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How to use this book



Introduction


These practice papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ English test.


Practice Papers 1 includes six model papers, each containing a comprehension and a writing paper that include a total of 67 comprehension questions and 12 writing tasks. There are…





•  three general training tests in which the comprehension questions are styled to represent short format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/ISEB tests



•  three tests in which the comprehension questions are styled to represent short format CEM/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation. These can be used to increase speed and concentration levels in comprehension for longer-format tests.





Practice Papers 2 includes six model papers, each containing a comprehension and a writing paper that include a total of 104 comprehension questions, 31 spelling, grammar and punctuation questions and 15 writing tasks. These papers include…





•  two tests representing the longer-format GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke comprehension tests and spelling, punctuation and grammar tests in different formats. These tests are of a higher level of difficulty than the tests in Practice Papers 1.



•  four further comprehension tests of varying length with content and timings which represent the most challenging tests set by independent schools.





Practice Papers 2 will help you …





•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented



•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set



•  test your spelling, grammar and punctuation skills



•  work with the most challenging questions set



•  tackle comprehension questions that make you think closely about the text



•  practise further writing tasks in typical formats on a variety of themes



•  build up your speed in answering questions within the time expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.





Pre-Test and the 11+ entrance exams


The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for Pre-Tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools, too. 11+ English tests appear in a variety of formats and lengths and it is likely that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one of style of test. These include:





•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL, CEM and ISEB



•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.





Tests are designed to vary from year to year within and between tests. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions that will come up, making them harder to revise for.


To give you the best chance of success, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent schools teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these practice papers. These books cover the styles and range of comprehension questions that typically occur in a wide range of tests. Each paper also contains a separate writing paper (expected by all independent schools) and some papers in Practice Papers 2 include additional questions to test spelling, punctuation and grammar (an increasingly common feature in the assessments mentioned above).


Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in the content and presentation of questions, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all 11+ English tests.
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For parents


These practice papers have been written to help you and your child prepare for both Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams.


For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.
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