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How to get the most out of this book



This book will help you revise for the Option B4: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88.


Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





1  revised and understood each topic



2  completed the activities



3  checked your answers online.





The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found on pages 39–45.


At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 32–37) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Elizabeth faced numerous challenges on her accession and in the early years of her reign. She overcame some of them but, by 1569, there remained religious problems and the issue of Mary, Queen of Scots.
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1 The situation on Elizabeth’s accession


When Elizabeth became queen on the death of Mary in 1558, she had to contend with urgent problems, most importantly the fear of invasion, financial concerns and religious challenges. In addition, she was considered to be vulnerable because of her gender and this raised issues of security at home and abroad.


1.1 Elizabethan England in 1558


The structure of society in England was hierarchical and this was also seen in the way that the country was governed. Each group in society knew its place and obeyed those who were above them in the hierarchy.


Society and government





•  The queen was the head of society and government and was seen as deriving her position and power from God. She made all the major decisions.



•  The Royal court was the centre of all political power in Elizabeth’s reign. Her chief advisers and key government officials all attended the court.



•  Elizabeth was advised by a small group of leading nobles who had great power and helped to run the government by means of the Privy Council.



•  Elizabeth appointed nineteen men to her Privy Council. The Council met several times a week and offered advice to the queen.



•  The nobles numbered about 100 and they were expected to deal with crime and social unrest in their lands. Nobles would be army commanders in time of war.



•  Beneath the nobles were the gentry, that is the lesser nobles, knights and lawyers. They helped to run local government and acted as judges and sheriffs.



•  There was also a growing class of merchants. These various groups of people helped to run local government.



•  There was a large class of yeomen who owned their land and tenant farmers who rented theirs. Many yeomen had servants and the yeomen could vote in elections to Parliament if they could prove ownership of their land.



•  Parliament was called only occasionally. It met when Elizabeth called it. The main motive for calling Parliament was usually financial. Elizabeth needed Parliament to grant money from taxes to pay for the running of and defence of the country.



•  Parliament was in session only nine times in the years 1558–88. In each session, taxes were granted.



•  Parliament was comprised of the House of Lords, which consisted of about 100 Lords, bishops and judges, and the House of Commons, which was the lower house of Parliament. There were about 450 MPs in the Commons who were elected by wealthy landowners. Members were mainly merchants, men from the gentry and lawyers.



•  At the base of the hierarchy were the craftspeople: labourers, servants and the poor. They had no say in the running of the country.
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Key terms


Hierarchical Classified into successive levels


House of Commons The lower house of Parliament. There were about 450 MPs who were elected by wealthy landowners. Members were mainly merchants, gentlemen and lawyers


Parliament The representative law-making body consisting of the monarch, the House of Lords and the House of Commons


Privy Council A committee of ministers appointed by Elizabeth to advise her
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Exam tip


You will need to know the situation in 1558, in terms of government and society.
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How important


Complete the table below.


Explain the importance of each of the following in society and government when Elizabeth became queen. Give a brief explanation for each choice.




[image: ]




[image: ]







[image: ]


Giving explanations


Below is a table of suggested reasons why Elizabeth called Parliament only occasionally. Complete the table by explaining whether the reason is weak or strong.






	Reason

	Weak/strong






	Groups might plot together in Parliament
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