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1 NEWS


INDIA




Two women enter Sabarimala Temple after SC verdict


Until September 2018, women between the ages of 10 and 50 years could not enter the Sabarimala Temple in Kerala because of traditions that regard them as impure. In 2006, six women members of the Indian Young Lawyers’ Association petitioned the Supreme Court (SC) to lift the ban, arguing it was against constitutional rights, and were successful. In January 2019, the first time after the ban was lifted, two women – Kanakadurga (44) from Angadipuram in Malappuram and Bindu (42) from Koyilandy in Kozhikode – entered the temple.







National Green Tribunal imposes a huge fine on the Government of Meghalaya
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The government of Meghalaya failed to check illegal coal mining in the state despite the National Green Tribunal’s (NGT) ban on coal mining since 2014. The NGT imposed an enormous fine of Rs 100 crore on the state government for inaction on the issue. It said that the fine could be recovered from miners and officials who were involved in such illicit mining activities. Moreover, since December 2018, fifteen miners were trapped in a 370 ft deep illegal coal mine in Meghalaya. Rescue operations ceased on 2 March. Only five miners escaped.







Government asks for access to WhatsApp’s private chats


After several incidents of fake news spreading around through WhatsApp and resulting in public harm, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) in India is seeking access to people’s private chats from WhatsApp. The reason behind this is ostensibly to be able to keep a record of it so that any illegal activity can be traced or prevented. Meanwhile, WhatsApp is trying to find a middle ground here as it goes against their privacy policy to share the private data of their users with anyone else.







In case of emergency, dial 112
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India launched the single emergency helpline 112, initially for 16 states, including Punjab, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. Soon, it will be implemented across India. This is a GSM-standardized number. It can be dialled on any phone without unlocking it and is already an emergency number in many European and other countries of the world. The emergency response system can be activated using the power button thrice in quick succession or by long-pressing number 5 or 9, or using the dedicated 112 application.







India’s very own fighter jet, Tejas Mark I, is set to be delivered in September
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After 35 years since its inception, the design of Tejas Mark I, was finally decided upon. The final operational configuration is set to be delivered to the Indian Air Force (IAF) by September 2019, followed by another 15 fighter jets, which are to be delivered within 20 months. The final configuration of Tejas is complete with air-to-air refuelling capability, Israeli Derby missiles that attack beyond visual range and high-angle attack expansion that puts it in the league of some of the best fighter jets within the category of the 4–4.5 generation of lightweight-class fighter jets.







CRPF men killed in a terror attack in Pulwama


As many as about 40 CRPF personnel were killed in one of the biggest terror attacks on security men in the Pulwama district of Jammu and Kashmir on 14 February 2019. The attack targeted a security convoy of 78 vehicles carrying more than 2,500 CRPF personnel. A suicide bomber crashed his car filled with 350 kg of explosives into one of the military vehicles. Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed claimed responsibility. The terror quotient was higher here than in the Uri attack, which took place in September 2016, and resulted in the death of 19 Indian soldiers. The Indian Army launched a surgical strike on a terror camp in Balakot, Pakistan, in the early hours of 26 February 2019.







Captured air force pilot returns home
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Abhinandan Varthaman, wing commander in the Indian Air Force, was held captive for nearly 60 hours after his aircraft was shot down in Pakistan during the India–Pakistan military confrontation following the Pulwama attack in February. On 1 March 2019, Wing Commander Varthaman crossed the Wagah border and his release was announced by Imran Khan, the prime minister of Pakistan, as a ’gesture of peace’. His return was seen as a major diplomatic victory for India, and the officer was praised for his bravery by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Indian Air Force also recommended his name for the Vir Chakra, a wartime gallantry medal.







Body scanners to replace metal detectors at airports


Reports have stated that instead of metal detectors, body scanners will be used at Indian airports from April 2020 onwards. The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security ordered the security agencies and operators to start installing these devices at the major security checkpoints of all Indian airports. Currently, out of 105 operational airports in India, 28 are classified as ‘hypersensitive’, including those in big cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai. Passengers will be given the option to refuse to go through the body scanners, but in such a case, they will be examined by a full pat-down search.







