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What are smart machines?


Have you watched robots do cool things in films or 


heard about cars that can drive themselves? Have you 


noticed that phones or digital assistants listen to 


and obey commands from people? These are all devices 


called smart machines.


Definition: smart


When we talk about someone or something as being smart, we usually mean that they 


can think for themselves, learn quickly and make sensible decisions. Another word for 


this is intelligent, which is used a lot in studying and making smart machines.


I'm fluent in 


hundreds of 


languages.


Sit back  


and relax.


As you wish ...


Choose a healthy 


way to get to  


the top?


Climb carefully 


up 


...


...


 don't get 


distracted 


...


...


 meet  


your goal!


↰


..................
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Definition: machine


A machine is a device or piece of equipment made 


up of a number of parts. It usually uses power  


(such as electricity) to do work. 


In this book, we look at machines  


that either are computers or  


have computers as one of  



their parts.


Definition:  



smart machine


A smart machine is one that can make decisions and solve problems 


on its own to some extent. This intelligence is given to the machine 


through clever programming of the computers it uses to function. 


This programming is done by humans. 


How big is a smart machine?


Smart machines can be tiny (such as temperature sensors that stop 


machines or buildings overheating) or big, like a car or other smart 


vehicle. They can be used on their own or as a collection, which 


means they may work together to do more complicated tasks.


A tiny sensor


,


 


known as 


'smart dust'


An unmanned aerial 


vehicle (UAV)


An autonomous  


(self-driving) car


I've updated 


your calendar 


automatically!


I know where I 


have been, where 


I am going and 


what to avoid.


↳


................................................


↳


↳


↳


↳


........................
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