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INTRODUCTION


It’s been over 10 years since 2015 – the “Year of Drake” – when Canada’s biggest musical export was everywhere, as ubiquitous as he was multitalented and, without a doubt, the most famous musician on the planet. In the five years before that, and with the arrival of his jaw-dropping debut album Thank Me Later (2010), Drake conquered every corner of the globe, utterly smashing chart records everywhere he went – he remains the most-streamed male artist in the world, even today – and breaking the Internet with a veritable feast of meme-worthy interviews and his iconic collection of sweaters.


As the first ever bi-racial Canadian Jewish child actor turned rap star, Aubrey Drake Graham has always been a unique proposition. (Go on: name another bi-racial Canadian Jewish child actor turned rap star?) But, as the rapper himself has gone to great pains himself to say, where he is from and what he looks like is only a small part of his staggering global success. His music, like him, is in a league of its own. Simply put, there’s no one else like him in the game. He’s an artist that transcends genres and defies conventions, mixing searing honesty and vulnerability with tremendous self-confidence and authenticity, all over the top of delicious beats and flawless flows. Like him or not, he’s the real deal.


From child actor to high school dropout to iconic giant of popular culture, Drake has been a mesmerising mononym in the mainstream, bigger than even Beyoncé (maybe), bringing together rap, hip-hop and pop all under one very entrepreneurial roof… and selling more than 170 million albums in the process.


Now, as he approaches 40, this little guide celebrates Aubrey Drake Graham in the best way possible: through his own wit and wisdom. Of which there’s a lot, judging by the next 192 pages. This tiny tome is a celebration of the man, the myth and the music and his reputation for being one of the most innovative and entertaining rappers of his generation, no matter what Kendrick Lamar may say to the contrary.


Enjoy!











CHAPTER ONE


SO LONG JIMMY BROOKS


For seven years, from the age of 15, Drake juggled an acting career on the popular Canadian teen soap drama Degrassi: The Next Generation with his burning desire to create game-changing rap and hip-hop.


The music won, and the world hasn’t been the same since…








[image: Open quotation.]


The new version of Fresh Prince frequently referred to as Mr. Big Dreams… the only rapper up north that could claim king, but won’t because I always let the people decide. A self-proclaimed king is merely a peasant with a big mouth.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on who he is, when asked “Who the fuck are you?”, interview with Leslie Woods, WRG Magazine, 2006.





[image: Open quotation.]


I know that Aubrey Drake Graham is not hood. I’m not a gangster, I don’t have no desire to be hard. I will talk to you about real situations that I have really been through. I will give you pieces of my life, hoping that you will give me time in yours. I’m not afraid to go to the States and say I’m from Toronto. As a rapper, what you’ll always get from me is a variety of emotions. Whenever you listen to my CD, whether you’re the hardest dude or the bitterest cat, I’ll give you a real story to think about. Just to sit back and be like, ‘Damn yo, that’s a trip.’


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on his mission statement to the world, interview with HipHopCanada, July 12, 2006.





[image: Open quotation.]


My name is Drake. I started in 2008, I came all the way from Toronto, Canada. The year is now 2025, and Drizzy Drake is very much still alive.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, his first live remarks after the release of Kendrick Lamar’s ‘Not Like Us’ diss track, Perth, Australia, February 4, 2025.





[image: Open quotation.]


I had an audition for a TV show that ultimately shaped my life, and before my audition, I went to this kid’s house. And out of a desire to be accepted, I succumbed to peer pressure, and I got high with these kids right before my audition. I kind of wonder if maybe I’m still high and this is just me playing out my ideal life!


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on being high before his infamous audition for Degrassi: The Next Generation, promo video for the It’s All a Blur tour, 2023.





[image: Open quotation.]


My dad was in jail for two years and he shared a cell with this dude who didn’t really have anyone to speak to. So, he used to share his phone time with this dude. At the time I was 16, and this dude would always rap to me over the phone. He would call me and we would just rap to each other. After while I started to get into it and I started to write my own shit down. Eventually I learned the art of making a song and wanted to be in music.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on how he first got into rapping, interview with Damien Scott, Complex, May 30, 2009.







October 24, 1986


The day Drake was born. Cyndi Lauper’s ‘True Colours’ was No.1 on the U.S. charts and Whitney Houston’s debut album was No.1 on the album charts.








[image: Open quotation.]


Degrassi was never something I saw as potentially ruining a music career. It was a great TV show. It had a cult following.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on the Degrassi: Next Generation TV show he appeared on from 2001 to 2008, interview with Amos Barshad, Heeb, June 18, 2010.
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At first, I wanted to make the rapper’s rap album, to prove that I’m one of the best. And then I realized, like, you know what? Fuck you.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on proving his talent to people when he has nothing he needs to prove, interview with Elliot Wilson, Respect, September 13, 2019.





[image: Open quotation.]


Music was part of the reason I was kicked off the show, Degrassi. Back then, I’d spend a full day on set and then go to the studio to make music until 4 or 5 a.m. I’d sleep in my dressing room and then be in front of the cameras again by 9 a.m. Eventually, they realized I was juggling two professions and told me I had to choose. I chose this life.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on juggling two careers while acting in Degrassi: The New Generation, interview with Lynn Hirschberg, W Magazine, October 15, 2015





[image: Open quotation.]


Coin me as mainstream or pop, man, I don’t care. But I make real hip-hop records.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on being a genuine hip-hop artist, interview with Chris Lee, Los Angeles Times, June 14, 2010.





[image: Open quotation.]


I know my sound. I make records to fuck to.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on his signature sound, interview with Complex, January 25, 2010.





[image: Open quotation.]


The three biggest misconceptions about me are that I’m a cocky asshole because I’m a famous male rapper, that any part of me wants to be gangster or hood, and that I grew up rich.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on his signature sound, interview with Complex, January 25, 2010.





[image: Open quotation.]


I’m so solid on who I am, who I’ve been from day one, who I am now, the music I make, the decisions I make. I used to be so tuned into what people had to say about me, their little comments and shit on the radio and online. I just don’t care anymore. I just don’t give a fuck.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on no longer worrying about what people say about him, interview with Damien Scott, Complex, November 15, 2011.





[image: Open quotation.]


Acting was all I wanted to do, at first. I loved music. I just didn’t necessarily believe in music being the focus right away.


[image: Close quotation.]


Drake, on acting, interview with Claire Hoffman, GQ, April 13, 2012.
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