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If you’ve picked up this book, congratulati ons, 


you get douze points. The Eurovision Song 


Contest is awesome! 


It’s popular across all of Europe and even in 


some non-European countries (looking at you, 


Australia!). But no one loves the contest like 


the Brits. In 2022, more people watched the 


Eurovision Song Contest in the UK than in any 


other country (8.9 million). They love it – but 


in some countries (halló Iceland) the standom 


verges on unhinged. Viewing fi gures regularly 


show that in Nordic countries, Eurovision 


is watched by up to 99% of the viewing 


populati on. Music is in their blood: it’s what 


keeps it from freezing. 


Eurovision is much more than a TV show: it’s 


a way of life, like football or saying you don’t eat 


bread. Since 2015, you can even go to university 


and study it. But you’ll have to travel to Melbourne 


(where else?) to take Eurovision classes. 


Eurovision:


Hello, bonsoir, Guten 


Abend, benvenuto a the 


Eurovision Song Contest 


Grand Prix, the greatest 


show on earh.


After 20 years in the wilderness, 


the UK is in it to win it!















Listen up!


The number of songs gift ed to us through 


the contest is now over 1,600. That’s one 


impressive playlist!


The contest is much more than a single night of telly viewing. It lasts for at 


least six months – starti ng with each country’s contestant selecti on process 


(some of which are televised, like Spain’s Benidorm Fest) and ending with the 


trophy-snatching on the night of the Grand Final. Add in Junior Eurovision, the 


Eurovision Choir and the Eurovision Dance Contest, and – well, you get it: it’s a 


whole year of Eurovision fun!


Eurovision has given us megastars like ABBA and Celine Dion, rising stars like 


Måneskin and Sam Ryder, and personal favourites that everyone else seems to 


have forgott en, like Lake Malawi and The Common Linnets. 


world domination


Eurovision is a genre. Even if all the songs are utt erly 


diff erent, they share a DNA, a certain sense of pace and 


drama, a neediness to be liked and, of course, a three-


minute run ti me. 


Fans love all of Eurovision: the shoddy and the spectacular, 


the tear-jerkers and the booty-shakers, the songs with deep 


impactf ul messages and the earworms that put ‘Baby Shark’ 


to shame – do-do-do-do. 


And in this book we’re going to cover them all!




world domination






And in this book we’re going to cover them all!
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Al Kind o


Céline Dion, 


icon-de-Eurovision 


The contest keeps on giving, becoming 


increasingly eclectic, getting bigger and better.


Since Eurovision began in 1956, with just 


seven competi ng countries, the show 


has had its ups and downs and even 


tried the pati ence of some viewers, like 


during the four-way ti e debacle of 1969. 


But the best shows survive by evolving 


– from updati ng the rules to allow at-


home voti ng to creati ng must-see TikTok 


content. There’s nothing like it in the 


world, and to lose it would be Dusti n the 


Turkey levels of terrible. But 


the great thing about 


the ESC (Eurovision 


Song Contest) is that 


it just takes a couple 


of great acts to make 


it iconic. Eurovision 


is one of the single 


best ways for a new 


arti st to reach a global 


audience. And not just for 


one year, but for a lifeti me. 


From fairly early on, 


Eurovision organisers realised 


that it HAD to be a diverse 


and inclusive show or suff er 


from terminal irrelevance 


and dullness. 1964 saw the 


fi rst non-white contestant, 


Indonesian-born Dutch 


singer Anneke Grönloh, for 
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Everythin


Wha ha Eurovisio don 


for us? Quit  lo actuall.


1956 


Gifted countries with a  


  showcase for their unique talents


1965 Basically taught us French



1967 Made ‘no shoes’ a thing



1974 Alered us to the Swedish  



  talent for pop 


1975 Educated us in the unfairness 



of favouritism


1981 Invented ‘reveals’



1988 Unleashed the Quebecois 



Queen


1998 Celebrated trans excellence



2007 Gave drag a global platform, 



(years before 


RuPaul’s Drag Race


)


2012 Allowed grannies to bake



2014 Endorsed beards for all



2015 Proved that where you live 



shouldn’t matter between friends


2021 Made rock ‘n’ roll cool again



2022 Taught us that patience is 



sometimes rewarded


the Netherlands. Paul Oscar was the first 


openly gay artist, representing Iceland in 


1997, and a year later, trans icon Dana 


International won. In 2002, Germany sent 


the first blind performer to the contest, 


Corinna May, and in 2021, Romania’s 


Eurovision star, Roxen, came out as


non-binary. Difference is not a drawback. 


