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Murder most foul, as in the best it is,

But this most foul, strange, and unnatural.



Ghost of Hamlet’s father; I.v.
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Snowflakes twirled in the wind that moaned around the battlements. I turned up the collar of my cloak against the cold, and kept my eyes fixed on the place where the guards had told me they had seen my father’s ghost.

Horatio, my oldest friend, was with me. It was Horatio who had brought me the news that my father, the king, was dead – bitten by a snake while he was sleeping in the orchard – and it was Horatio who had stood by my side at my father’s funeral. Something in me died too that day, and was sealed up in the Royal Tomb with my father. My grief was so great that it sucked the light and joy out of everything.
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From the courtyard below came the sound of drunken laughter.

“Someone is still celebrating the marriage of your mother and your uncle!” Horatio said.

He meant it as a joke, but the joke raised more black thoughts in my mind.

“How could she marry so soon after the funeral?” I said. “How could she forget my father so quickly?”
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