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1NEWS: INDIA
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Demonetization Gain


On 8 November 2016, the Government of India declared all ₹500 and ₹1000 notes invalid. People had till the end of the year to exchange old notes and the banks remained shut the next day to stock new notes. Millions lined up in massive queues as banks opened for deposit and exchange of old currency. The Government allowed the use of old notes till 14 November and deposit till 30 December 2016. Banks continued to be chaotic due to insufficiency of new notes. In its annual report for 2016-17 released on 30 August 2017, the RBI stated that ₹15.28 lakh crore, or 99 per cent of the demonetised ₹500 and ₹1,000 notes, have returned to the banking system.
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PM Inaugurates Flight Scheme


The Indian Government launched the ‘Udan Yojana’ scheme in January 2017, in which any traveller can book a seat on a flight for only ₹2500. Only 50 per cent of the seats in a flight will belong to the scheme. The rest of the seats will be cost as per the market rate.
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Bharat QR Code - World’s First Inter-operable Payment Solution


On 21 February 2017, the Indian Government announced the launch of the world’s first inter-operable payment system in which customers do not have to use cash, credit or debit cards to make payments. This is a part of the Government’s policy of moving towards a cashless economy, cutting down costs significantly. The Government had launched the BHIM app (Bharat Interface for Money) earlier, with a ‘scan to pay’ system. The Bharat Quick-Response code is machine-readable and can be scanned using the camera of a smartphone.





Centre of Excellence for Para-Athletes


The Minister of State for Youth Affairs & Sports, Sri Vijay Goel, laid the foundation for a Centre of Excellence for para-athletes at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, on 5 February 2017. The centre is being built with a proposed budget of ₹50 crore and will have world-class training facilities for differently-a bled sportspersons preparing for the Asian Games, Commonwealth Games and the Olympics. The centre will also have an indoor hall, hostel, VIP accommodation for foreign guests and an open area for warm-up.
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Indian Government Launches Free Anti-Virus software


The IT Ministry of India launched its first free anti-virus software program for mobiles and desktops. According to IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, it is an integral part of ‘Digital Swachh Bharat’ and the project, costing ₹90 crore, will be spread across five years. Cyber-security watchdog ‘Certln’ would identify potential infected systems and report to the Internet Service Providers, and the users in turn would be provided with the ‘Cyber Swachhta Kendra’ link from where they can download the anti-malware software.
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ISRO Records Another First


ISRO created history on 15 February 2017 by launching 104 satellites in a single launch. surpassing Russia’s record of 37 satellites in 2014. The PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) C37 rocket was launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh, at 9:28a.m. The 714 kg Cartosat-2 Series Satellite, along with 103 co-passenger satellites, was launched with a total weight of 1,378 kg.




Debate over NATIONALISM and FREEDOM of Expression Continues


The Ramjas College controversy began on 21 February 2017, over an invitation to JNU student Umar Khalid, who was briefly arrested in February 2016 on charges of sedition. The invitation was then later withdrawn and led to several clashes between students and professors against the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). Protests with a large number of student populations have taken place since the JNU controversy last year, including the #NotInMyName protest scheduled in Delhi and several other cities on 28 June, against incidents of violence and hatred.
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Indian film Lipstick Under My Burkha Receives Audience Award


Lipstick Under My Burkha by Indian filmmaker Alankrita Shrivastava was given the Audience Award at the Glasgow Film Festival in Scotland in February 2017. The award was presented by Scottish actor David Tennant, in spite of the fact that the Central Board of Film Certification, India, refused to approve it on the pretext of the film being too ‘lady oriented’. The film showcases the lives of four women of different ages and their journey to freedom, and was eventually released in July 2017.
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Indian Women’s Ice Hockey Team wins first international match


The Indian Women’s Ice Hockey Team, led by Tsewang Chuskit, registered its first international win against the Philippines on 10 March 2017at the IIHF Challenge Cup of Asia. It won by one point (4-3). This victory came after months of the team having to struggle for funding and adequate equipment.





India’s Longest Surface Tunnel in Jammu and Kashmir


India’s longest surface tunnel was inaugurated on 2 April 2017 in Jammu’s Udhampur district. The tunnel, located at a height of 1,200 m, runs for 9 km, and reduces the distance between Jammu and Srinagar by 30 km. It took nearly six years for the project to be completed and has cost over ₹3,720 crore. The Chenani-Nashiri Tunnelway is a significant landmark in Indian engineering as it is the country’s first tunnel with an integrated tunnel control system and has been built keeping in mind the earthquake-prone zone across which it runs.




