








[image: Cover Image]


















[image: ]














Contents





Note to teachers


Note to students


Where do people live?


  1 The Earth – part of the galaxy


  2 The Earth’s rocks and landforms


  3 The Earth’s bodies of water and the water cycle


  4 Locating places


Making homelands


  5 Early people


  6 Early civilisations and Caribbean settlers


  7 Where do people live today?


  8 Why do people migrate?


Climates of the world


  9 Weather and climate


10 Hot, wet climates


11 Hot, dry climates


12 Cool climates


13 Cold climates


Production and distribution of goods and services


14 Producing to meet needs


15 Raw materials for goods and services


16 Trading partners


17 Distributing goods and products


Tourism


18 World travel


19 Tourist attractions


20 Promoting tourism


21 What are the benefits of tourism?


Identity and organisations


22 National and regional identity


23 Regional organisations


24 International organisations


World concerns


25 Environmental issues


26 Social issues


Acronyms for organisations


Vocabulary


Index


Acknowledgements












Note to teachers





Social Studies explains how human beings organise themselves to live in their environment. This book will help your primary school students become familiar with their wider environment – that is, the world or global community. It will also help them to understand how and why people live in different regions of the world, and how they depend on one another to meet their needs and wants.


The theme for this level is ‘Our World Community’. This is the fourth book in a series of four. In Book 1, the theme is ‘Our Local Community’; in Book 2, ‘Our Country Community’ and in Book 3, ‘Our Caribbean Community’.


The content is conceptual in nature. This means that the main ideas can be applied to any community. The content also reflects a common core of the curriculum in Social Studies for this level in the eastern Caribbean sub-region and other Caribbean territories. The topic ‘Environmental issues’ is an important part of Social Studies education. It focuses on important concerns about our global environment.


One important feature of this book is the guided discovery approach, using a variety of stimuli – pictures, maps, graphs and charts. The book is student-centred and activity-oriented. It provides many opportunities for students to acquire knowledge of Social Studies concepts and practise related skills. Concepts of identity, interdependence, co-operation and change are used throughout the book to keep students in touch with living experiences. Continuing from the other books in the series, it focuses on encouraging critical thinking, oral communication, interpretation and writing skills.


The method of presentation is designed to get every student involved in his or her learning. This helps to make Social Studies an enjoyable and memorable experience. Continue to revive the child-centred learner within yourself! Answer the questions and do the activities … you will discover that this book has made Social Studies concepts and skills teachable and learnable.


Marcellus Albertin


Marjorie Brathwaite












Note to students





Hello there!


Here is another book that will help you to enjoy Social Studies.


There are some things in this book to read about, some things to think about and some things for you to do.


There are also lots of things for you to talk about. Do not be afraid to talk. You must talk to let your teacher and your classmates know what you think. If you talk about things, you will find it easier to write down your ideas.


You will notice the following symbols in the book.
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This tells you that there is something to talk about.
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Activity time!


This tells you that there is something to do. These are activities. We know that you like to do things!
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Words that are printed like this are explained in the vocabulary at the end of the book.


This book is about living in the world. It will help you to understand that:




	
•  early groups of people discovered things that have helped us to develop our way of life today


	
•  different physical environments lead people to live differently in many countries of the world


	
•  people all over the world have the same basic needs


	
•  people all over the world depend on one another for goods and services.





Enjoy learning from this book! What you have learnt from all four of your Caribbean Primary Social Studies books will help you to get ready to learn Social Studies, History and Geography at secondary school.


Marcellus Albertin


Marjorie Brathwaite












1 The Earth - part of the galaxy










[image: ]


[image: ] What will you learn?


When you have worked through this unit, you will know that:




	
•  the Earth is a part of our solar system and our galaxy


	
•  the Earth’s surface is covered by land and water


	
•  areas of land and water are unevenly distributed on the Earth’s surface


	
•  different parts of the world have different climates


	
•  different types of vegetation grow in different parts of the world.
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The Earth is a planet and it moves, or ‘revolves’, around the Sun. It is one of the planets in our solar system. All of the planets in our solar system revolve around the Sun. Our solar system is a part of the Milky Way Galaxy. It is called the Milky Way because of its appearance when viewed through a telescope.
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What do you see in the illustration and picture? Discuss what you see with your classmates.
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Our moon revolves around the Earth as it revolves around the Sun. Other planets have similar moons that revolve around them.
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Describe what you see in the photograph to your classmates. Why is the moon important?
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Look at the photograph above. It shows the Earth and the moon as seen from a satellite in space.


