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			Introduction

			Maybe it’s because my mom was a teacher, but I’ve always felt a certain responsibility around crafting. Not just to do it and show others the projects I create, but also to teach people how to make them. I truly believe that anyone can be creative; it just takes some practice and commitment (and even a few fails). It’s not necessarily something you will be instantly good at. 

			One thing that helps people learn how to be makers is to start with simple supplies so that they aren’t intimidated. And that leads me back to why I started a blog on washi tape. I saw how easy it was to use, how pretty it was, and a lot of potential for many projects. I’ve always had an affinity for Asian-inspired style and design, so when I saw my first roll of washi tape, the creative wheels started turning. I honestly think I got my first roll of washi tape for free, and when I started the blog Washi Tape Crafts, I hadn’t even used it that much. But as I did with one of my other craft blogs, Mod Podge Rocks, I decided that part of my learning process would occur while I was writing the blog posts. I would try out projects and experiment, and feature others doing the same thing. 

			When I began my blog, I didn’t see that many people using washi tape (outside of other bloggers), but now it’s starting to become somewhat of a craft cultural phenomenon. Major retailers sell these fun-patterned tape rolls, and we all just grab them off the shelves with maybe a few ideas of how to use them. And honestly the question I get asked most often is, “I love washi tape, but what can I do with it?” 

			I really want you to have a great experience with washi tape and this book—I know you’re going to love playing, experimenting, and generally being creative. I encourage you to “go crazy” with your tape and not be afraid. Washi tape is truly one of those craft supplies that is “no fail,” and there aren’t very many that can be said about. 

			We’ve included several rolls of washi tape with this book. If you make a project, I’d love for you to share it with me at amy@washitapecrafts.com. I get absolutely thrilled to see what others are making with washi tape, because there really is no end to the possibilities. Now enjoy the book and get washi’ing!
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			Chapter 1 

			Tools and Techniques

		

			One of the great appeals of washi tape is that it is so easy. It’s fairly foolproof. But there are still particular tools and techniques that will all but guarantee crafting success. As with any craft, it’s wise to be prepared.

			What Is Washi Tape?

			I get this question a lot, so let’s start at the very beginning: Washi tape is a low-tack tape, traditionally made of paper, that’s most commonly used in craft projects and design work. In Japan, where it originated circa 2006, it’s simply known as “masking tape,” but in its short and prosperous life in the United States, it has become known as washi tape (wa meaning “Japanese” and shi meaning “paper”). Today, many people use washi tape as a generic term to describe any patterned tape on a small roll that is tearable and repositionable, even if it’s not technically made of paper—but true washi tape is paper-based.

			In Japan, washi is commonly made using fibers from the bark of the gampi tree, the mitsumata shrub, or the paper mulberry; it can also be made using bamboo, hemp, rice, and wheat. Though washi tape is made of paper fibers and is easy to tear, it is surprisingly strong—once it’s on a craft project, washi tape holds up nicely to wear. I think it’s just magical!

			How to Use This Book

			I’m excited to share the 110 washi tape projects in this book with you—they represent a variety of styles, types, and looks, ranging from very easy (requiring only a few supplies) to more advanced (requiring a few more supplies—and maybe a little more time). Use this book as an inspirational tool to guide your own washi tape projects. You can complete the project exactly as it’s shown, but I encourage you to customize the idea to your needs, to get creative, and—most important—to have fun!


				Why Do I Love Washi Tape?

			Oh, let me count the ways. . . .

			• Washi tape comes in an unbelievable number of color and pattern combinations.

			• It’s very easy to use—you simply pull and tear (or cut) it, and you can start creating!

			• Each roll is slightly transparent, so painted or colored paper backgrounds will show through.

			• It’s temporary and removable; there’s no goo left when it’s peeled up.

			• All sorts of surfaces look good with washi tape, and it has lots of craft applications.

			• Washi tape is reusable and biodegradable, and it’s made from renewable resources. 