Eurovision is the perfect place for an 


artist to celebrate who they are. By its 


very nature, Eurovision is about belonging 


and community. Every year it creates a 


new gang, a troupe who will be linked for 


ever by their shared experience. As fans, 


that sense of togetherness is compelling. 


If you want to get mushy about it, you 


could call it family. 


Eurovision has gone from seven 


countries having a nice evening out, 


to a peak of 40 nations battling their 


way to snatching the gold medal in the 


Olympics of song. The song is massively 


important, but let’s not pretend it isn’t 


also about crazy fashion, over-the-top 


performances, impressive vocal ranges, 


epic dancing, human-sized hamster 


wheels and pyrotechnics galore. More 


on all of these later in the book. 
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Thinking of entering the ESC one day? Well, you’d better remember these rules.


20


Eurovision


Rules


1 



The song’s songwriter has 


to be from the country; the 


performer does not.


2 



The song must be no longer 


than three minutes. It has to 


be original and never before 


released or publicly performed.


3 



Entrants must be 


sixteen years or 


over on the day 


of the final.


4 



There can be no more 


than six performers 


on stage.


6 



No one will fly 


through the 


venue on wires.


5


No live animals are 


allowed on stage.


7 



No water is allowed on 


stage (Jedward put an 


end to that malarkey with 


their fountain staging).


8


No confetti is 


allowed in any 


performance.


9 



There must be 


no  trademarked  


or overtly 


poltical or 


religious 


content.


10 



The song can 


contain no foul 


language (Måneskin 


had to edit their 


song before they entered it).


11


All lead  


vocals must  


be performed live 


– on stage or off 


stage. 















12 



No person on 


stage is allowed to 


lip-sync, although 


pre-recorded background 


harmonies can be used.


13  



No instruments are allowed 


to be plugged in on stage. All 


music must be pre-recorded.  


Instruments can be ‘played’, for 


effect, but the music everyone will hear is 


pre-recorded.


14 



44 is the 



maximum 


number of 


countries allowed 


to enter.


15 



26 is the maximum 



number of songs 


allowed in the Grand 


Final. Six are guaranteed – from 


the Big Five countries and the 


host nation, the previous year’s 


winner. 


17


After a random draw of first half/second 


half, the running order will be decided by the 


contest producers.


20 



You cannot 


vote for your 


own country.


18 



No 


contestant 


can 


participate 


in more than one entry 


per year.


16 



38 is the 



maximum 


number of 


countries that 


can compete in 


the semi-finals 


for the remaining 


20 spots. 


19 



The dress 


rehearsal, 


which the jury 


judges, must 


be identical to the final 


performance.


Voting Explained


Each country has a total of 10 votes to give to their favourite 10 songs out of 


the 26 at the Grand Final. 12 points are awarded to the best song, then 10, 8, 


7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1. The lesser-liked remaining 16 songs are given no points.


Each national jury, made up of five members from the music industry, will 


rank all 26 songs in the Grand Final from favourite to least favourite. Their 


scores will be combined then added to the televotes of viewers at home. The 


percentage weighting is 50/50. 
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Eurovision


52 countries have taken par in Eurovision, not all of them in Europe.


Luxembourg is 


the missing


 powerhouse of 


Eurovision. They have 


won fi ve ti mes, but 


haven’t competed in 


30 years. 


Morocco 


entered just 


once, in 


1980.


Ukraine has 


an unblemished 


qualifi cati on record, 


making it to the fi nal 


with every song 


they’ve ever 


submitt ed.