The Earth is home to over seven billion people. The world’s population is predicted to become nine billion by 2030. The Earth provides us with our basic resources for life. We need to preserve and protect it for ourselves and future generations.




The Earth’s surface


The surface of the Earth is made up of two separate parts. We call one part land and the other part water.


Look at the photograph above. Which can you see more of – land or water?


Now look at this pie chart on the right. What percentage of the Earth’s surface is covered by water? What percentage is covered by land?
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The land


The world’s population lives on the huge land masses and the thousands of islands that make up the land surface of the Earth. The large land masses are called continents. Continents are large land masses that are divided into countries.
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Activity time!




	
1  How many continents can you name? Make a list and then check it against the map below.


	
2  Between which two continents is your country located?
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Activity time!




	
1  Find the equator on the map and on your school globe.



	
•  Which continents are entirely in the northern hemisphere?


	
•  Which continents are entirely in the southern hemisphere?


	
•  Which hemisphere has more land area – the northern or southern hemisphere?







	
2  Use your atlas to find the names of six islands that are not in the Caribbean. Name the continents where these countries are found: Australia, Egypt, Mexico, France, Venezuela and Kenya.
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Activity time!


Look at the bar graph. It shows the size of each continent. The size, or land area, is measured in millions of square kilometres.




	
1  What is the size of the largest continent?


	
2  Which continent is about 10 million square kilometres?


	
3  Which continents are larger than 20 million square kilometres?


	
4  What is the area of Eurasia (Europe and Asia together)?
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Islands are also different sizes. The largest island on Earth is Greenland, which is to the north-east of North America.
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The water


Oceans are the largest bodies of water on the Earth’s surface. Seas are smaller areas of water, which are sometimes formed where parts of a land mass or many islands enclose a portion of the ocean. Bays and gulfs are formed where the land curves. Some other natural water features that are found throughout the Caribbean and the world include waterfalls, geysers, rivers, swamps and lakes. People alter the natural environment for their benefit by building dams and canals.
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What is the name of the longest river in the world and where is it located? If you visit another country, which natural features would you like to see? Which special waterway connects the Pacific Ocean to the Caribbean Sea through Central America?
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Activity time!


Trace a simple map of the Caribbean area. Mark on it the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.
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Activity time!


Find a map of the world in your atlas. Play a game of ‘Look’ with your partner. See who can find the most oceans and seas.
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Like continents and islands, the Earth’s bodies of water are also different sizes. The largest is the Pacific Ocean. Its area is over 180 million square kilometres – larger than all the continents put together. You will learn more about the different bodies of water in Unit 3.







The poles


The northern and southern ends of the Earth are called ‘poles’.
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Most of the land around the South Pole is covered with ice and snow all year round. The South Pole has become an important place for scientific research programmes on the Earth’s climate. Many environmental groups use the Atmospheric Research Observatory (ARO) to research climate change.
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Use an atlas or a globe. How does the region at the North Pole differ from that of the South Pole? In what way(s) are the regions at the poles similar?
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The Earth’s climate and vegetation


Different parts of the world have different climates. This is partly because of their position in relation to the Sun. The two coldest places on Earth are the North and South Poles. The nearer you go to the equator, the hotter it becomes. Some parts of the world also receive more rainfall than other parts.


Different plants grow in different parts of the world. Where the climate is hot and wet there are large tropical rainforests. Where it is hot, but not wet enough for trees to grow, there are grasslands. Where it is hot and dry, there are deserts. Forests also grow in cooler climates, further away from the equator. Near the poles, where the temperature is extremely low, there is very little vegetation. You will learn more about this in Units 9 to 13.
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How would you describe the climate of the Caribbean? What sort of vegetation grows well in the Caribbean? Why is this so?
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Which of the places in the photographs above receive more rainfall than the other? How can you tell?
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[image: ] Points to remember




	
•  Land covers about 30 per cent of the Earth’s surface, and water covers about 70 per cent.


	
•  Continents and islands are different sizes.


	
•  Bodies of water are also different sizes.


	
•  Different parts of the world have different climatic conditions and different vegetation.
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2 The Earth’s rocks and landforms
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[image: ] What will you learn?


When you have worked through this unit, you will know that:




	
•  the Earth’s surface is made up of separate plates that slowly move around


	
•  there are different types of rocks, which have been formed in different ways


	
•  plate movements and different types of rocks give the land surface different shapes.
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Have you ever wondered what happens beneath the Earth’s surface? What would you find if you could cut the Earth in half? Share your thoughts with the class.
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The structure of the Earth
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We can compare the Earth to an egg with a cracked shell. The shell is the Earth’s surface layer, or crust. Like a cracked eggshell, the crust is made up of separate pieces, or plates. These plates float on the Earth’s mantle (much like the egg white). The top of the mantle is made up of melted rock. The plates move around a few millimetres each year.
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Activity time!




