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ROAD TRIP


The first paved road was seven-and-a-half miles long and six feet wide and was built in Egypt. Made from slabs of sandstone, limestone, basalt, and pieces of petrified wood, experts believe it dates back 4,600 years to the time the great pyramids were built. Ancient Egyptians used the road to transport basalt blocks from the stone quarry to a nearby lake. The blocks were then floated across the lake, which connected to the Nile, where they traveled to a site in Giza.
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LETHAL INJECTION


Southern Africa is home to the fastest snake alive—the black mamba, an extremely aggressive reptile that can reach top speeds of up to twelve miles per hour. It moves along flat land with the front third of its body elevated as high as four feet off the ground, which makes it easier to move rapidly. Animals that fall prey to the black mamba die within minutes; a human might last up to four hours. No matter who or what gets bitten, the fatality rate is close to 100 percent.
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YEOW!


The United States Postal Service reports that postmen really do get bitten by dogs with some regularity, at a rate of over 3,000 chomps—and at a cost of over $25 million to the USPS—each year. The best advice for postal carriers is either to avoid or transfer out of the Metropolitan Los Angeles area, known as the “Dog Bite Capital” to the cognoscenti.














“WHERE SHALL FREEDOM RING?”


From Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech




“And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!


“Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado! Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California!


“But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!


“Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!


“Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.


“And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!’”
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HONOLULU hosts the only royal palace in the United States. The Iolani Palace, built in 1882 by the last king of Hawaii, King David Kalakaua, remained a royal residence until the monarchy was overthrown in 1893—though it served as capitol of the provisional government, republic, territory, and state of Hawaii until 1969. It is now a museum.














LONG DIVISION


A continental divide is a ridge or elevated area that directs the flow of water running into adjacent drainage basins.




• North America is one of the only continents with two divides. The Western Continental Divide, often called the Great Divide, runs from British Columbia into the United States along the Rockies, continuing southward into Mexico and Central America. The Eastern Continental Divide runs through the Appalachian Mountains, separating land draining east to the Atlantic Ocean from land to the west, draining to the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico.


• South America is split by the Andes Mountains, which run nearly the full length of South America, divide land draining west into the Pacific Ocean and east toward the Atlantic.


• Australia has fairly indistinct water and mountain boundaries and is surrounded by water, making it difficult to define a single divide.


• Europe and Asia’s continental divides are equally difficult to distinguish because they both contain a number of large bodies of water into which rain falls and drains, including the North, Black and Baltic Seas, and the Arctic and Atlantic Oceans.


[image: 9781402792137_0007_001]














WHERE’S THE GAME?


In May 1874 the first intercollegiate football game under American rules (not soccer or rugby) was played: Harvard vs. McGill in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Home team ruled.














LONG MAY SHE WAVE


According to Presidential Proclamation, or in some cases, U.S. law, the American flag is always displayed at the following locations:




Mount Slover limestone quarry, in Colton, California, by act of Congress. The first flag was raised on July 4, 1917.


Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, in Baltimore, Maryland, by Presidential Proclamation, July 2, 1948.


Flag House Square, Albemarle and Pratt Streets in Baltimore, by public law approved March 26, 1954.


United States Marine Corps Memorial (Iwo Jima), Arlington, Virginia, by Presidential Proclamation, June 12, 1961.


Lexington, Massachusetts, Town Green, by public law approved November 8, 1965.


The White House by Presidential Proclamation, September 4, 1970.


The Washington Monument displays fifty U.S. flags around its perimeter; by Presidential Proclamation, July 6, 1971.


United States Customs Service at ports of entry that are continuously open; Presidential Proclamation, May 5, 1972.


National Memorial Arch, Valley Forge State Park, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, by public law approved July 4, 1975.


In addition, the American flag is presumed to be on continuous display on the surface of Earth’s Moon, having been placed there by the astronauts of Apollo 11. The first flag was replaced because the force of Apollo 11’s return to lunar orbit knocked the flag down.














FORECAST: DRY


Antarctica is the world’s largest desert, covering over 5.5 million square miles. Deserts are generally described as an arid region that either receives less than ten inches of rain per year or where the potential evaporation rate is twice as great as the precipitation. The world’s largest deserts:


















	Desert

	Square Miles

	Rainfall/Year (inches)

	Temp (°F)





	Antarctica 



	5,500,000+ 



	<2 



	-129–58+







	Sahara 



	3,500,000+ 



	< 5 



	55–135+







	Arabian 



	1,000,000+ 



	4–20 



	30–129+







	Gobi 



	500,000 



	<2.7–8 



	40–113+























LESS—AND MORE—THAN ZERO


The equator is at 0 degrees latitude and is 24,901.55 miles long. The Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn each lie at 23.5 degrees latitude—the Tropic of Cancer is located at 23.5° north of the equator and Tropic of Capricorn lies at 23.5° south.


Brazil is the only country that passes through both the equator and a tropic. The word tropics is most commonly used to describe the area bound by the Tropic of Cancer on the north and Tropic of Capricorn on the south.
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ISRAEL is ineligible to sit in on the United Nations Security Council because it is the only member nation that is not a member of any regional UN grouping.














TINY TERRITORY


The 10 smallest countries in the world...
















