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WHAT IS 


POVERTY?


4


Where in the world?


Poverty occurs in all countries but is most common 


in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. More recently, 


conflict has caused poverty to rise in Northern  



Africa and the Middle East, too. In 2022, World Bank 


figures showed that around 10 per cent of the world’s 


population live in extreme poverty, on less than  


US$2.15 a day – known as the ‘international poverty  


line’. Sub-Saharan Africa is currently the world’s  


poorest region, where over 40 per cent of people  


live in extreme poverty. 


When someone lives in poverty, they are poor. They have few possessions 


and a low income. Some people live in extreme poverty – they can’t meet 


their basic everyday needs such as food, shelter, heating and clothing. 


Poverty can also mean not being able to access essential services,  


such as education, healthcare, sanitation and electricity. 


This girl is collecting 


drinking water in 


sub-Saharan Africa. 


The long walk means 


there’s little time left 


for education.















IT’S A 


 


FACT


In 1990, 36 per cent of the 


world's population lived in 


extreme poverty. By 2015, 


this figure had decreased 


to 10 per cent, partly due to 


the effects of globalisation 


and economic growth.


Relative poverty


Countries are classified as high-, 


middle- or low-income, depending 


on their wealth and the size of 


their population. Because  


the cost of living differs  



between nations, wealthier  



countries are assessed with  


a higher ‘poverty line’ figure. 


When someone is unable to 


meet their everyday needs, we 


call it ‘absolute poverty’. But we 


also talk about ‘relative poverty’ 


– the income needed to maintain  


an average standard of living  



in a particular place.


In high-income countries, 


poverty can mean not 


being able to join in 


with everyday activities 


and perhaps facing 


discrimination because 


of your financial situation 


or other circumstances.


5


Call for action


In 2015, the United  


Nations (UN) set a series  
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