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My revision planner


Part 1 Government, the rights of King and people


1.1 England in 1272


1.2 Henry III’s legacy


1.3 The development of rights and justice


1.4 The development of government


1.5 The role of Robert Burnell


1.6 The development of Parliament under Edward I


Part 2 Life in Medieval England


2.1 Changes to towns and villages


2.2 The development and success of the wool trade


2.3 Royal finance and taxation


2.4 The expulsion of the Jews


2.5 The Church and education


2.6 The development of the legal system


Part 3 Edward I’s military campaigns in Wales and Scotland


3.1 Medieval warfare: tactics and technology


3.2 The invasion and colonisation of Wales


3.3 Castle building in Wales


3.4 The Great Cause: relations with Scotland


3.5 William Wallace’s challenge to Edward I


Exam focus


Glossary









How to use this book








Features


Each topic from the specification is covered in a double-page spread with the following features:
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Progress tracker


Tick this box to track your progress:




	•  One tick when you have revised and understood the content.


	•  Two ticks when you have tackled the Revision Tasks and/or practice questions.
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Key term




	•  Key terms are highlighted and defined in the glossary at the end of the book.


	•  These are the terms that you need to understand in order to write clearly about a topic. Precise use of language is very important for top marks.
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Revision point


Instead of headings, the content is divided into revision points. These are worth learning in their own right. They summarise the three to five key points about each topic. Take the revision points together and you have the course covered.
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Key point


If you forget everything else remember this.
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Bullet points


This is the detailed knowledge you need to back up the revision point. The GCSE course emphasises the use of relevant, precise and detailed knowledge. Think of the revision point as the headline and the bullets the detail you can use in your answer.




	•  Learn this your own way – make mnemonics, use highlights.


	•  Mark this up. Use your pen. This should look like your book once you have finished.


	•  Sometimes we have used tables and charts to make it easier to remember. A good way to revise is turn a table into bullets or turn the bullets into tables. Whenever you change the format of the knowledge, your brain has to process it.
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Answers online


At www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes we have provided model answers for all tasks and exam-style questions. However, just because you write something different from us, it does not mean yours is wrong! Often, history does not have right and wrong answers. As long as you can explain your point clearly and support your argument with evidence, you can say many different things.
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Tip


Throughout the book there are regular tips that explain how you can write better answers and boost your final grade.
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Revision task


These tasks develop your exam skills. Sometimes you write in the book, sometimes you write in your notebook.


Our advice is to work through each chapter twice:




	•  The first time learning the content.


	•  The second time using the revision tasks and practice questions.





Answers to revision tasks are provided online.
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Test yourself




	•  As you revise the content the first time, use these to check your knowledge and recall.


	•  Try answering them without looking at the bullets. See how you get on.


	•  Usually the answers are obvious but in case they are not, there are answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.


	•  Don’t worry about these questions second time through. Focus on the revision tasks instead.


	•  If you want to revise on the move, there are also self-marking knowledge quizzes on each topic here: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes. These can to be used on your phone or computer.
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Practice question




	•  All the main question types are practised either as a part of a revision task or as practice questions.


	•  Model answers to the practice questions are available online: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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British Depth Study








How the British Depth Study will be examined
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Overview of the British Depth Study – Medieval England: the reign of Edward I, 1272–1307


A study of a short period (just 35 years) which allows you to understand the complexities of the period and draw links between events; the British Depth Study focuses on the people, events and issues that shaped England’s development in that short period.




	
•  You will need to understand:



	
•  how causes link together



	
•  the extent and nature of change over time.







	
•  You will need to evaluate interpretations of the period.


	
•  You will use your own knowledge of the period to help you to understand a particular historic site such as a public building, or a stately home, or a battle site.
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There are a number of key skills you will need for the British Depth Study
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There are four main question types in the British Depth Study exam


This is Section B of Paper 2. It is worth 40 marks in total. You will be asked the following types of question:




	
1  How convincing (or accurate) is this interpretation?

(8 marks)


You will be given a visual or written interpretation. You will have to identify the main arguments in this interpretation and consider how convincing it is based on your own contextual knowledge. You do not have to write about the interpretation’s provenance.




	
2  Explain the importance of …

(8 marks)


This will focus on a key event, person, group or development. You will need to identify and explain the importance or significance of this. You will need to show your understanding of second-order concepts such as causes or consequences or change over time.




	
3  Write an account of …

(8 marks)


You will have to write an analytical narrative account of an event in the period you have studied. This will need to be structured clearly and contain a wide range of specific factual knowledge relevant to the question. It will also use second-order concepts such as cause and change.