Indian Army to recruit women soldiers
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For the first time ever, the Indian Army has opened up a new avenue for women soldiers or jawans. The objective is to incorporate 20 per cent of the military police cadre from among women. Until now, women were only recruited as officers and were not permitted to fight using arms. Now, as women soldiers, their role will range from investigating criminal cases to assisting the army in field operations when required. According to government reports, the army previously had only 3.80 per cent of its workforce as women –13.09 per cent in the air force and 6 per cent in the navy.







Cyclone Fani hits Odisha, Bengal and Bangladesh
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Brewing in the Indian Ocean since April 2019, and labelled ‘Extremely Severe’, Cyclone Fani hit the coastal areas of Odisha and made landfall in Puri, Odisha, engulfing the pilgrimage town in rain and very stormy weather. One of the most devastating storms in India’s history, Cyclone Fani caused nearly 64 fatalities. The government of Odisha has assessed the extent of the damages to total about Rs 12,000 crore. Bangladesh also evacuated over five lakh people from its south-western districts as Fani circled over the Bay of Bengal.







ISRO’s next destination is Venus
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The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), as part of its upcoming seven interplanetary missions, is planning a visit to Venus in 2023. This mission is planned to cover 10 years, and comprises extensive research conducted by Chandrayaan 3, Mars Orbiter 2 and Aditya L1 on the sun’s corona (outermost part of sun’s atmosphere). Venus is reported to be Earth’s ‘twin sister’, possibly because it is estimated to have mass, size, composition, density and gravity similar to Earth. The mission to Venus will focus on studying its surface, atmospheric chemistry and interaction with solar radiation.







Lok Sabha General Elections


Held in seven phases between April and May 2019, the 17th Lok Sabha elections were the longest in the country in terms of the number of days the polling was held for. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the ruling party since 2014, bagged a bigger victory in these elections as compared to the 2014 elections. The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance won 353 seats, further increasing its substantial majority. The Indian National Congress, the main opposition party, won only 52 seats and the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance won 91. PM-elect Narendra Modi took oath as the prime minister once again, on 30 May 2019. (See ‘A Brief Guide to the Lok Sabha Elections 2019’ on page 6)







Yuvraj Singh announces retirement from international cricket
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India’s trump card in two World Cup triumphs, Yuvraj Singh announced his retirement from international cricket on 10 June 2019. He said that he had decided to ‘move on’ and recounted the best and worst memories of his career. During the course of his career, Yuvraj played in 40 Test matches, 304 one-day internationals and 58 T20s. In 2011, he was diagnosed with a rare germ cell cancer in his left lung and left the field for some months for treatment. He made his international comeback in the 2012 ICC World Twenty20.







Churu, Rajasthan, hits highest-ever temperature


India experienced a severe heat wave during the months of May and June 2019, and the temperature rose the highest it has ever, recording an alarming 50.8 degrees celsius in Churu, Rajasthan. As of June 2019, nearly 36 people died because of the scorching summer heat and working conditions that offered no protection from it. People were rushed to hospitals with complaints of vomiting, diarrhoea, heat stroke and skin rashes. Since 2004, India has experienced 11 of its 15 warmest recorded years ever.







Kerala declared the healthiest state


The NITI Aayog released its second health index report on 25 June 2019, and declared Kerala to be the healthiest state in India for the second time in a row. The report, titled ‘Healthy States, Progressive India’, divided the states into three categories: small states, big states and union territories, based on 23 health indicators. Mizoram was at the top in the first category. Haryana, Rajasthan and Jharkand showed the maximum improvement in health outcomes; Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha were at the bottom. The former two states are the worst-performing health-wise, with a poor sex ratio and a low success rate of treatment of TB. Following Kerala at the top are Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, among the larger states.







