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For Steven Lenton and Big-Eared Bob.


My family pack.


—S.B.
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Roll up! Roll up, one and all! Follow the band and feast your person-peepers on the GRRReatest show in town!


Welcome to P.T. BARK-HAM’S waggy-tail-tastic circus!


You won’t believe the lick-a-lumptious things you’ll see. Grab yourself a bucket of popping-cornies… whatever that is… and come take a seat for the show of a lifetime!


Watch the muscly-mastiffs lifting the mightiest of weights!
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Marvel at the tumbling toy poodles and the clowning corgis!
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Gawp at the fearless French bulldogs on the flying trapeze!


Then maybe take a walk around the carnival? You could try your luck on the ring toss or take a trip to see Madame Nose-A-Lot in her spooky tent. Her sniff-a-licious snout can snuffle-out your fortune in a jiffy.


If you’re feeling brave, take a deep breath and meet Mr. Reek. His pungent perfume is revolting to humans but all kinds of whiff-tastic to any woofy-watchers in the audience!


Yep! P.T. BARK-HAM’S circus is the best-best-BESTEST thing you’ll ever see. It’s better than tummy rubs!


OH, WHO AM I KIDDING? Nothing is better than tummy rubs! Ha ha!


Now, I bet you NEVER would have guessed…’cause I’m a master of doggy disguise… but I’m not really P.T. BARK-HAM! I was just yankin’ ya tail!


Have you guessed who I really am?


It’s me!
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Junior! How are you, my person-pal? I can’t even begin to describe how good it feels to smell your human scent and know you’re holding my latest MUTT MANUAL in your five-fingery-digits.


So much has happened since you last read one of my books and… WAIT! What am I thinking? I’m getting way too excited and not concentrating. I can’t help it… I’m SO barky-brained sometimes.


Maybe you haven’t read any of my AMAZING Dog Diaries before… if this is the first time our pawy-paths have crossed, we need a proper introduction, right?


HELLO! It’s great to meet you. You seem like the perfect person-type to be reading my newest adventure and OH, BOY is it a doozy!


Just in case you’re new to all this, my name is Junior Catch-A-Doggy-Bone and I live in a town called Hills Village with my very own person-pack. Ever since they rescued me from Pooch Prison and brought me into their great big kennel, it’s been Fun with a capital F!


I’ll introduce you…


There’s Mom-Lady…
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She’s in charge of the Food Room and buys the treats. I love having her around.


Then there’s Jawjaw…
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Watch out for this pawty pooper. She’s a little snappy at times and likes to call me a ba… a bad… a bad do… do… dog! I can barely bring myself to say it! UGH!


Grandmoo’s a howly hoot!
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She gives me the scratchiest scratches behind my ears.


Then there’s… AH… I saved the best for last, my person-pal! My tail has already gone into waggy overdrive at the thought of saying his name.


The BESTEST pet human a dog like me could wish for…


RUFF!
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Have you ever heard a lovelier, more mutt-tastic name in your whole licky-life? ME NEITHER!


We’ve had the most TERRIFIC adventures together… sometimes howl-arious… sometimes jaw-janglingly scary… but Ruff has always been there to share a treat or two and curl up with at the end of every action-packed day. SIGH!


Anyway, what was I saying? I got a little distracted there for a moment. If I do any more daydreaming about my paw-fect pet human, I’ll be happy-dancing all week… then I’ll never get to tell you my story.


Now, I know what’s going on in that non-barky-brain of yours. You’re scratching your human head right now, wondering why I was pretending to be P.T. BARK-HAM: RINGMASTER EXTRAORDINAIRE.


I’ll explain everything, my furless friend, I promise.


Are you sitting comfortably? Good!


Do you have extra snacks to keep your taste buds tingling while you read? You do? Good!


It all started yesterday…
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