Kashmir Elections: Turnout, 200 Instances of Violence


On 9 April 2017, by-elections took place in Jammu and Kashmir for Srinagar and Anantnag Lok Sabha constituencies. The turnout was found to be 7 per cent - the worst poll figure in 30 years of the State’s electoral history. The elections were also accompanied by unprecedented violence with nearly 200 instances of clashes reported.





HIV Bill in India


In April2017, the Indian Parliment passed a historic bill for HIV patients, the first of its kind in South Asia. According to the new HIV Bill, patients will have equal access to medical facilities, employment, housing, education and religious burial grounds. According to Health Minister J.P. Nadda, any form of hatred or discrimination against HIV patients will be punishable by law.
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India’s First AC Rail Ambulance


Central Railways unveiled the country’s first air-conditioned railway ambulance in Mumbai. It is based on the idea that injured passengers could be saved if treated within an hour of the accident. According to reports, the ambulance will prove specially helpful when transporting organs from one state to another for transplants.. It was made after 19 passengers died and 145 were injured in a rail accident in Raigad district of Maharashtra in May 2014.




India Signs Loan Pact with the World Bank


India has signed a US$175 loan pact with the World Bank for the National Hydrology Project. This project aims at better management of water resources. Since most of India’s agriculture depends upon rainfall, this project would help to relieve the persistent water-stress in the country. This project would also help institutions to assess the water situation in their area and act accordingly to prevent floods and droughts.





Cow Ban


On 21 May 2017 the Ministry of Environment of the Indian Central Government banned the sale of cows for slaughter at animal markets and restricted cattle trade. The new rules do not amount to a blanket ban on cattle trade or their slaughter, and licensed breeding remains legal. The central regulation for cattle business notified this week allows only farmland owners to trade at animal markets. The notification covers bulls, bullocks, cows, buffaloes, steers, heifers and calves, as well as the camel trade.


Impressive Young Entrepreneurs


The second Forbes ‘30 under 30’ Asia list 2017 features 300 young entrepreneurs. More than 50 Indians, including gymnast Dipa Karmakar, Olympic medallist Sakshi Malik and actress Alia Bhatt, are among Forbes’ list of super achievers from Asia as people who are ‘pushing boundaries of innovation’. India is second only to 76 mentions from China.
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New DU Syllabi Implemented


Delhi University students who opt for the popular fiction elective course will now study Chetan Bhagat’s first novel Five Point Someone and J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone during undergraduate studies. The new syllabus for courses offered by the English Department was passed by the committee of courses on 18 April and will be sent to the academic and executive council for a final nod. Other texts included in the course are Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women and Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express.


Proposal to Make India Part of the UNSC


The United Nations Security Council (UNSC), which seeks to maintain international peace and security, is set to make the G4 countries (Brazil, Germany, India, Japan) its newest permanent members, given a small caveat: they will not be able to use their veto powers until the Council has further decided. Veto powers can only be used by permanent members of the Council and allows them to reject proposals put forward by the Council. While the overwhelming majority of the Council currently supports this expansion, China, a permanent member with veto powers, is set to give stiff opposition to this move.
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ISRO launches its heaviest ever rocket GSLV Mark III D1


Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has launched its heaviest ever rocket, GSLV Mark Ill 01, from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh, on 5 June 2017. This is the first developmental flight of the heavy-lift launch vehicle GSLV Mark-Ill 01 that can carry fourtonne class satellites into the 36,000 km geostationary orbits. As per reports, the mission’s success will enable India to launch such satellites on its own rocket, instead of paying huge amounts of money to foreign space agencies to execute the operation.




Implementation of Goods and Services Tax in India


On 1 July 2017 India implemented its much-awaited Goods and Services Tax (GST). This reform aims at eliminating the tax brackets at the different stages of production so that only one single tax remains— the GST. This will reduce the burden on the consumer as he or she will only pay the final tax charged by the last member of the supply chain. According to Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, the implementation of this tax will reduce inflation, make tax avoidance difficult and benefit India’s GDP growth.
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The Indian Presidential Elections 2017


The elections to choose the 14th President of India were held on 17 July 2017. The BJP-Ied government and the Opposition had nominated separate individuals as President Pranab Mukherjee’s successor. The result of the Presidential election was declared on 20 July 2017. Ram Nath Kovind, the NDA nominee, a lawyer and former Governor of Bihar, became the second Dalit to be elected as the President of India.