A Brief Guide to the Lok Sabha Elections 2019


The months before and after India’s 2019 general elections have been witness to increasingly politically charged environments. With a total of 10 lakh polling stations set up across the country, the elections in the world’s largest democracy are a massive event — let’s understand the results with the help of some basic facts:


■ The 2019 Indian general election was held in seven phases during the months of April and May, spanning 39 days to elect the 17th Lok Sabha. The results were declared on 23 May 2019 and Narendra Modi was re-elected as the prime minister of India.


■ The Lok Sabha, or the House of the People, is the Lower House of India’s Parliament. Currently, the house has 545 seats, which is made up of 543 elected members and two members nominated from the Anglo-Indian community by the president of India.


■ A party needs a minimum of 272 seats for a majority in the Lok Sabha. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the party that Narendra Modi leads, secured 303 seats, an even larger majority than its 282-seat victory in the 2014 elections.


■ The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance – a coalition of right-wing political parties in India – together won an enormous victory of 353 seats in the Lok Sabha.


■ The Indian National Congress (INC) won only 52 seats and the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance – a coalition of left and centre-left political parties in India – won 91 seats.


■ The Congress failed to secure the required 10 per cent of the seats in the Lok Sabha (54 seats) and therefore the BJP remains without an official opposition party.


■ Approximately 900 million people were eligible to vote this year and the voter turnout was over 67 per cent – accounting for both the highest overall turnout and the highest participation by women voters.


■ On 30 May 2019, Narendra Modi began his second consecutive tenure as prime minister of India after his swearing-in ceremony earlier that day. PM Modi made major changes in his cabinet, replacing nearly 36 ministers and deputy minsters from his previous administration, and appointing several new MPs. Major challenges with India’s economy, issues with unemployment and job creation, and a major farm debt crisis led PM Modi to make these changes in his cabinet.


■ According to the election affidavits, reportedly 80 percent of the new cabinet (45 out of 58 ministers) are over the age of 50, and nearly 90 per cent (52 ministers) are crorepatis.







PORTFOLIOS














	Narendra Modi

	Prime Minister and also in-charge of:
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions; Department of Atomic Energy; Department of Space; and all important policy issues and all other portfolios not allocated to any minister







Cabinet Ministers
















	Sr. No.

	Name

	Ministers






	1

	Rajnath Singh

	Minister of Defence






	2

	Amit Shah

	Minister of Home Affairs






	3

	Nitin Jairam Gadkari

	Minister of Road Transport and Highways; and Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises






	4

	D.V. Sadananda Gowda

	Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers






	5

	Nirmala Sitharaman

	Minister of Finance; and Minister of Corporate Affairs






	6

	Ram Vilas Paswan

	Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution






	7

	Narendra Singh Tomar

	Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare; Minister of Rural Development; and Minister of Panchayati Raj






	8

	Ravi Shankar Prasad

	Minister of Law and Justice; Minister of Communications; and Minister of Electronics and Information Technology






	9

	Harsimrat Kaur Badal

	Minister of Food Processing Industries






	10

	Thaawar Chand Gehlot

	Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment






	11

	Dr S. Jaishankar

	Minister of External Affairs






	12

	Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’

	Minister of Human Resource Development






	13

	Arjun Munda

	Minister of Tribal Affairs






	14

	Smriti Irani

	Minister of Women and Child Development; and Minister of Textiles






	15

	Dr Harsh Vardhan

	Minister of Health and Family Welfare; Minister of Science and Technology; and Minister of Earth Sciences






	
16

	Prakash Javadekar

	Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change; and Minister of Information and Broadcasting






	17

	Piyush Goyal

	Minister of Railways; and Minister of Commerce and Industry






	18

	Dharmendra Pradhan

	Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas; and Minister of Steel






	19

	Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

	Minister of Minority Affairs






	20

	Pralhad Joshi

	Minister of Parliamentary Affairs; Minister of Coal; and Minister of Mines






	21

	Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey

	Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship






	22

	Arvind Sawant

	Minister of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprise






	23

	Giriraj Singh

	Minister of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries






	24

	Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

	Minister of Jal Shakti







Ministers of State (Independent Charge)
