10 former 


republics of the 


Soviet Union have 


competed in the 


ESC.















mapped


Th 52 participatin 


countries(an th 


year the joine)


1.   Luxembourg (1956)



2.   France (1956)



3.   Germany (1956)



4.  Italy (1956)



5.   Switzerland (1956)



6.   Belgium (1956)



7.  The Netherlands (1956)



8.   Austria (1957)



9.   Denmark (1957)



10.  United Kingdom (1957)



11.  Sweden (1958)



12.  Monaco (1959)



13.  Norway (1960)



14.  Spain (1961)



15.  Finland (1961)



16.  Yugoslavia (1961)



17.  Portugal (1964)



18.  Ireland (1965)



19.  Malta (1971)



20.  Israel (1973)



21.  Greece (1974)



22.  Turkey (1975)



23.  Morocco (1980)



24.  Cyprus (1981)



25.  Iceland (1986)



26.  Bosnia & Herzegovina (1993)



27.  Croati a (1993)



28.  Slovenia (1993)



29.  Estonia (1994)



30.  Lithuania (1994)



31.  Hungary (1994)



32.  Slovakia (1994)



33.  Russia (1994)



34.  Poland (1994)



35.  Romania (1994)



36.  North Macedonia (1998)



37.  Latvia (2000)



38.  Ukraine (2003)



39.  Andorra (2004)



40.  Albania (2004)



41.  Serbia & Montenegro (2004)



42.  Belarus (2004)



43.  Bulgaria (2005)



44.  Moldova (2005)



45.  Armenia (2006)



46.  Georgia (2007)



47.  Serbia (2007)



48.  Montenegro (2007)



49.  Czech Republic (2007)



50.  Azerbaijan (2008)



51.  San Marino (2008)



52.  Australia (2015)



Andorra 


sent six entries to 


Eurovision between 


2004 and 2009. None 


of them qualifi ed and 


they seemingly 


gave up.


San Marino 


almost never 


qualifi es (only ¼ of their 


songs make it to fi nals), 


yet they keep on trying. 


That’s the Eurovision 


spirit!


America has broadcast Eurovision 


every year since 2016. First it 


was on Logo, then Netf lix and 


most recently Peacock. 


There are seven countries who 


have never parti cipated in the 


contest but are eligible to enter: 


Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 


Libya, Tunisia and Vati can City.
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Top 5 scorin winner (b %)


Arist   Song    Country Points  % of all possible points



Anne-Marie David   Tu te reconnaîtras   Luxembourg   129  80.63


Brotherhood of Man  Save Your Kisses  UK  164  80.39 



  for Me


Nicole  Ein Bißchen Frieden  Germany  161  78.92


Katrina and the Waves  Love Shine a Light  UK  227  78.82


Alexander Rybak  Fairytale  Norway  387  78.6


  


Top 10 song b jur vote


Arist   Song    Country  Points 


Salvador Sobral  Amar Pelos Dois  Portugal  382


Dami Im  Sound of Silence  Australia  320


Sam Ryder  Space Man  UK  283


Kristian Kostov  Beautiful Mess  Bulgaria  278


Cesár Sampson  Nobody but You  Austria  342


Gjon’s Tears  Tout I’Univers  Switzerland  267


Cornelia Jakobs  Hold Me Closer  Sweden  258


Benjamin Ingrosso  Dance You Off  Sweden  253


Barbara Pravi  Voilà  France  248


Tamara Todevska  Proud  N Macedonia  247


Comeback kings


In 2022, ‘Fade to Black’,  Azerbaijan’s entry, 


became the first ever song to get nil-points from 


the semi-final televote and still make it to the finals 


off the back of a healthy 96-point jury score.


High and


Let’s break down the highest scoring Eurovision songs: weirdly, 


some of them aren’t even winners. 
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Top 10 song b televot


Arist   Song    Country  Points 


Kalush Orchestra  Stefania  Ukraine  439


Salvador Sobral  Amar Pelos Dois  Portugal  376


Sergey Lazarev  You Are the Only One   Russia  361


Kristian Kostov  Beautiful Mess  Bulgaria  337


Jamala  1944  Ukraine 323


Måneskin  Zitti e Buoni  Italy  318


Netta  Toy  Israel  317


KEiiNO  Spirit in the Sky  Norway   291


Go_A  Shum  Ukraine 267


SunStroke Project  Hey Mamma  Moldova  264 


Nil and void


Up until 2022, there have been 39 instances of nil-points, 


two in the semi-final and 37 in the Grand Final. Belgium was 


the first ever recipient of the dreaded zero in 1962. Only 


one song has ever gotten nil-points from all juries and the 


public since the new voting system was introduced in 2016: 


‘Embers’ by James Newman, the UK entry for 2021. 



