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“Guaranteed to get you spinning and twirling
round your bedroom!” 
Alice, 9
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 “I like the characters very much and am
looking forward to the next book.” 
Eden, 8
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“Once you start it, you can’t stop reading it!”
Levana, 8
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“I enjoyed reading this book because
I loved the characters.”
Mira, 8
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“I can’t wait to read the next book.”
Susan, 8



 

Strictly Come Dancing logo & © BBC 2010
BBC logo & © BBC 2011

Based on the BBC television programme Strictly Come Dancing
© BBC Worldwide Limited 2012

First published in Great Britain in 2012
by Hodder Children’s Books
This ebook edition published in 2012

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored or transmitted, in any form, or by any means with prior permission in writing from the publishers or in the case of reprographic production in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency and may not be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

A Catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978 1 444 91107 7

Hodder Children’s Books
A Division of Hachette Children’s Books
338 Euston Road
London NW1 3BH
An Hachette UK company

www.hachette.co.uk

www.hodderchildrens.co.uk

www.franklinwatts.co.uk

www.orchardbooks.co.uk

www.waylandbooks.co.uk



[image: images]



[image: images] Which three words best describe the jive to you?

Energetic, ferocious and uplifting.

 

[image: images] How old were you when you discovered you loved to dance?

I was three years old, I started dancing very young!

 

[image: images] Did you go to a special dance academy like Bella?

Yes, I went to the Ipswich School of Dancing which was my local dance school. I spent most of my free time there.

 

[image: images] How old were you when you won your first dance competition?

I was five years old, obviously it wasn’t a professional dance competition like the competitions I did as a grown up but it was a fun experience for a little boy and it was wonderful to win.

 

[image: images] What is your favourite dance and why?

The jive because it’s a fun, lively dance and I’m a fun, lively person!

 

 

Turn the page to find out how Bella learns to dance the jive …
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“Make sure you keep the beat, girls!” Miss Anna clapped her hands in time to the music as the Strictly Dance Academy girls went through their routine for the third time that afternoon. “One and two, three and four,” Miss Anna counted out the steps of the complicated samba section in the middle of the dance she’d choreographed for them. Bella took a breath and concentrated as hard as she could on getting the steps right. As they came to the final few moves of the routine, she kicked her leg as high as possible. Miss Anna was always telling them to “kick high to the sky!”


Bella raised her arms for the finishing position and broke out into an enormous smile. Every day at the academy she was learning something new and she totally loved it!
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“Excellent dancing everrrryone!” Miss Anna said as the music stopped. “You are working as hard as my students back in Russia!”

Bella grinned over at Sofia and Natalie. She thought how happy she was that she’d met them. Dancing was always Bella’s favourite thing to do but it was even better when she was dancing right next to her best friends! Sofia grinned back and Natalie winked – they were enjoying being in the academy every bit as much as Bella.

I really am in the best school in the world, Bella thought. Even after a couple of months, she still found it hard to believe that she really belonged. She remembered when she had come to the auditions with her dad. She had been one of the least experienced girls to try for a place and yet she’d been picked to be in the Strictly Dance Academy! Not only that, but since Bella had started training, she’d been chosen to dance in a carnival with the band New Ride and to perform in a gala performance of a West End musical. Sometimes it felt as if she wasn’t so much in a dancing school as on a dancing roller coaster!

Miss Anna clapped her hands again to get their attention. “Now, everyone, make sure you do your stretching exercises properly – we do not want any pulled muscles …”

Bella shuddered. She couldn’t bear the thought of not being able to dance because of an injury. She was about to start her stretching routine when Miss Anna called over. “Bella, Natalie, Sofia and Veronica, may I see you for a moment?”

Bella ran over with the other three girls, her heart thumping. That was the thing about being in the Strictly Dance Academy – you never knew what was going to happen next!

Miss Anna waited for the rest of the class to leave and then turned to the four girls. “I have some news for you,” she said, smiling. “A film producer has been in touch with the academy.”

A film producer! Bella felt a buzz of excitement run through her. What was this about?

“He’s looking for some junior dancers for a scene in his new film,” Miss Anna went on. “But the problem is, he can’t hold regular auditions because the whole project is top secret.”

“Top secret?” Sofia asked.

“Yes. Because the star of the film is Jet Rogerson,” Miss Anna said. The four girls gasped. Jet Rogerson! Bella’s insides did a triple twirl. Jet Rogerson was the most famous actor in the entire world! Not only that, he was also Bella’s favourite actor in the entire world!

“The film is set during the 1950s and there’s a scene set at a prom with a big dance number,” Miss Anna continued. "So you’ll all learn the routine and then one of you will be chosen to dance it with Jet.”

Bella shook her head in shock. She could hardly believe it. She had a poster of Jet Rogerson up on the wall of their dorm and now she was going to get the chance to meet him … it was like a dream!
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