World Bank to Give US$63 Million for ‘Tejaswini Project’


The World Bank will provide US$63 million to the Jharkhand government to empower about 6.8 lakh girls under the ‘Tejaswini: Socio-Economic Empowerment of Adolescent Girls and Young Women Project’. The project will be effective in 17 districts of Jharkhand. It aims to provide basic life skills to girls and help them move towards completion of secondary education. The closing date for the project is 30 June 2021. The pact was signed in the presence of Raj Kumar, Joint Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, and Junaid Kamal Ahmad, country director, on behalf of the World Bank.
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Madame Tussauds Museum at New Delhi


India is set to unveil its Madame Tussauds Museum at New Delhi’s Regal Cinema in Connaught Place,. The museum will have statues of famous personalities like Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Amitabh Bachchan, Sachin Tendulkar and Lady Gaga, and portals where visitors can interact with the lifelike statues of the celebrities. The wax figures have been made in London for the purpose of maintaining uniformity throughout Madame Tussauds museums across the globe.
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First Elementary Floating School on Loktak lake, Manipur


The All Loktak Lake Fishermen’s Union, in collaboration with the People Resources Development Association, inaugurated India’s first floating school at Champu khangpok, Manipur. The school, situated 50 km from Imphal, is for those forced to drop out of school due to the recent evacuation of the Phumdis. The school plans to educate children up to class VIII, and will cater to the needs of both children and illiterate adults.




India Ranks 88th in ‘Women in Politics 2017 Map’


The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women recently launched the ‘Women in Politics 2017 Map’ in order to show the participation and representation of women in the political sphere across the globe. India ranked 88th among 186 countries in terms of appointment of women to ministerial posts.
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Triple Talaq: Supreme Court Strikes It Down


Triple talaq, the controversial Muslim divorce law that allows men to leave their wives immediately by uttering ‘talaq’ (divorce) thrice, has been banned by the Supreme Court, which has called it illegal and unconstitutional. A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar gave its verdict on 18 May after a six-day marathon hearing. The ball is now in Parliament’s court. The Centre had, during the course of hearings earlier this year, told the bench that it will come out with a law to regulate marriage and divorce among Muslims, if triple talaq is held to be unconstitutional.




NEWS: WORLD
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Donald Trump Wins US Presidential Elections


In January 2017, businessman Donald Trump was elected as the 45th President of the United States and Mike Pence was elected as the 48th Vice President. An estimated 160,000 people attended the inauguration ceremony held on the West Front of the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. In addition to being the oldest and wealthiest person to be elected president, Trump is also the first president without any prior military or governmental service experience.
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Women for Equal Rights


On 21 January 2017, one million people participated in a historic Women’s March as a show of protest on the first full day of the Donald Trump administration. The march protested for legislation and policies regarding human rights and other issues, including women’s rights, immigration reform, healthcare reform and racial equality. This protest was staged largely due to statements and policies attributed to the US president who is being regarded, by many, as anti-women and anti-immigrants. It was the largest single-day protest in US history.
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La La Land Sweeps Award Ceremonies and Sets a New Record


La La Land, an American film written and directed by Damien Chazelle, has become one of the most talked about and awarded films of recent times. The musical film about an aspiring actress and a Jazz pianist was released on 9 November 2016. In January 2017, it was nominated for 14 Academy Awards, tying with All About Eve and Titanic for the most nominations of all time and won five awards. It bagged another five awards at the British Academy Film Awards (BAFTA).










Pakistan Appoints its First Female Foreign Secretary


In March 2017, Tehmina Janjua became the foreign secretary of Pakistan, the highest career position in its Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Janjua is a seasoned diplomat with over 30 years of experience and is the first woman in the history of the country to take on the position.





Immigrant Situation in Europe Worsens


The European Commission (EU) had planned to distribute and relocate refugees from areas of conflict like Syria and Iraq, among member states by September 2017. There were 13,21,560 asylum claims in 2015 and so far, only 21,000 asylum seekers have been relocated. This is despite the EU threatening legal action against erring countries. While the EU is maximizing its efforts to provide asylum, anti-migrant and anti-refugee sentiments have increased in the wake of rising terror attacks in Europe.


British Teenager Finds a Major Error in NASA Data


In March 2017, Miles Soloman, a 17-year-old British student, was working on a project that allows school students in the UK to access data recorded by radiation detectors during British astronaut Tim Peake’s six-month stay on the International Space Station. During his research, he spotted an error in the energy levels. He jumped into action and emailed NASA, who could then work on fixing the error. He got a big thank-you from NASA for his presence of mind.
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ISIS Faces Another Setback


The ‘Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant’ (ISIS), a jihadist group that came on to the international scene in 2014, suffered a major setback when American-backed militia fighters in Syria seized the main route that connects Raqqa, the self-proclaimed capital of the ISIS, to its territory in south-eastern Deir ai-Zor province. This severed the last remaining supply route to Raqqa and may have eliminated an escape route for Islamic State fighters.
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New Zealand River Gets the Legal Status of a Person


In March 2017, Whanganui river in New Zealand got the same rights and status as that of a living human entity. The river, located on the North Island of New Zealand, is the third longest river in the country and is of major significance to the Maori tribe, who have fought for its recognition as their ancestor. The interests of the river will be looked after by a human representative chosen from within the tribe. The government has approved NZ$30 million for the health and wellbeing of the river.