	Country

	Land Mass/ Location

	Type of Government





	Vatican City 



	0.17 sq. mi. 
Holy See, Rome, Italy 



	Pope has executive power







	Monaco 



	0.75 sq. mi. 
French Mediterranean, near Nice, France 



	Constitutional monarchy







	Nauru 



	8.2 sq. mi. 
Pacific island



	Republic







	Tuvalu 



	10 sq. mi. 
Nine small islands

scattered in Western Pacific



	Constitutional monarchy with parliamentary

democracy







	San Marino 



	24 sq. mi. 
Surrounded by Italy



	Republic







	Liechtenstein 



	62 sq. mi. 
Between Austria and

Switzerland



	Hereditary

constitutional

monarchy







	Marshall Islands 



	70 sq. mi.
North Pacific



	Constitutional

government in

free association

with the U.S.







	St. Kitts and Nevis 



	104 sq. mi.
Caribbean Sea 



	Constitutional

monarchy







	Seychelles



	107 sq. mi.

Indian Ocean



	Socialist

multiparty

republic







	Maldives



	115 sq. mi.


Indian Ocean



	Republic
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“EVERY MAN A REMBRANDT!”


This was the promise from the team that created one of the biggest fads of the 1950s: paint-by-numbers. Its invention is attributed to Max S. Klein, owner of the Palmer Paint Company of Detroit, Michigan, and his partner, artist Dan Robbins, who also conceived the idea and actually designed many of the early paintings. The first kits appeared in 1951 under the Craft Master name, and by 1954 it had become a full-blown craze, with twelve million kits sold.


Robbins said the idea had come to him from something a high school teacher had mentioned: Michelangelo often mapped out portions of a work-in-progress (including the Sistine Chapel), numbering the parts so he could remember the colors later. Robbins proposed abstract art for the debut kit, as was the fashion of the day, but America’s new artistes preferred landscapes, seascapes, animals, and, yes, clowns.
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BOSTON LIGHT was the first lighthouse in America, and the last one to be automated.














WHERE’S THE WINNER?


There’s a long-standing argument about the world’s longest place name. Here are the choices:




Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch




This Welsh town’s name means “Saint Mary’s Church in the hollow of white hazel near a rapid whirlpool and the Church of Saint Tysilio near the red cave.” Though often called simply Llanfair PG, natives point out that the railway station, which opened in 1848, has a fifteen-foot sign sporting all 58 letters.




Tetaumatawhakatangihangakoauaotamateaurehaeaturipukapihimaungahoronuku pokaiwhenuaakitanarahu (92 letters)




This is a hill on New Zealand’s South Island. The name is said to mean “the place where Tamatea, the man with the big knees, who slid, climbed, and swallowed mountains, known as land eater, played his flute to his loved one.” This is featured as the world’s longest place name in The Guinness Book of World Records, but Welsh proponents say it’s not commercially used, and is, after all, only a hill.


And Thailand has entered the fray with the 167-letter “poetic name” of Bangkok:






Krung thep mahanakhon bovorn ratanakosin mahintharayutthaya mahadilok pop noparatratchathani buriromudomratchanivetmahasathan amornpiman avatarnsathit sakkathattiyavisnukarmprasit










This is considered by many to be an unfair addition to the contest, as it is more of a lengthy description of Bangkok from a loving resident’s eye, and is not in popular use; most often it is abbreviated to Krung Thep, or “City of Angels.” The translation is:


The land of angels, the great city of 
immortality, various of devine gems, 
the great angelic land unconquerable, 
land of nine noble gems, the royal city, the pleasant capital, 
place of the grand royal palace, 
forever land of angels and reincarnated spirits, 
predestined and created by the highest devas.
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WHO ARE YOU CALLIN’ YANKEE?


Astronomer Charles Mason and surveyor Jeremiah Dixon were hired by the British courts to settle a property dispute in the colonies about two pieces of land: one which Charles I of England had given to Lord Baltimore, and the other that Charles II had gifted to William Penn. From 1763 through 1767, the surveyors undertook this enormous feat, and finally the Mason-Dixon Line was defined as the boundary between Pennsylvania and Maryland running between latitude 39°43'26.3''N and latitude 39°43'17.6''N. The survey was completed to the western limit of Maryland in 1773; in 1779 the line was extended to mark the southern boundary of Pennsylvania with Virginia (now West Virginia). It was only during debates over the Missouri Compromise in 1820 that Congress began to popularize the Mason-Dixon Line as the boundary dividing “free states” from “slave states.” Today it remains a colloquialism for dividing the North from the South.














A WORLD OF ITS OWN




Where everything isn’t as it should be . . . or is it?


Bizarro World is a place populated by accidental, imperfect duplicates of Superman, Lois Lane, and their friends. Back in a 1959 edition of DC Comics, Superman’s archenemy Lex Luthor botched an experiment with a duplicator ray, producing a chiseled, chalk-faced version of Superman. Complete with superpowers, he was not evil, but due to his lack of intelligence, he was somewhat dangerous. Feeling rejected, Bizarro, as he was called, moved to his own planet, Htrae, which is shaped like a cube and is, of course, the word Earth spelled backward. Superman constructed an ugly, chalkfaced Bizarro Lois mate for him, and Bizarro used an “ancient advanced technology” to populate his planet with countless replicas of himself and his lady love. They lived according to the strict, backward Bizarro Code:
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