			How to Use Washi Tape

			One of the main reasons washi tape is so popular is that it’s very easy to use. You simply cut or tear it off the roll and smooth the tape onto the surface of your choice. I really like how the torn edges of washi tape look on some projects. Other times a clean edge makes all the difference. It all depends on the look that you are trying to achieve.

			Washi tape is temporary on most surfaces and does not leave a sticky residue—but always test if you aren’t sure. You’ll typically need a sealant to make the look more permanent. Throughout the book, I’ve included instructions for making washi tape longer lasting if required for a project.

			What Will It Stick To?

			What I love about washi tape is that it sticks to nearly anything! Washi will adhere to a surface temporarily, and it can be peeled off easily if you decide to remove it—and once it’s on a surface, you have the option of making it more permanent with an extra step or two. You can use washi tape on a variety of surfaces, including:

			• Paper and papier-mâché: scrapbook paper, cardstock, printer paper, cardboard 

			• Wood: picture frames, wooden utensils, doors, pencils, craft sticks

			• Glass: jars, cups, vases

			• Ceramic: mugs, plates, plaques, tiles

			• Metal: kitchen appliances and refrigerators, watering pails, buckets, bicycles

			• Walls (both painted and not painted)

			• Cork 

			What Won’t It Stick To?

			The following surfaces are difficult (but not impossible) to stick washi tape to. If you see the tape peeling off, you might need a more permanent solution—such as a decoupage medium—to keep the washi tape in place. But that is the wonderful thing about washi tape: If you find yourself in a situation where the tape doesn’t stay put, it’s that easy to peel it up and start over. 

			• Fabric: You can use washi tape on fabric for temporary decor (for example, a table runner for a party—see Tumbling Gems Table Runner), but, because washi tape isn’t washable, you’ll need to remove it before you clean your item.

			• Plastic: Washi sticks to plastic, but it might peel back over time. You’ll likely need a sealant such as a decoupage medium to keep it down.

			• Spheres and tapered surfaces: Washi tape is straight and flat, so putting it on any surface with a curve, however slight, will cause ruching (the tape will gather, pleat, and stick to itself).

			Sizes and Styles

			Washi tape, like most tape, comes in rolls. The most common size available is ⅝" wide with 25' to 26' of tape. However, as washi tape has become more and more popular, companies have started producing different sizes, so if you look hard enough, you might be able to find widths such as ¼", ¾", and 3". I’ve even seen sheets of washi tape! 

			In terms of colors and patterns, the choices are endless. Just about every time I’m shopping for supplies, I see a pattern I’ve never seen before. And then I feel that tug: yet another roll I must have! My personal philosophy? You can never have enough washi tape!

			What Can You Make with It?

			The answer is: pretty much anything. Despite there being well over 100 projects in this book, it’s only the tip of the washi-tape iceberg, because once you feel comfortable with the material, you can mix and match techniques to make hybrid projects, combine techniques, and so on—the possibilities increase exponentially.

			What Do You Need for the Projects in This Book? 

			Obviously, you need washi tape! The rolls of tape that come with this book are meant to jump-start your project making. (Look at the list of retailers  if you want to get more tape—and you will!) But you’ll also need some easy-to-find tools to work with. These are the most common supplies that I use to complete my washi tape projects. I like to have them on hand for any project I’m doing. 

			• Washi tape (make sure you have the correct sizes and patterns recommended for each project)

			• Scissors

			• Ruler

			• Craft knife 

			• Self-healing cutting mat

			• Decoupage medium or other similar basic glue or sealant

			• Pencil

			• Permanent marker

			• Cleaning supplies appropriate for the item you’re crafting onto: paper towels, rubbing alcohol, cotton balls, and so on (washi tape sticks best when the surface is free of fingerprints, dirt, dust, and any other residue)

			You don’t need these next supplies for every project, but I use them frequently. They are always in my craft stash and available when I need them.