Iceland Becomes First Country to Make Equal Pay Mandatory


Iceland has become the pioneer in equality by instituting equal pay for all, irrespective of gender, sexuality, nationality and ethnicity. Every company with 25 or more staff is required to gain a certificate showing pay equality. The Icelandic government announced the ground breaking law on 8 March, International Women’s Day. The government aims at implementing the law by 2020. Iceland is not the first country to introduce such a scheme - Switzerland and Minnesota, US, already have, but Iceland is the first to make it mandatory.
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World Happiness Report 2017


According to the World Happiness Report 2017, launched on 20 March 2017, Norway has been declared as the happiest country in the world. The first report was published in April 2012 and it takes into account factors like generosity, honesty, income, health and good governance. It also factors in GDP (a country’s economic value), corruption and personal freedom. Norway is followed by Denmark, Iceland and Switzerland. The World Happiness Meeting was held in the United Arab Emirates in February 2017.
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Theresa May’s Election Gamble Backfires


In April2017, British Prime Minister Theresa May called for a surprise election. She believed that a fresh vote would strengthen her government’s majority, and help smoothen the post-Brexit negotiations with Europe. May’s party lost 12 seats in Parliament, when they had hoped to gain nearly a hundred. While her Conservative Party still has the largest number of seats, having won 318 out of 650 seats, they no longer hold a majority. This has led to what is called a ‘hung parliament’ where no one party has a majority of seats in the Parliament. The result weakened the British PMs power considerably and damaged her credibility in political and public circles.


Turkey Holds Historic Constitutional Referendum


A referendum was held throughout Turkey on 16 April 2017 on whether to approve 18 proposed amendments to the Turkish Constitution that were brought forward by the governing Justice and Development Party (AKP) and the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP). The results of the referendum: 51.3 per cent in favour and 48.7 per cent against the amendments. In a radical overhaul of the State, the office of the Prime Minister was abolished and the existing parliamentary system of government was replaced with an executive presidency and a presidential system. Recep Tayyip Erdogan has now taken over as the Turkish President.


Earthquake Strikes Chile


A strong earthquake struck the west coast of Chile on 24 April, rocking the capital Santiago and briefly causing alarm along the Pacific Coast, but sparing the quake-prone nation from any serious harm. The US Geological Survey stated a magnitude of 6.9- usually capable of causing severe damage. Santiago office buildings swayed for about 30 seconds at the end of the workday. Closer to the epicentre, residents scrambled for higher ground, remembering the lessons from the country’s devastating earthquake and tsunami in 2010.




France Elects a New President


Emmanuel Macron of En Marche party was elected as the French President on 7 May 2017, becoming France’s youngest ever president. He won by a decisive margin over his rival Marine Le Pen of the National Front (FN). Macron is Centrist and pro-business, while Le Pen is part of the Right-Wing movement.





Earth’s Magnetic Reversal


The earth’s magnetic field is facing an impending reversal, according to geologists and scientists. Planet Earth is surrounded by an invisible magnetic field, with its north pointing towards the geographical South Pole and vice versa. But the earth’s magnetic field reverses every few million years and the last reversal occurred about 780,000 years ago. Scientists have found that the magnetic North Pole is moving northwards at an alarming rate of 64.3 km per year as opposed to 16 km per year in the 20th century. The magnetic field protects the atmosphere, so a reversal would affect the navigation system, transmission of electricity and make the northern lights appear at various latitudes.


