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Chapter One


A Sleepless Night


“Aisha?” whispered Emily Turner. “Are you awake?”


The duvet on the bed next to Emily’s shifted, and her best friend Aisha Khan’s face appeared. By the moonlight shining faintly through the curtains, Emily could see her grin.
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“I’ve been trying to keep my eyes closed,” Aisha whispered back. “But then I start thinking about unicorns, and I’m wide awake again!”


Emily giggled. “Me too!” The two girls were having a week-long sleepover at Enchanted Cottage, where Aisha lived with her parents. They were in Aisha’s bedroom, each snuggled under a cosy duvet.


“I tried counting sheep, but that didn’t work,” Emily said. “So then I tried counting unicorns. But that just made me wonder what Queen Aurora was doing!”


Queen Aurora was the unicorn who ruled over Enchanted Valley, a magical world of wonderful creatures – and the girls’ special secret. They had been to Enchanted Valley for lots of adventures, and helped save their unicorn friends from a wicked unicorn called Selena. She wanted to rule over the whole land and would do anything to make that happen.


“We’re both too awake to sleep now,” Aisha said. “I know! Let’s have some milk and cookies instead.”


The girls got up and put on their fluffy slippers and dressing gowns. Emily went over to the chest of drawers to fetch their matching unicorn keyrings, which were hanging from one of Aisha’s athletics trophies. The magical keyrings were gifts from Queen Aurora, so she could call them back to Enchanted Valley. The girls took them everywhere.


Slipping the keyrings into their dressing-gown pockets, they padded quietly down the stairs, careful not to wake Mr and Mrs Khan. In the kitchen, Aisha filled two glasses with ice-cold milk while Emily took a box of hazelnut cookies out from one of the cupboards.


They sat down at the kitchen table. The curtains were open, and the girls gazed out at the velvety black night sky, sprinkled with stars. The moon was a curl of silver. “It’s called a waxing crescent when it’s like that,” Emily explained. “In about three weeks it’ll be a full moon.”
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Aisha was impressed – but not surprised. Emily was a science whiz! “I wonder if—” she started. Then she gasped. “Emily, look!”


Emily glanced down to where Aisha was pointing – at her dressing-gown pocket. Light shone through the fabric. Her heart racing, Emily took out her keyring. Aisha pulled out hers too. The crystal unicorns were glowing!


“You know what this means,” said Aisha, grinning.


Emily grinned back. “We’re going to Enchanted Valley!”


The girls held the keyrings together so the unicorn horns were touching.
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Immediately, the kitchen seemed to melt away. A dazzling rainbow of sparkles whooshed around them. They held hands tightly as they were lifted up, up, up …


When their slippers touched the ground again, the girls were no longer in the Khans’ kitchen. They were standing on grass, under a night sky. Ahead of them they could just make out a hill where there stood a palace, gleaming faintly gold through the dark.


They were back in Enchanted Valley!


The two girls hurried up the hill. “It looks like Selena’s horrible magic hasn’t gone away,” said Aisha, her slippers rustling through the grass. Selena wanted the throne of Enchanted Valley for herself. She was responsible for this darkness, and had threatened she would never end it unless the unicorns made her their queen.


They reached the palace. Roses grew up the golden walls, filling the air with their sweet scent. A drawbridge lay across a moat of water, and standing on it was a beautiful unicorn. She glimmered with soft shades of orange, gold and red – all the colours of a beautiful sunrise. She dipped her long, elegant horn in greeting.


“Welcome back, girls,” the unicorn said. Her voice was low and sweet, like a cello.


“Queen Aurora!” Emily and Aisha cried together. Aisha threw her arms around Aurora’s neck and hugged her. Aurora laughed.




[image: images]







[image: images]





Queen Aurora was followed by another unicorn, who was candyfloss pink with a deep pink mane and tail. Her horn was pink and sparkling. The girls had met her before – she was Slumbertail, one of the four Night Sparkle Unicorns who looked after night-time in Enchanted Valley.


“It’s lovely to see you!” said Slumbertail, and the girls hugged her too.


When she pulled away, Emily glanced at Slumbertail’s neck. All the unicorns wore a locket that gave them the magic they needed to do their job in Enchanted Valley. Queen Aurora was in charge of friendship, and her locket contained twin suns playing together. But Slumbertail’s neck was bare.


“Selena’s still got your locket,” said Emily in dismay.


Slumbertail nodded sadly. Selena had stolen the Night Sparkle Unicorns’ lockets, and was using them to make life horrible in Enchanted Valley. Aisha and Emily had rescued two of the lockets, but they knew the endless night wouldn’t be broken until all four were safely back with their owners.


“We’ll do our best to find it,” Aisha promised Slumbertail.


“We know you will,” said Queen Aurora. “But in the meantime, I have decided we must make the best of this darkness.” Her eyes shone. “Girls, how would you like to come to a unicorn sleepover?”


Both Emily and Aisha grinned. “We’d love to!”
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