	1

	Santosh Kumar Gangwar

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Labour and Employment






	2

	Rao Inderjit Singh

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation; and Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Planning






	3

	Shripad Yesso Naik

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH); and Minister of State in the Ministry of Defence






	4

	Dr Jitendra Singh

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region; Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office; Minister of State in the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions; Minister of State in the Department of Atomic Energy; and Minister of State in the Department of Space






	
5

	Kiren Rijiju

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Minority Affairs






	6

	Prahalad Singh Patel

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Culture; and Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Tourism






	7

	Raj Kumar Singh

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Power; Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship






	8

	Hardeep Singh Puri

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs; Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Civil Aviation; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry






	9

	Mansukh L. Mandaviya

	Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Shipping; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers







Ministers of State
















	1

	Faggansingh Kulaste

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Steel






	2

	Ashwini Kumar Choubey

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare






	3

	Arjun Ram Meghwal

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises






	4

	General (Retd) V. K. Singh

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways






	5

	Krishan Pal

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowermen






	6

	Raosaheb Danve

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution






	7

	G. Kishan Reddy

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs






	8

	Purushottam Rupala

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare






	
9

	Ramdas Athawale

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment






	10

	Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Rural Development






	11

	Babul Supriyo

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change






	12

	Sanjeev Kumar Balyan

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries






	13

	Dhotre Sanjay Shamrao

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Human Resource Development; Minister of State in the Ministry of Communications; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology






	14

	Anurag Thakur

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs






	15

	Suresh Angadi

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways






	16

	Nityanand Rai

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs






	17

	Ratanlal Kataria

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Jal Shakti; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment






	18

	V. Muraleedharan

	Minister of State in the Ministry of External Affairs; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs






	19

	Renuka Singh Saruta

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs






	20

	Som Parkash

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry






	21

	Rameswar Teli

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Food Processing Industries






	22

	Pratap Chandra Sarangi

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises; and Minister of State in the Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries






	23

	Kailash Choudhary

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare






	24

	Debasree Chaudhuri

	Minister of State in the Ministry of Women and Child Development










TOP STATS AND FACTS


Largest electorate (world record): The number of voters in the 2019 general elections was 908,722,153, making India the largest (most populous) democracy in the world.


The most expensive election: The 2019 Lok Sabha election was estimated to be the costliest election in the world. At an estimated cost of Rs 600,000 million, this is a 40 per cent increase from the estimated amount spent during the 2014 Lok Sabha elections.


Largest voter turnout: The 2019 general elections had the largest voter turnout, with 613,136,854 voters – about 67.1 per cent of the total electorate.


State with the largest electorate: Uttar Pradesh emerged as the state with the largest electorate in the 2019 elections, with a total of 145,858,999 eligible voters.


State/UT with the smallest electorate: Lakshadweep emerged as the UT with the smallest electorate in the 2019 elections, with a total of 55,057 eligible voters. Lakshadweep also holds the record for being the constituency with the smallest electorate.


State with the largest voter turnout: Madhya Pradesh had the largest voter turnout percentage in the 2019 elections with a turnout of 71.2 per cent. In terms of number of voters, Uttar Pradesh, with 86,481,398 voters, led all states.


State with the smallest voter turnout: In terms of percentage turnout, Jammu and Kashmir had the smallest voter turnout in the 2019 general elections with 29.39 per cent. In terms of the number of voters, Lakshadweep, with 47,009 voters, registered the smallest voter turnout.


Most female candidates in general elections: The 2019 elections registered 723 female candidates.


Most number of EVMs used in a constituency: The Nizamabad Lok Sabha constituency in Telangana used 12 big-sized electronic voting machines (EVMs) in each voting booth in the Lok Sabha elections in 2019 as the voters had to choose from 185 candidates. Nizamabad had the highest number of candidates and also became the first constituency to conduct polling with EVMs for such a large number of candidates. The EVMs were arranged in an L shape and each machine displayed a maximum of 16 names. The Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) supplied 26,820 EVMs, 2,240 control units and 2,600 voter-verified paper audit trails (VVPAT) to the Nizamabad constituency. A normal EVM can accommodate a maximum of 64 names.