Iran’s Reformist President Re-elected


In May 2017, former diplomat Hassan Rouhani won the presidential elections in Iran. Rouhani has previously won support for his efforts to end Iran’s international isolation and bring in more foreign investment. His landslide victory likely stems from the same support. His re-election will, hopefully, safeguard a 2015 agreement with the UN and the US, under which most international sanctions have been lifted in return for Iran curbing its nuclear programme.
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Air Strike May Have Killed Islamic State Leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, says Russia


In May 2017, the Russian army conducted a night raid in Syria, targeting a meeting of high-ranking ISIS chiefs where, reportedly, the leader of the Islamic State, Baghdadi, was also present. About 30 mid-level militant leaders and 300 other fighters may have also been killed, said the Russian military. While his death will strike a major blow to the Islamic State, Russia has been unable to provide any proof of Baghdadi’s death, leaving other countries sceptical.
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World Leaders Voice Dismay as Trump Pulls Out of the Landmark 2015 Global Agreement to Fight Climate Change


On 31 May 2017, President Donald Trump withdrew the participation of the US from the landmark 2015 global agreement to fight climate change, drawing anger and condemnation from world leaders as well as heads of industry. The agreement, signed in 2015, involved 195 countries vowing to fight climate change by reducing carbon emissions.


Pakistani PM Resigns Over Panama Papers


On 28 July 2017, Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif resigned from office, hours after the country’s Supreme Court ruled to disqualify him from elected office. The court’s decision to dismiss Sharif was based on accusations of corruption against him stemming from the Panama Papers. The Panama Papers inolves the leak of 11.5 million files from the database of the world’s fourth largest offshore law firm, Mossack Fonseca. The documents show how several influential people have exploited secret offshore tax havens.




India Re-elected to UN’s Economic and Social Council


In June 2017, India was re-elected to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), United Nations’ principal organization on economic, social and environmental issues, for a three-year term. India was among the 18 nations that won, obtaining 183 votes, the second highest after Japan in the Asia-Pacific category. India had to seek re-election as its current term is set to expire this year. Pakistan, whose term was expiring as well, sought re-election but lost.





Trump Seeks to Extend Travel Ban


In June 2017, the Trump administration was handed a partial victory as the Supreme Court allowed the government to carry out the 90-day travel ban on people visiting from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen as well as a 120-day suspension of the US refugee resettlement programme for people who don’t have a ‘credible claim of a bona fide relationship with a person or entity in the United States’
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BRICS Summit


The ninth BRICS summit was held in China’s Xiamen city. The BRICS, with Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa as the participating nations, is an international relations summit and took place from 3 September to 5 September 2017. The theme of this year’s event was ‘BRICS: Stronger Partnership for a Brighter Future’ Several new agreements were signed and the the major topic of discussion was battling terrorism.
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US Witnesses the First Total Solar Eclipse in 38 Years


The US witnessed a total solar eclipse on 21 August 2017. The celestial event was visible from a narrow path spanning the US from the West Coast to the East Coast. The eclipse, which lasted for 2 minutes and 40.2 seconds, was reportedly the most-observed and most-photographed eclipse in history.





Archaeologists Uncover Ancient Trading Network in Vietnam


In August 2017, a team of archaeologists from Australian National University (ANU) uncovered a vast trading network that operated in Vietnam around 4,500 years ago. The team analyzed a collection of stone items found at an archaeological site in Southern Vietnam, that include a sandstone grinding tool, used axe heads and other objects that, it is believed, come from another site. This indicates not just the existence of a major trade network, but also the presence of specialist toolmakers and technical knowledge. The discovery has led to a major revision of what was previously known about ancient Vietnamese society and culture.


Tensions Rise Between North Korea and the United States


On 22 August 2017, North Korean and US representatives engaged in a heated debate at a United Nations meeting. They accused each other of posing a nuclear threat. Fears have grown over North Korea’s development of missiles and nuclear weapons since they test-launched intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM) in July 2017. Those fears worsened after Trump warned that North Korea would face ‘fire and fury’ if they threatened the US. In 2017, several shows of force and provocative threats have been exchanged between the two nations.




TERROR STRIKES!


Kabul Mosque Attack: A suicide bomber struck outside a Shi’ite mosque in the Afghanistan capital, Kabul, on the night of 15 June 2017, killing four people, including a leader of Afghanistan’s ethnic Hazaras, Hajji Ramazan Hussainzada. Another five people were wounded. ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack.


Attack in Jerusalem: On 18 June 2017, a young police officer was killed in a terror attack by three Palestinian attackers, who assaulted Israeli officers with automatic weapons and knives. Both ISIS and Palestinian militant groups such as Hamas claimed responsibility. Ramadan celebrations in Israel were affected as a result. Additionally, 200,000 permits for Palestinians to enter Israel during the holy month of Ramadan were revoked.


London Mosque Terror Attack: A shocking attack, which left 10 people injured and one man dead, took place on 19 June 2017 in London, UK. A 48-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of attempted murder, immediately after the attack, after he was was pinned down by witnesses until the police arrived.


