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HOW TO STAY INSPIRED


THANKS




HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.




[image: Illustration]





If you’re feeling even a little bit overwhelmed at the thought of organizing your home, you should immediately breathe a sigh of relief. Because truthfully, we at The Home Edit are barely capable of simple tasks like ironing or cooking rice (Do you leave it covered? Uncovered? Do you need to stir? Why is it so complicated??). But what we are good at is walking into a room, seeing past the mess, and coming up with a methodical plan of attack. So if we can somehow create sense out of chaos, we bet you can, too.


When we first launched The Home Edit (or THE, as we are often called), we had a very clear objective: Transform the way people think about organization. Now . . . we understand we’re not performing brain surgery or curing cancer. BUT we’ve seen firsthand how powerful it c an be to create a clutter-free space and make it exceptionally functional—whether it’s the kids being able to help themselves to a cereal station in the pantry (we’ll do anything to get thirty more minutes of sleep) or finally being able to see your clothes in the closet after clearing away twenty years’ worth of nostalgia (no, your daughter will not want that shirt one day).


We weren’t satisfied with being just another couple of organizers who could sort things into bins and use a label maker. We wanted our spaces to function and look beautiful. So we figured out a unique system that adds a layer of visual aesthetic alongside the practical one—much in the same way a designer approaches a space.


We didn’t do this because it looked amazing on Instagram or because we really (really) like when things are organized in rainbow order—we did it because we believe that organizing spaces shouldn’t just be about putting things in their place. Nor should it just be about the way the room looks. We wanted to showcase the magical sweet spot that exists where function meets form—when spaces are efficient, user-friendly, and aesthetically pleasing all at once. It not only makes sections of your home more enjoyable to look at, but we’ve also found that sprinkling this extra layer of pixie dust inspires people to maintain their organized spaces. Which is the whole point! If, as our client, you’re not able to maintain the systems we put in place, then we didn’t do our jobs effectively.


If we were to go back to your home a year later, we’d want to see that The Home Edit is still working for you. Literally the first thing we do when revisiting a client’s home is to check to see if that vanity drawer or linen closet looks like we organized it last week; if so, we give ourselves a shiny gold star. And guess what? We have a sticker chart FULL of gold stars because the systems we create really do work. (Obviously we keep track of these things because we love accomplishments almost as much as we love sticker charts.)


It wasn’t long before we started to feel like something bigger was happening. Clients all over the country, including Gwyneth Paltrow, Molly Sims, Rachel Zoe, Tiffani Thiessen, and Mindy Kaling, were requesting our services. And then we started to see our work splashed across Domino, Architectural Digest, the Today show, and even the Target website (which was probably the most exciting thing to ever happen to us—no offense to our children). The more exposure we received, the more people asked us, “How on earth can I do that in my home? Surely whipping my house into perfect Gwyneth-worthy synchronization is expensive, time-consuming, and requires a team of people.” Honestly, that’s not true. We’re not gonna lie, organizing can be hard—it requires work, time, and thoughtfulness, and it can be more emotional than people expect. But if you have a system in place and rules to follow—and you don’t bite off more than you can chew—you can get there. And you can trust us on this, because if we can do it, pretty much anyone can do it! (See “Are You a Good Candidate for Organization?”.)





[image: Illustration]






THE Backstory



Before we were organizers, we were just regular people doing average things. Maybe even mediocre people doing less than average things. And we didn’t start out as organizers. We didn’t even start out wanting to create this company together in the first place. In fact, WE’D NEVER EVEN MET BEFORE. It’s true. So before we continue with all the organization stuff that you actually bought this book for, let us first tell you a little bit about us . . . Actually, we’re going to let our friend Leah tell you about how we met, since she introduced us.
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LEAH’S HOT TAKE on How We Met



Clea first moved to Nashville in May 2015. Upon arriving, she thought, Okay, I’m a thirty-three-year-old woman in a brand-new city and know zero people. We moved our family here for my husband’s career, but NOW WHAT?! Cue the panic attack. Before the move, Clea had considered starting an organizing company, but that made a lot more sense back in LA where she had an existing network (of significantly more than zero people). So even though it made no sense whatsoever, she decided “things that make sense” had never played a role in her decision-making, and she was going to start an organizing business regardless of where she lived.


Right after she moved to Nashville, Clea and I became Instagram friends (how else do adults become friends nowadays?), and we quickly moved our online relationship to a real-life breakfast date. We talked about kids, our husbands, being Jewish transplants in Nashville (there are like eleven of us), and owning a small business. She said she was considering starting a full-service home organization company, and I was like, “WHOA, WAIT. I have another friend named Joanna—also Jewish, also has two kids, also has a husband in the music industry, also just moved to Nashville—and she wants to start an organizing company here, too!” So I’m thinking, This is so great! They are going to love each other!


