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WHAT IS 


INEQUALITY?


We are all unique human beings, with different talents and 


skills. As we go through life, our experiences shape who we 


are. But sometimes the different paths we take are caused 


by inequality – not being treated fairly. And this may affect 


how healthy, wealthy or educated we become.


Stereotypes


We can make assumptions 


about the people we meet, 


and this can cause us to 


treat them differently. In the 


workplace, for example, 


men may be given more 


responsibilities than women, 


an older employee may 


be overlooked for training, 


while a younger person 


may be given simpler 


tasks. Someone who can't 


speak the same language 


may be excluded from a 


social gathering if people 


assume they won't enjoy the 


conversation. It’s important to 


challenge our assumptions.


There are over 200 


different nationalities in 


the world and over 7,000 


different languages. But 


we’re all human beings, 


with a great deal  


in common.
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Inequality of outcome


About 200 years ago, there was 


less inequality in the world – life 


was short wherever you lived and 


most people lived in poverty. But 


as countries began to develop, 


inequality grew between nations. 


And within those nations, different 


cultures, policies and laws meant 


that some groups of people were 


left behind. When people are 


richer or poorer than one another, 


or have different opportunities 


available to them, we call it 


‘inequality of outcome’. In this 


book we will look at different types 


of inequality and what we can do 


to make things fairer.


IT’S A  



FACT


In 2015, the United Nations (UN)  


set a series of ‘sustainable 


development goals’ to reach by  


2030, with a central promise to  


‘leave no one behind’. Goal 10  


was to reduce inequality within  


and among countries.


Inequality can cause 


people to have a very 


different standard of 


living, wherever they 


live in the world.
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