Barcelona Attack: On 17 August 2017, a van was driven into pedestrians in Barcelona, Spain, killing 13 and injuring at least 130 people. Just nine hours after this, another horrific attack took place in nearby Cambrils, as five men drove into pedestrians, killing one and injuring six people. All five terrorists were shot by the police.







People to Remember


FIDEL CASTRO (13 August 1926 – 25 November 2016)


Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz, a political leader and revolutionary, orchestrated the Cuban Revolution and was the head of Cuba’s government until 2008.


JAYARAM JAYALALITHA (24 February 1948 – 6 December 2016)


Fondly called ‘Amma’ by her followers, Jayalalitha started out as an Indian actor at a young age, and eventually became a political leader. She served six terms as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.


CARRIE FISHER (21 October 1956 – 27 December 2016)


Carrie Frances Fisher was an American actress, writer and humorist, who first became known for playing Princess Leia in the Star Wars film series. She was the daughter of Debbie Reynolds (see below).


DEBBIE REYNOLDS (1 April 1932 – 28 December 2016)


In addition to being one of the most promising Hollywood actors of her time, Debbie Reynolds was a singer and humanitarian. She gained acclaim for numerous movies and musicals such as Singin’ in the Rain and The Unsinkable Molly Brown.


OM PURI (18 October 1950 – 6 January 2017)


Om Puri was an Indian actor who worked in both mainstream and art films. He received critical acclaim for his films Aakrosh and Ardh Satya, and was awarded the Padma Shri in 1990.


EUGENE CERNAN (14 March 1934 – 16 January 2017)


Amercian astronaut Eugene Cernan was the eleventh and last person to walk on the surface of the Moon as of 2017.


KENNETH J. ARROW (23 August 1921 – 21 February 2017)


Arrow was the youngest-ever winner of the Nobel Prize for Economics. This American economist and political theorist is known for his contributions to welfare economics and to general economic equilibrium theory.
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CHUCK BERRY (18 October 1926 – 18 March 2017)


Charles Edward Anderson Berry, famously known as ‘Chuck’ Berry, was an American singer, songwriter and guitarist. He is one of the most influential figures behind the development of the ‘rock and roll’ genre of music.
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VINOD KHANNA (6 October 1946 – 28 April 2017)


The Bollywood veteran began his career in 1968 and became a household name in India during the 1970s and 1980s. He acted in more than 100 Bollywood films and was widely seen as a counterfoil to the ‘angry young man’ played by Amitabh Bachchan.




ANNIVERSARY


100 YEARS OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION


2017 marked the centennial year of the Russian Revolution – a landmark event in international history that brought socialism to the forefront for the very first time, bringing centuries of Russian Imperial rule to an end.


Why Is It a Landmark Event?


What is now known as the Russian Revolution consisted of three distinct but interlinked events in Russia, in 1917. The first was the February Revolution – when Russia’s prevailing Tsarist regime was replaced by a democratic republic. The second event was the Bolshevik Revolution in October 1917 – when Russia’s fragile, new republic was overthrown in a military coup and replaced by single-party dictatorship under the Bolsheviks. The third was the three-year civil war that stemmed from the Bolshevik coup.


The events of the Russian Revolution that led to the creation of the Soviet Union had a deep impact on the entire world. It led people to reconsider their fixed ideas about social class, economy and government. The revolution was the first time in history when a dynasty that had ruled for centuries was brought down by its own people. Private ownership was abolished and the Tsar was replaced with a Council of People’s Commissars. The Communist movement spread across the world and Russia became a socialist country. Not many other events in the past century has had such a far-reaching impact on the lives of millions of people on every part of the planet.
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Commemorating the Revolution


The Russian Revolution Centenary Committee, along with its partners such as the Marx Memorial Library, the Indian Workers Association and the Society for Co-operation in Russian and Soviet Studies, is arranging for talks by eminent historians, walks like the East-End walk, May Day celebrations, lectures on the impact of Russian Revolution on art and culture, and the Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival. All the events will take place in London UK.
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JANE AUSTEN BICENTENARY DEATH ANNIVERSARY


Jane Austen, the creative mind behind the most delectable and witty heroine of the 19th Century, Elizabeth Bennett, was born on 16 December 1775 to Rector George Austen and Cassandra Leigh, in Hampshire, UK. She showed independence, free-spiritedness and a strong will in her female characters. Austen’s family, encouraged learning and acting, and stimulated her Intensive writing career.


LEGACY: Austen’s characters were always replicas of people she met in her village and people she Interacted with on her tours to Bath, London and Warwickshire. Through her novels, she raised the bar for the women of her time, as they retain their individual essence and voice. Elizabeth Bennett, created against the backdrop of whimpering sentimental comedies and novels of her day, was the author’s favourite as she described her as ‘as delightful a character that ever appeared in print’. Pride and Prejudice, having sold 20 million copies in 200 years of its publication, is ample proof that many others share the author’s opinion.