	
4  An essay question linked to a specific site

(16 marks)


As part of your GCSE syllabus, you will study a specific historical site relevant to the time period. In the exam, you will be given a statement about the site which you will have to agree or disagree with based on both your extensive factual knowledge of the site and your contextual knowledge of the time period studied. You will need to form and support your own judgement about the issue in a sustained manner.


Note: the content is not covered in this revision guide as the location changes each year.
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How we help you develop your exam skills




	
•  The revision tasks help you build understanding and skills step by step. For example:

Eliminate irrelevance will help you to focus on the question.


Develop the explanation will help you to make your writing more analytical.


Spot the interpretation will help you to identify arguments in an interpretation.


Support or challenge will help you to write balanced essays.




	
•  The practice questions give you exam-style questions.


	
•  Exam focus on pages 42–45 gives you model answers for each question type.





Plus:


There are annotated model answers for every practice question online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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Part 1 Government, the rights of King and people








1.1 England in 1272





The King owned all the land in England and granted it to those who were loyal




	
•  England in 1272 followed the feudal system.


	
•  This meant the King owned all the land and granted land to who he wanted. In return, his followers promised:



	
•  their loyalty


	
•  to pay taxes



	
•  to fight for the King


	
•  to keep the countryside safe


	
•  to provide food and supplies.







	
•  This was a rigid system of give and take and everyone knew their position in the social hierarchy.


	
•  Land equalled wealth, power and status in medieval society.
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The Church had huge influence over peoples’ lives in medieval society




	
•  The Church was the hub of every settlement. People were expected to attend church every Sunday.


	
•  The Church was led by the Pope. Tension often arose when people were caught between obeying their Pope or their King.


	
•  The Church had immense power, wealth and influence in the 13th century and bishops ranked alongside barons within society.


	
•  It owned large areas of land, some of which were occupied by churches and monasteries.


	
•  Monasteries housed many books and members of the clergy were usually the only ones who could read and write. For this reason, clergy often became advisers and officials to the King.


	
•  Monks and nuns also treated the sick in monasteries and nunneries.


	
•  There were separate church courts to try people who broke religious laws.
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Key point


English society in 1272 was balanced between the traditions of the feudal system, an influential Church and the benefits of a thriving economy based around the wool trade.
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England’s increasing wealth in town and country was due to the wool trade




	
•  Agriculture was the main industry in 1272.


	
•  Farming sheep for wool was more profitable than growing crops so more and more land was used for grazing. The growth of the wool trade increased England’s wealth.


	
•  Former farm-labouring peasants headed to towns looking for work which led to the growth of towns.


	
•  Populations in towns such as Winchester, York, Lincoln and Norwich as well as London, grew in size as merchants would gather to trade wool. Many merchants became very wealthy and towns would benefit from their wealthy citizens.


	
•  Guilds of craftsmen in towns became increasingly powerful as they controlled their products and workforce.


	
•  Living in a town was not as strict as living under the feudal system in the countryside, though it was more dangerous with a higher risk of disease due to the unsanitary and crowded living conditions.
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TIP


Make sure you can spell key terms and that you know what they mean. Make sure you use them in your answers to exam questions.
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[image: ]Explain the significance


Link up the heads and tails in this table below to summarise England in 1272.






	Feature

	Significance






	English society followed the feudal system

	so many peasants found themselves out of work.






	Monks were able to read and write

	due to the demand for wool and the increase in its trade.






	Land for growing crops was turned over to sheep farming

	so merchants became a wealthy section of society.






	England became a wealthy country

	with all the land coming from the King.






	As towns’ populations grew, trade increased

	so had influence over peoples’ religion and health.
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[image: ] Spot the mistakes


For all your answers, you need accurate and precise knowledge. This paragraph has five factual errors. Find and correct them.
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The King owned all the land in England and gave it to his knights in return for their loyalty. The main industry at the start of Edward II’s reign in 1272 was farming. The majority of people worked in the fields, growing crops. This soon changed to goat farming as the demand for wool increased and farmers realised more money could be made from wool than crops. This new industry challenged the traditions of the feudal system as barons found themselves out of work and having to move to towns to find jobs. The woollen industry created a variety of new jobs as well as a new class of people within the feudal system: the bishops, who became wealthy citizens of increasing larger towns.
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[image: ] Test yourself




	
1  What was the feudal system?


	
2  How did the Church exert so much influence over society?


	
3  Why did England’s economy grow in the late 13th century?
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[image: ] Practice question


Write an account of what England was like in 1272 at the start of Edward I’s reign.


(8 marks)
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