Most women elected in a general elections: Seventy-eight women were elected in the 2019 general elections, making it the election with the most number of successful female candidates in the country.


First transgender election ambassador: ShreeGauri Sawant, a transgender activist from Mumbai, Maharashtra, was appointed as the first transgender election ambassador in the country. ShreeGauri was one among the 12 election ambassadors from Maharashtra. Appointed as a goodwill ambassador, ShreeGauri was given the duty of urging transgenders to enrol themselves as voters and to exercise their voting rights.


Voter-verified paper audit trail in all constituencies: The Election Commission of India set up the voter-verified paper audit trail or VVPAT system in all constituencies. An independent system attached with the EVM, the VVPAT prints a slip with the serial number, name and symbol of the candidate for whom the vote was cast. This allows the voter to confirm that their votes are cast as intended.


EVMs/postal ballot papers carried photographs of candidates: For the first time in the history of elections in India, the EVMs/postal ballot papers carried the photographs of all the candidates in the constituency. This was done to enable the voters identify the political leaders and to avoid confusion between candidates with similar names.


Candidates to advertise their criminal record: For the first time, candidates who had criminal records had to reveal their criminal backgrounds on TV and in newspapers. The directive regarding this was issued on 10 October 2018 and the rule was imposed for the first time in the Lok Sabha election 2019. The candidates had to advertise their criminal records thrice on three different dates.
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UNION BUDGET 2019-20: HIGHLIGHTS


The Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Union Budget 2019–20 before the Parliament on 5 July 2019.




Achievements during 2014–19


• One trillion dollar added to Indian economy over last five years (compared to over 55 years taken to reach the first trillion dollar).


• India is now the sixth largest economy in the world, compared to being the 11th largest five years ago.


• The Indian economy is globally the third largest in purchasing power parity terms. (According to this concept, two currencies are in equilibrium when a basket of goods is priced the same in both countries, taking into account the exchange rates.







10-Point Vision for the Decade





[image: Image] Building Team India with Jan Bhagidari: the concept of Minimum Government, Maximum Governance.


[image: Image] Achieving green Mother Earth and blue skies through a pollution-free India.


[image: Image] Making Digital India reach every sector of the economy.


[image: Image] Launching Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan, and other space and satellite programmes.


[image: Image] Building physical and social infrastructure.


[image: Image] Water, water management, clean rivers.


[image: Image] Blue Economy: That’s the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs, while preserving the health of ocean ecosystems.


[image: Image] Self-sufficiency and export of foodgrains, pulses, oilseeds, fruits and vegetables.


[image: Image] Achieving a healthy society through Ayushman Bharat, well-nourished women and children, and the safety of citizens.


[image: Image] Emphasis on MSMEs (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises), start-ups, defence manufacturing, automobiles, electronics and batteries, and medical devices, all under the ‘Make in India’ mission.
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The Union budget committee, with the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman (sitting, right)




The Government’s goal is to make the economy a three trillion dollar economy in the current year and work towards a five trillion dollar economy!
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INVESTMENTS AND INFRASTRUCTURE  


• India’s first indigenously developed payment ecosystem for transport, based on the National Common Mobility Card, was launched in March 2019 to allow people to pay for bus travel, toll taxes, parking charges and retail shopping.


• Investments in digital economy, state road and railways networks, and navigational capacity of the River Ganga.




657 km of Metro Rail network has become operational across the country.
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DIRECT TAXES  


• Tax increase for super rich people, with taxable income from Rs 2 crore to Rs 5 crore, and Rs 5 crore and above.


• Simplifying payment of taxes by using technology and use of Aadhaar instead of PAN (Personal Account Number).
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES  


• Additional income tax deduction of Rs 1.5 lakh on interest paid on electric vehicle loans.