	
1  Draw a circular cross-section of the Earth. Label the four layers.


	
2  What do we call the area where two plates meet?
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In what ways is the Earth similar to an egg with a cracked shell? With what else can you compare the Earth?


[image: ]













Plate movements


As the plates move around slowly, some drift apart, some move together and others grind past one another. Earthquakes occur and volcanoes and mountains are often found at the plate boundaries.
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Where plates move apart, magma (or melted rock) from inside the Earth comes to the surface through volcanoes. Magma that reaches the surface of the Earth is called lava. When the lava cools, it creates new crust.


Where thick plates collided in the past, they buckled at the edges and formed mountains.
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Look at the map on this page. Why do you think there are earthquakes and volcanic eruptions in the Caribbean?
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Activity time!




	
1  In a small group, find out the names of some places where volcanoes have erupted and where earthquakes have happened. Use newspapers, encyclopedias and the internet.


	
2  Mark the places on a copy of a world map and draw the plate boundaries.
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Types of rocks


The Earth’s crust is made up of different types of rocks that have been formed in different ways.




	
•  Igneous rocks have been formed from magma that has come from the Earth’s mantle out of volcanoes. Igneous rocks are generally hard. Basalt and granite are examples of igneous rocks.


	
•  Sedimentary rocks were formed from large areas of vegetation, mud or sand that have turned into rocks over thousands of years. They include limestone, coal and sandstone. Some of these rocks may contain fossils (which are the remains of animals and plants). Coal is made from the remains of dead plants that have been buried over many years. Over many years, the dead plants have turned into coal under the heat and pressure of sand and mud.


	
•  Metamorphic rocks are igneous or sedimentary rocks that have been changed by high temperatures or by great pressure. These include diamonds, which are formed from coal when it has been under very high temperatures and pressure. Metamorphic rocks are generally hard. One exception is graphite, which is used in making pencils.
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Activity time!




	
1  With your teacher’s help, find out about the most common types of rock in your country. Are they igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic? Look for samples of them. Make a display in your classroom.


	
2  Draw and compare the rocks you have found.
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Rocks formed long ago were worn down by wind, water, ice and extreme temperatures over time, until they eventually formed soil. The harder rocks, such as granite, wear down more slowly.
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Activity time!


Find out more about different fossils and how they are formed.
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Activity time!


Find some examples of old buildings or rocky surfaces near your home or school that look as if they have been worn down. Draw them in your notebook. How do you think they were worn down?
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Landforms


The different landforms on the Earth’s crust are a result of several things:




	
•  the movements of the plates that form the Earth’s crust


	
•  the hardness or softness of different types of rock


	
•  what has happened to the different rocks over time.





The diagram below shows some of the most common landforms.
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In Caribbean countries, the different landforms stretch over short distances. On a continent, however, a landform (such as the Canadian Prairies) may stretch for several kilometres.
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Activity time!




	
1  Use your atlas to find two mountain ranges. How long is each one?


	
2  Can you name any mountainous areas in the Caribbean? Look them up in your atlas.


	
3  Trace a world map and mark the locations of these mountain ranges: Andes, Alps, Atlas, Himalayas and Rockies.


	
4  The key on a physical (relief) map of the world will show you the height of mountain ranges above sea level. Copy and complete the table below:









	Mountain range

	Continent

	Height above sea level (at highest point)






	Andes

	South America

	Over 5000 m






	Alps

	 

	 









	
5  Can you name any large areas of flat land? Use your map and find six areas. The key will show you the land’s height above sea level. Draw a table like the one above, but use the heading ‘Area of flat land’ instead of ‘Mountain range’.
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People and landforms


Landforms are important for people. Towns and cities are most easily built in valleys or on areas of firm, flat land called plains. These flat areas or plains are also best for the construction of highways and airports. Crops are mostly grown on flat land, where it is easier to use technology (machines) for planting and harvesting.


Some people use hilly land for settlements (for example, in the Andes) and terrace the hillsides to grow their crops. People also build bridges across rivers and tunnel roads through mountains to connect with other communities.
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What landforms are there in your country? Can you see any of these from your school? How have people used these landforms?
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Activity time!


Find the names of six countries along the Andes mountain range. Why did people choose to live in the mountains?
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