ADAPTATIONS: Jane Austen’s novels have been extensively adapted for screen performances such as Ang Lee’s Sense and Sensibility and the BBCTV series Pride and Prejudice, starring Jennifer Ehle and Colin Firth.


CELEBRATIONS


■ Jane Austen’s house has been converted into a museum known as the Museum at Chawton, located in Hampshire. It in close association with the Jane Austen Society, is arranging for writing, printmaking and letterpress workshops and guided walks through the village of Chawton, through the year. It will also arrange an exhibition of 41 objects belonging to Austen and her family, spread throughout the year. It has been named ‘Jane Austen in 41 Objects’, as she was 41 when she died. Some of the artefacts include Jane’s writing table, the unfinished manuscript of her last novel Sandition and Rev. George Austen’s bookcase.


■ The Hampshire Cultural Trust, along with Jane Austen’s House Museum and various other partners across the county, is preparing for celebrating the 200th anniversary of Jane Austen’s death. Events include exhibitions, talks (‘Stinking Fish of Southampton’) and drama performances like Young Jane, Meeting Miss Austen and an adaptation of Persuasion.


[image: image]


JOHN F. KENNEDY BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS


Born on 29 May 1917 in Massachusetts to an influential Irish political family, John F. Kennedy was the 35th and the youngest president of the US. He studied at Harvard University, Cambridge, where he published his thesis titled ‘Why England Slept’ on Britain’s unpreparedness for World War II. Along with milestone policies formulated on foreign and internal affairs, he is best remembered as the president who inspired a generation of Americans to excel in all endeavours and believe in the ‘great American dream’.


LEGACY: ‘Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country’ is one of his most frequently quoted lines that were a part of his speech delivered at the White House, after being elected. Under Kennedy, the US made remarkable strides in public service and the Civil Rights Movement also gained traction. He quickly rushed to support the West Berliners after the Berlin Wall was erected, dividing the city into Allied and Soviet-controlled territory. Most notable among his foreign allies on nuclear test ban treaty were Russia’s leader Nikita Khrushchev and Britain’s Prime Minister Harold Macmillan. Kennedy established the Peace Corps program and prompted action towards a comprehensive Civil Rights Bill.
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CLEBRATIONS


The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Massachusetts is preparing a year-long celebration of Kennedy’s birthday, in association with National Archives and Records Administration. The John F. Kennedy Centennial is arranging talks such as ‘American Experience: The Great War’, PEN Hemingway Awards, National Marionette Theatre’s ‘Hansel and Gretel’, Centennial Touch Football Games and commemorative events like the Peace Corps’ Commemoration.




INDIA TURNS 70!


To celebrate India’s 70th Birthday—here’s a timeline of milestones marking every year.
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1947 After years of the freedom struggle - India emerges as an independent country, inspiring other colonized nations.


1948 Despite having participated in the Olympics since 1920, the Indian contingent marches as an independent nation for the first time, holding up the tricolour. It wins its first Gold Medal in Field Hockey.


1949 India adopts a new Constitution drafted by the Indian Constituent Assembly. It is the longest written constitution of any sovereign nation in the world.


1950 India becomes a sovereign democratic republic and does away with the British India coins to mint the first Rupee coins of independent India.


1951 India not only hosts the first edition of the Asian Games but also ranks second with 15 gold medals.


1952 India holds its first general elections with a voter turnout of 45.7 percent. The first person to cast his vote-Shyam Saran Negi from Himachal Pradesh - turns 100 in 2017!


1953 Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit is elected as the first woman president of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). She is one of the only three women to have ever governed the assembly.


1954 The Bharat Ratna and the Padma Vibhushan, India’s highest civilian awards are instated.


1955 The Indian Government enacts the Untouchability Offences Act, making untouchability a legal punishable offence.


1956 Dr Homi Bhabha creates Asia’s first atomic reactor, Apsara, at the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC).


1957 Mehboob Khan’s Mother India, starring Nargis and Sunil Dutt, is released. It becomes the first Indian film to be nominated for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film in the US.


1958 Milkha Singh comes first in the 440-yard race at the Commonwealth Games and becomes the first gold medallist at these Games from independent India.


1959 The 14th Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso, along with a number of refugees, flees the Chinese occupation of his country and comes to India. The Tibetan spiritual leader will go on to establish the Tibetan Government in Exile at Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.