			• Acrylic paint

			• Hole and craft punches 

			• Computer, scanner, and printer

			• Craft glue

			• Spray adhesive

			• Hot glue gun

			• Stencil tape 

			• Floral or beading wire

			Basic Techniques

			There are several specialized techniques that you can use with washi tape, beyond simply tearing and applying to a surface. Here are some of my favorite techniques—you may find that you’ll need to refer to these pages in specific projects. All of them are relatively easy, some may take a bit of practice—but I promise you’ll master them in no time.

			Tearing or Cutting

			Washi can be cut or torn in different ways to create a decorative edge on either the short or long end of the tape. Every time you use washi tape, you’ll be cutting or tearing it, so it’s important to master the different techniques.


				Tearing Rough Edges
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			It’s that simple: Just tear the tape with your fingers. Ripping it gently will create a ragged edge that can make your projects look more rustic and homemade. 

			

						
			Cutting Clean Edges

			Use standard craft scissors or a craft knife to create a clean edge with washi tape, whether square, diagonal, pointed, or swallow-tailed. You can also cut washi tape (or sheets of washi tape) to make strips that are smaller in width. Just place a ruler on top (with the piece you want to use visible) and run a craft knife along its edge. 

			

						
			Cutting Complicated Edges
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			For more complicated decorative purposes, though, place the washi tape onto freezer paper, wax paper, or vellum, and then cut it. The tape peels off these papers easily when you’re done. 

						

			Cutting Decorative Edges

			Use specialty craft scissors to create a variety of edges, from serrated to rounded to lacy and more. As with complicated cuts, place the washi tape on a relatively nonstick surface, like freezer paper, wax paper, or vellum before cutting so that the tape peels up cleanly to restick on your project.


			Wrapping

			To completely cover a surface with washi tape, you can simply wrap washi tape around the item. Here are a few methods.

				Spiral Wrap 
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			1 Start the tape at the base of the surface, at a slight angle to the bottom edge. Gently unroll the tape around the surface, maintaining the same angle to the bottom edge.
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			2 Repeat with a parallel pieces of tape. Trim the edges of the washi tape to fit the surface.

				

			
						Vertical Wrap
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			1 Tear off one strip of washi tape long enough to cover the surface vertically, then press it down so it’s overlapping each edge. 
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			2 Continue adding tape in this way, working your way around the surface until it is completely covered. You may overlap the columns of tape, align the tape alongside the previous piece, or even leave a space in between pieces.
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			3 Trim the edges of the washi tape to fit the surface. 

						

	
			Horizontal Wrap
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			1 Start at the base of the surface, and wrap washi tape around the item horizontally until it overlaps itself. Trim the end with scissors. 
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			2 Continue adding tape in this way, until you reach the top. You may overlap the rows of tape, align the tape alongside the previous piece, or even leave a space in between. 
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			3 Trim the tape at the top edge with a craft knife if necessary. 

						


			Creating Corners 

			Any time strips of washi tape intersect, it’s an opportunity to introduce a design element. Sometimes you’ll want the washi tape to meet in a corner, and, in that case, here are a few different techniques you can use.

			Mitered Corners 
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			1 Place two pieces of washi tape perpendicular to each other, meeting in a corner. Smooth down. 
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			2 Place a ruler on the 45-degree diagonal where the two pieces of washi intersect and cut, on the diagonal, through both layers of tape. Note: Corners need not be right angles to be mitered—any intersection of tape where a clean point is desired is fair game! 
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			3 Use your fingers or tweezers or peel off the excess washi tape. (You’ll have to peel back one of the pieces of tape in order to remove a scrap piece, then smooth it down.) 

						


			Overlapping Corners 
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			1 Place two pieces of washi tape perpendicular to each other, meeting in a corner. Smooth down. 
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			2 Cut along the outside edges of the corner so the tape ends are flush with the edges. 
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			3 Use your fingers or tweezers to peel off the excess washi tape. 

						


				Abutting Corners 
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			1 Place two pieces of washi tape perpendicular to each other, meeting in a corner. Smooth down. 
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			2 Cut along the outside edges of the corner so the tape ends are flush. Then cut along the inside edge of one of the pieces of tape so the adjacent tape end is flush with the inside edge. 
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