




	Commodus

	Nastier than Domitian and madder than Nero
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The best of the best…

[image: images]  Trajan, 98 – 117 CE Many experts think Trajan was the greatest Roman emperor of them all. Under his rule Rome reached the peak of its power, around the year 117 CE.
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