The people’s winner 


The voting public always choose different winners to the jury.  



The jury loves a serious anthem, while the voters often choose 


the exciting, quirky and genre-defying songs.


The highest number  


of ‘douze points’ ever 


awarded was given to 


Kalush Orchestra in 


2022, with their song 


‘Stefania’ – 28  



of them!!!


Norway and  


Austria have  


received the most 


nil-points  


ever: 4.


oh, so low
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This is where it all began – as a good-natured 


competition to bring Europe together after the war.


ErAvision:


The historic


Despite the fi ft ies being known for their rock ‘n’ roll 


(Elvis Presley, Ray Charles, etc), Eurovision of the 


1950’s was a genteel aff air with easy-listening ditti  es that 


sound very dated to modern ears. The fi rst ever winner, 


Lys Assia from Switzerland, and the Netherlands’ Corry 


Brokken, were queens of these golden years, entering three 


years in a row and each taking home a win. 


Firs


The fi rst ever Eurovision was held in famously neutral 


Switzerland with a grand total of seven countries: Belgium, 


France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and 


Switzerland. Switzerland won . . . maybe they weren’t so 


neutral aft er all! 


Losin i th new winnin 


Despite coming third in 1958, ‘Nel Blu Dipinto Di 


Blu’, aka ‘Volare’ (To Fly) by Domenico Modugno 


was the runaway winner of the enti re decade. 


The song went to number one in 


America, winning two Grammy 


Awards: Song of the Year and Record 


of the Year, and it was selected as the 


second-best Eurovision song of all ti me 


at the fi ft ieth anniversary show in 2005. 


First! Eurovision legend 


Lys Assia















1950


S


Enter th UK . . . jus


Aft er missing the fi rst competi ti on, the UK entered with a song so short, that you 


might’ve sneezed and missed it. Coming in at 1 minute 52 seconds, ‘All’, sung by 


Patricia Bredin, whizzed its way to seventh place, out of ten entries. The song 


was the fi rst of the competi ti on to be sung in English, and the shortest ever, unti l 


Finland broke the record in 2015.


Year   Countr   Son   Performer


1956   Switzerland  Refrain   Lys Assia


1957   Netherlands   Net als toen   Corry Brokken 


1958  France  Dors mon amour  André Claveau


1959  Netherlands  Een beetje  Teddy Scholten


1950s Winners


Apart from the 


winning song, 


zero footage 


survives of the 


fi rst Eurovision. 
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Eurovision 


started out as a radio 


show. Cameras did fi lm 


it for the few people who 


had televisions but by the 


sixti es, when approximately 


75% of homes had a TV set, 


the show was primarily 


seen as a television  


programme. 
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The swinging sixties took a good fi ve years to reach Eurovision, 


but when they did, the contest never looked back.


ErAvision


:


Pop music was prett y much invented in the 1960s, and it fi nally 


arrived at Eurovision with France Gall in 1965. The 1960’s saw 


a whole bunch of fi rsts for the competi ti on, with its fi rst ever 



broadcast on a Saturday night in 1961, and the fi rst ever 


nil-points were given in 1962.


Th gal o Gainsbour


France Gall’s winning song, Poupée de cire, 


poupée de son, was the fi rst out-and-out 


pop song to win Eurovision. The song is 


cute bubblegum pop, but the lyrics are 


darker and somewhat worrisome. Writt en 


by legendary French singer-songwriter 


Serge Gainsbourg, the song, which roughly 


translates to ‘Wax Doll, Rag Doll’, sees Gall, who 


was seventeen, singing about how she’s only a 


doll, with a voice controlled by someone else 


(Gainsbourg) – a litt le troubling!


1969’ four-wa ti dram


When four contestants won Eurovision 


in 1969, it became a whole big thing that 


scandalised Europe. It’s easy to see how it 


happened. Back then, each jury was made up 


of ten people who each gave their favourite song one point. 


So when four countries – France, Spain, the Netherlands and 


the UK – ended up with 18 points, what could organisers do 


but ‘crown’ the lot of them? Luckily there were four medals 


In 1967, Sandie 


Shaw’s ‘Puppet 


on a String’ won 


more than double 


the points of the 


runner-up. 


go pop!


 BOOM! 


Lulu gives the UK its second win 
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