1960 Milkha Singh finishes in fourth place in 45.73 seconds in the 400 m final in the Olympic Games. This becomes the national record and is held for almost 40 years.


1961 Television is introduced in Delhi on 15 September. This is more than two decades after the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) began the first television service of the world in 1936. Programmes are broadcast twice a week, from a government-run channel named Doordarshan.


1962 What is considered ‘The golden era’ in Indian football comes to an end with the team reaching its highest ever ranking by winning gold at the Asian Games.


1963 The Bhakra-Nangal Dam, described as the ‘New Temple of Resurgent India’ by Jawaharlal Nehru, is built in Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh.


1964 Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister, considered to be the architect of the modern Indian nation-state, dies on 27 May.


1965 Doordarshan starts with a regular daily transmission as a part of All India Radio (AIR). It begins broadcasting a five-minute news bulletin.


1966 India elects its first (and only) female prime minister, Indira Gandhi.


1967 India swears in Zakir Hussain, the first Muslim president of India.


1968 Indian-American biochemist Dr Har Gobind Khorana shares the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine with two American scientists. This is the first Nobel to be given to a person of Indian origin after 1930.


1969 The first Rajdhani Express launches, connecting New Delhi with other important destinations (mostly State capitals).


1970 Bajaj Auto, India’s most famous two-wheeler and three-wheeler manufacturers roll out their 100,000th vehicle.


1971 Twenty-four years after its own independence, India helps Bangladesh to achieve independence from Pakistan through military intervention.


1972 Kiran Bedi becomes the first woman IPS Officer of India.


1973 The Indian government launches Project Tiger, India’s most successful animal conservation programme to protect the national animal.


1974 India conducts its first underground nuclear test ‘Smiling Buddha’ at Pokhran, Rajasthan, and becomes the sixth nuclear power in the world.


1975 ISRO launches its first satellite, Aryabhata. The satellite is named after the mathematician-astronomer from the Indian Classical age.


1976 The abolition of bonded labour through the ‘Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act’ is a landmark step towards achieving social justice.


1977 With the end of 21 months of Emergency, thirty years of Congress rule ends with the victory of the Janata alliance of parties.


1978 Durga, the first test-tube baby in India, is born as a result of the efforts of Dr Subhash Mukherjee, born in Hazaribagh, Bhihar.


1979 Mother Teresa is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her work with the poor in India.


1980 Prakash Padukone becomes the first Indian to win the men’s singles title at the All England Championship.


1981 Indian scientists synthesize their first drug - Tromaril. India will go on to become the world’s third-largest pharmaceutical industry.


1982 India’s first scientific expedition to Antarctica lands on the frozen continent and sets up a scientific station named Dakshin Gangotri.


1983 Under the leadership of Kapil Dev, India wins its first Cricket World Cup.


1984 Rakesh Sharma becomes the first Indian in space on board Soyuz T-11. In the same year, Bachendri Pal becomes the first Indian woman to ascend Mount Everest and the fifth woman in the world to achieve the feat.


1985 The Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, commonly known as TADA, becomes the first anti-terrorism law legislated by the Government to define and counter terrorist activities.


1986 P.T. Usha, often called the ‘queen of Indian track and field’, smashes records on her way to a historic medal haul (four golds and one silver) at the Asian Games.
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1987 India’s first debit card is introduced by Citibank and the first ATM installed in Mumbai by HSBC.


1988 Vishwanathan Anand becomes India’s first Chess Grandmaster by winning the Shakti Finance International chess tournament held in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.


1989 Justice M. Fathima Beevi becomes the first woman judge to be appointed to the Supreme Court of India.


1990 lraq invades Kuwait at the orders of Saddam Hussein. Air India helps evacuate 175,000 people from Kuwait and Iraq in the world’s largest ever civil evacuation effort.


1991 A New Economic Policy (Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization), introduced by Prime Minister P.V. Narsimha Rao and Finance Minister Manmohan Singh, is implemented to tackle the country’s economic crisis.


1992 India launches its first independent satellite, Rohini D1, from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.


1993 Only two years after the economic crisis, The International Monetary Fund (IMF) ranks India as the sixth largest economy in the world.


1994 Sushmita Sen and Aishwarya Rai win the Miss Universe and Miss World title respectively, winning hearts everywhere. The same year, the first heart transplant in India is performed by Dr Venugopal at AIIMS, Delhi.


1995 On 15 August, Videsh Sanchar Nigam Limited (VSNL) formally launches the Internet for the Indian public.


1996 23-year-old Leander Paes wins the bronze medal at the Atlanta Olympics - India’s first individual Olympic medal in 44 years.
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