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EDITOR’S NOTE


History has been kind to William Webb Ellis but few can testify what his teammates thought of him on a wet day in 1823 when, with complete disregard for the rules of football, he picked up the ball and proceeded to run with it. In the annals of time, however, he will be forever blessed for inventing the honourable, brutal, but always beautiful game of rugby.


Amongst these pages you will find timeless quotes and quips that will serve as a reminder that rugby, despite its international renown, is a funny and unmistakably English occupation – as Peter Cook once said, ‘Who else but an Englishman could have invented an oval ball?’
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