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INTRODUCTION


National 5 English


Welcome to Essential SQA Exam Practice for National 5 English. The aim of this book is to prepare you for the National 5 English exam by progressively building your skills in understanding and answering exam questions. You will find advice on the different question types that you will encounter in the exam papers, as well as model answers, Practice Papers and marking schemes.


To gain the most out of this book, it is recommended that you work your way through all the exercises. However, if you need to focus on certain skills as a matter of priority, you can find these areas in the book and work on those first. It is important to note that this book contains a number of articles and passages from a variety of Scottish texts. It would benefit you greatly to familiarise yourself with these before attempting to answer any questions.


Structure of the book


The materials included in this book are in two sections:





1  Practice Questions



2  Practice Papers





By working through Section 1, you will build up the necessary skills to successfully answer the practice examination questions in Section 2.


Practice Questions


This section outlines the different question types that you will be asked in the Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper, as well as looking at the types of questions you will be asked in the Scottish Set Text Section of the Critical Reading Paper. The questions are arranged by type and will look at the key areas and skills that will be assessed. This section can be picked up at any time, and you can focus on any areas you may be finding difficult. You will be given handy hints and tips to hone your skills throughout this section.


How to answer


Each set of questions in this section starts with a short commentary, which describes the question type and gives some support in answering it. The commentary built into the answers for the Practice Papers will help too.


Practice Papers


This section contains two full practice exam papers worth a total of 70 marks each. These will give you experience in answering the types of questions that will appear in the final exam. These papers have been designed to be very similar to a typical National 5 question paper. In each Practice Paper, you will find a Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper worth 30 marks and a Critical Reading paper that is worth 40 marks. When you have completed them, you can look at the accompanying marking instructions, which will give you further guidance on how to improve your exam skills.


The course


The National 5 English course is designed to afford you opportunities to develop and apply key language skills in reading, writing, listening and talking. The National 5 course aims to enable you to develop the ability to:





•  listen, talk, read and write as appropriate to purpose, audience and context



•  understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in the contexts of literature, language and media



•  create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience and context



•  apply knowledge and understanding of language.





By engaging with a range of texts across a variety of genres, you will improve your skills in communication, develop your ability to think critically and learn skills that will enhance your creativity and imagination. The acquisition of these skills will allow you not only to be successful in the examination but, because of the integral nature of them, they will be useful throughout your life.



How the award is graded



This course is assessed through coursework and exams. The exam consists of two papers: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation, and Critical Reading. You will also produce a portfolio of writing. Although this is marked externally by SQA, you will work on your portfolio throughout the year with guidance from your teacher. You will need to produce two pieces of writing: one broadly creative in nature and the other broadly discursive. Combined, they are worth 30% of your final grade.


Finally, there is there is a mandatory performance-spoken language assessment. This will be internally assessed by your teacher. This does not count towards your final grade, but you must achieve the requirements before you can receive a final overall grade.


The table below outlines the timings and weightings for each element of assessment.
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The exams


Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation





•  Exam time: 1 hour



•  Total marks: 30



•  Weighting in final grade: 30%



•  What you have to do: read an article and answer questions about it.





This part of the exam involves reading an unseen non-fiction text. The questions are designed to test your ability on how well you can understand, analyse and evaluate the text. You will see these question types are indicated in the student margin of example questions.


Many of the passages used in the exam come from pieces of quality journalism, so it is a good idea that you become familiar with this type of writing before the exam. You can do this by regularly reading newspapers such as The Guardian, the Herald or The Times. If you do this habitually then you will improve your knowledge and understanding of language, which will also benefit your writing and overall word power.


Critical Reading





•  Exam time: 1 hour and 30 minutes



•  Total marks: 40



•  Weighting in final grade: 40%



•  What you have to do: Section 1: read an extract from one of the Scottish Set Texts which are set for National 5 and answer questions; Section 2: write an essay about a work of literature you have studied during your course.






Section 1



To gain the full 12 marks in the first few questions, you will need to use some of the same skills you use in the RUAE part of the exam, such as analysis of word choice, imagery and sentence structure. To gain the full 8 marks in the second question of Section 1, you will need to make connections between the extract and the rest of the text (drama and novels) or between the extract and another text by the same writer (short stories and poems). The examiner will be looking for three things:





•  Identification of ‘commonality’ as specified in the question (for 2 marks)



•  At least one relevant reference to and comment on the extract (for 2 marks)



•  At least two relevant references to and comments on the rest of the text (or other poems or short stories) (for 4 marks).





Your answer to this question can be written in bullet points or using a number of linked statements. Good marks can be obtained using either approach. You should decide which method you are most comfortable with and use it confidently.


Section 2


The Critical Essay section is worth 20 marks and you have the choice of answering on the following genres: Drama, Prose, Poetry, Film and Television Drama, or Language. You will have studied at least one of these genres and have practised essay writing in class. You should only attempt one question, and you must choose a question on a different genre from that chosen in Section 1. The Critical Essay is marked holistically and assessed on how well you make a genuine attempt to respond to literature you have studied. There are a range of marks available, but in order to do well your essay should be detailed and relevant.


To prepare for this part of the exam, you should revise the themes and central concerns of the text(s) you have studied, and the techniques used by the writer(s). You must use appropriate quotations to support your answer and you need to recall them from memory in the exam. Writing flashcards, creating a recording or mind-maps can help you learn your quotations. Find a method that works for you and stick with it. It’s important to have lots of ideas about at least one of the texts you have studied and use these to tackle the question you choose from the exam paper. You mustn’t use the exam question as an excuse to use an answer you’ve prepared in advance. Just remember to:





•  structure your essay carefully



•  stay relevant to the question
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