Meanwhile, I call Joanna and tell her about her new destiny and she was like, “No way, no how, no thank you.” More specifically, she said, “I just don’t want a business partner. I’m fine going to lunch with her and MAYBE even having a new friend, but I’ve never had a partner before and it just won’t work.” Well, that went well, I thought. At least they were going to lunch. I wasn’t holding my breath for anything else. And I certainly didn’t expect their lunch to turn into four hours discussing ideas for worldwide organizing domination. And the rest is history! YOU ARE WELCOME.


xo, LEAH








It was obvious from the minute we met that we would be starting a business together. And later that night, after our four-hour lunch, while we were half-giving our kids baths, we were also half-figuring out the future of our business via text. We came up with our name, The Home Edit, secured the domain name and our social handles, and even started filing the LLC paperwork. Organizers are nothing if not efficient, right? Of course, years later we’re both like, I can’t believe I went into business with someone I knew for only a few hours and didn’t do a background check or even a thorough Google search. It’s also hilarious because we were introduced by a mutual “friend” . . . but that person was an online friend from Instagram. Not the most advisable course of action, but we don’t always take the advisable course. After all, we had both moved to a city we had never even set foot in, where none of our friends or family lived—so we figured we might as well continue down the path of following our gut instinct.


Sure, it’s just about the craziest thing we’ve ever done, but it worked out. Chalk it up to “Jewish Stuff + Magic Tricks”. We both went with our intuition, which, as it turned out, is what makes us so well suited for each other. We may be completely different people with varying champagne and candy needs, but we also have plenty of similarities! We both have the ability to tap in to our instincts and just do. We don’t mess around with analyzing things until we’re blue in the face. We just go for it and make it happen, whether it’s building a business from scratch, making sense of other people’s messes, or coming up with solutions for any obstacles we encounter. Sometimes we find ourselves in a work-induced shopping spiral because of it (apologies to our husbands), but that’s another story for another time.


Our differences also work really well together when it comes to organizing spaces. Clea worked in the fashion industry and went to art school, and her approach to organization typically comes from an aesthetic standpoint. Joanna, on the other hand, comes from a more traditional organizing background, which has function as the star of the show. We each balance the other in terms of style and utility—especially because we both firmly believe in how important being organized is for a home to operate effectively and efficiently, and how crucial it is for peace of mind.




YOU KNOW YOU ARE AN OBSESSIVE ORGANIZER WHEN . . .


1. You mentally (and sometimes actually) start rearranging store displays.


2. You always wonder why Starbucks doesn’t line up their sweeteners in rainbow order because it feels like SUCH a missed opportunity.


3. You consider cleaning up to be your main source of cardio.


4. Your friends think it’s funny to rearrange things in your house to see if you notice (YES, WE ALWAYS NOTICE, PLEASE STOP).


5. You label anything that isn’t moving.
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We know people think we’re a little nuts. I mean, who on earth sets out to be an organizer? You’d have to be an insane person to want to volunteer to deal with people’s pasta back stock and piles of sweaters every day. So when people ask us why we do what we do, we tell them it’s because we’re not good at anything else. This is literally the only thing we’re good at. We’re really just talented in this one focused area (thank goodness we found something)! And in case you can’t tell, we’re really, really passionate about it, too. Because it’s not just our job; it’s truly the inner workings of our brains on display. We get excited when we walk into a house and there are messy drawers everywhere. We love peeling back the layers to help get to the root of what makes a space so frustrating for someone—and what the best solutions will be. And pretty soon . . . you will know what solutions will work in those messy drawers (so get ready for some nerdy excitement of your own!).


It’s not because we’re gold-star-collecting egomaniacs (although we do love those gold stars). It’s because we are constantly asked questions about organizing and how people can go about doing it themselves, and we want to finally answer as many of them as we can. We want to give you the tools to bring peacefulness and order to your home. We want to help you finally wrap your head around not just what needs to go where, but why. And ultimately, just like with our clients, we want you to be happy with the end result. We want you to feel good about your house and your own organizing abilities! So often we hear “I’m just not that kind of person.” But you totally can be. And not only are we going to get you there, but we’re going to help you feel confident that your organizational systems will work for the long run.
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Are You a Good Candidate for ORGANIZATION?



We’ve said it before—you don’t have to be a professional organizer to be good at putting things in their place. All you need is a basic understanding of the process, a healthy dose of inner honesty, and a host of strategies, tools, tips, and tricks to help you figure out how to best organize your space. Still not convinced that you can do as we do? Ask yourself these questions:
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