• Customs duty exempted on some parts of electric vehicles.
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START-UPS  


• Steps are to be taken to help start-ups in terms of tax concessions and other funding-related issues.
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MAKE IN INDIA  


• Basic customs duty increased on certain products such as cashew kernels, PVC, tiles, auto parts, marble slabs, optical fibre cable, CCTV camera, petrol and diesel, gold and other precious metals.


• Exemptions withdrawn on customs duty on certain electronic items now manufactured in India.


• Customs duty imposed on imported books.


• Customs duty reduced on certain raw materials such as inputs for artificial kidneys, and fuels for nuclear power plants, among others.
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RURAL INDIA  


• Electricity and clean cooking facility to all willing rural families by 2022, under the Ujjwala Yojana and Saubhagya Yojana.


• Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G) aims to achieve ‘Housing for All’ by 2022.


• 30,000 km of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) roads have been built using green technology, waste plastic and cold mix technology, thereby reducing the carbon footprint.


• Encourging traditional industries (Scheme of Fund for Upgradation and Regeneration of Traditional Industries - SFURTI), especially bamboo, honey and khadi.


• ‘A Scheme for Promotion of Innovation, Rural Industry and Entrepreneurship’ (ASPIRE) consolidated.


• 75,000 entrepreneurs to be skilled in agro-rural industry sectors.


• Dairying through cooperatives to be encouraged.
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WATER SECURITY  


• The new Jal Shakti Mantralaya to look at the integrated management of our water resources and water supply at the local level.


• Jal Jeevan Mission to achieve ‘Har Ghar Jal’ (piped water supply) to all rural households by 2024.




9.6 crore toilets have been constructed since 2 October 2014 and more than 5.6 lakh villages have become Open Defecation Free (ODF).





SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN  


• Swachh Bharat Mission to undertake sustainable solid waste management in every village.




Over two crore rural Indians have been made digitally literate.





URBAN INDIA  


• Over 81 lakh houses sanctioned; 24 lakh houses delivered; 13 lakh houses constructed using new technologies.


• More than 95 per cent of cities also declared Open Defecation Free (ODF).


• Target of making India ODF by 2 October 2019. The Rashtriya Swachhta Kendra to be inaugurated at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat, on that day. Gandhipedia being developed by National Council for Science Museums to sensitize youth and society about positive Gandhian values.


• Railways to be encouraged to invest more in suburban railways like the Rapid Regional Transport System.
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Nearly one crore citizens have downloaded the Swachhata App.





YOUTH  


• The new National Education Policy proposes regulatory changes in school and higher education, and greater focus on research and innovation, for e.g., under a National Research Foundation (NRF).


• Rs 400 crore provided for ‘World Class Institutions’


• ‘Study in India’ proposed to bring foreign students to Indian higher educational institutions.


• Khelo India Scheme to be expanded, under a new National Sports Education Board, to popularize sports at all levels.


• To prepare youth for globally valued skill-sets including language training, artificial intelligence (AI), IoT (Internet of Things), big data, 3D printing, virtual reality and robotics.
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EASE OF LIVING  


• Solar stoves and battery chargers to be promoted.


• Modernization of railway stations.


INDIA ABROAD  


• Proposal to consider Aadhaar Card on arrival for NRIs with Indian passports.


• Mission to integrate traditional artisans with global markets.


• 17 iconic tourism sites being developed into model world-class tourist destinations.




A new series of coins, easily identifiable by the visually impaired, of denominatons of one, two, five, ten and twenty rupees, to be released.





NEWS: WORLD




The yellow vests protests continue in France


Since November 2018, tens of thousands of people took to the streets across the country to protest against rising fuel prices. These protestors, called ‘Les gilets jaunes’ (the yellow vests), are part of a populist movement for economic and social justice. Besides an estimated 20 per cent increase in the price of diesel since the start of 2018, they are motivated by a high cost of living, and the rising burden of taxes on the working and middle classes. The French are required by law to have a yellow vest in their vehicles, and it is symbolic of the working class and signals distress. On 25 April 2019, President Emmanuel Macron announced reforms to remedy the situation.







Burkina Faso government resigns


[image: Image]


On 19 January 2019 the prime minister of Burkina Faso, Paul Kaba Thieba, and all members of his cabinet resigned, resulting in the dissolution of the country’s government. No reasons were given. The process of appointing a new government began on 21 January, naming Christophe Dabire as the new prime minister. The northern provinces of Burkina Faso have been in a state of emergency since December 2018. The opposition members of the government had earlier called for the prime minister and defence ministry to step down, accusing them of inability to manage the terror situation.







Jamie Chadwick becomes the first woman to win the MRF Challenge


[image: Image]


Britain’s 20-year-old racer, Jamie Chadwick grabbed the title of the first woman to win the MRF Challenge in all its seven seasons. She ended the MRF Formula 2000 championship with the highest points, closely followed by Belgium’s Max Defourny in second place and Patrick Pasma from Finland in third place. The MRF Formula 2000 championship was held in Chennai, India. Chadwick was also the first woman to win the British Formula 3 race in the year 2018.







Gayle backtracks on retirement from ODIs


Chris Gayle, West Indies cricketer, planned on retiring from one-day internationals (ODIs) after the 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup held in England and Wales from 30 May. He made an announcement about his retirement prior to the ODI series against England in February. Gayle has the most number of runs for the West Indies team, after legendary cricketer Brian Lara, with 24 centuries, and the highest score of 215 runs from all his 281 ODI innings. However, he went back on his word in June and made himself available for the ODI series against India.







Brain implants for fighting depression now becoming a reality


[image: Image]


Scientists at the University of California conducted a small experiment on a patient with hundreds of tiny electrodes on the surface of her brain to predict her epileptic seizures by sending a tiny jolt of electricity through each electrode to various parts of her brain. After a few trials, a miniscule jolt to the area of the brain right behind the patient’s eyes resulted in her feeling calmer and more relaxed than before. The experiment, replicated on other patients, brought the scientists closer to a permanent solution to mental illnesses like depression, in order to bring about a positive mood change in the patients. This can be made possible because of the electrical jolts triggering the release of the serotonin hormone, the lack of which can cause anxiety, depression, panic attacks and insomnia.







World’s largest bee rediscovered


Global Wildlife Conservation, an international non-profit organization, announced the rediscovery of Wallace’s giant bee (Megachile pluto) on 21 February 2019, after it was found in Indonesia. This species of bee was earlier listed under the ’25 Most Wanted Lost Species’ by Global Wildlife Conservation. Wallace’s bee is the size of a walnut and is only found in two of the five main Indonesian islands. Females may reach a length of 1.5 inches (3.8 cm), with a wingspan of 2.5 inches (6.35 cm), but males only grow to about 0.9 inches (2.3 cm) long. It has been 38 years since Wallace’s bee was last seen.







Weightless, durable insulation material


[image: Image]


Scientists at the University of California, Los Angeles, invented an ultralight material that can withstand extreme heat, which can destroy any other substance. The porous ‘aerogel’ is a thin ceramic hexagonal boron nitride structure with at least 99 per cent of open space, which makes it almost weightless. It has proven highly durable under very hot temperatures as well as frequent and rapid temperature shifts of about 1,000°C. The material can be used in the manufacture of spacecraft to enable them to withstand high temperatures closer to the sun or while entering the earth’s atmosphere.







European parliament approves ban on single-use plastics


In March 2019, the European Parliament voted for the enforcement of a EU-wide ban on single-use plastic products such as straws, cutlery, cotton buds and stirrers. The law aims at reducing plastic waste that pollutes beaches and oceans. It also penalizes polluters, fining them for a clean-up of the area they have polluted. The products banned under this law account for 70 per cent of all the waste that winds up in the world’s oceans, posing a major threat to wildlife and aquatic life.
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