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CHAPTER ONE

A New Adventure

“This cake’s going to be really yummy,” said Lily Hart, stirring a creamy mixture in a large bowl. “Vanilla sponge is Mum’s favourite – and she loves raspberry filling.”

Lily and her best friend Jess Forester were in Jess’s kitchen. They were making a surprise birthday cake for Lily’s mother.

“Dad can put it in the oven for us when it’s ready to bake,” replied Jess.

“And we’ll cover it in candles and sugar roses and give it to Mum when it’s finished!” said Lily.

Jess and her dad lived in a cottage opposite Lily’s house, where Mr and Mrs Hart ran the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital. The two vets had set up the hospital in their garden and never turned a sick animal away. Lily and Jess loved helping with the little patients whenever they could.

“Miaow!”

Pixie, Jess’s kitten, suddenly sprang on to the counter The tiny tabby didn’t see the cake bowl. She skidded straight into the side of the bowl and it tipped over! Batter splattered all over the counter and all over her fur – right to the white tip of her tail.

“What a mess!” gasped Jess as Pixie’s cheeky yellow eyes peeked out from under the mixture. “But she looks so funny!”

“And so adorable,” giggled Lily.

Jess started wiping the mixture off Pixie before the mischievous kitten could eat it.
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Pixie wriggled from her grasp and ran to the window.

“What is it, Pixie?” asked Jess. She saw something moving outside and gave a gasp of delight. “Look, Lily!”

A beautiful golden-haired cat leapt on to the sill and pawed at the glass.

“Goldie!” exclaimed Lily.

“She must want us to go to Friendship Forest!” breathed Jess. She hung up her apron. “Come on!”

Whenever Goldie appeared, Lily and Jess knew they were going on a magical adventure. Friendship Forest was a secret place full of adorable little woodland creatures who lived in wonderful homes among the trees. And – best of all – they could talk!

“Wait,” called Lily. “We can’t leave the kitchen for your dad to clean.”

“Don’t forget, no time passes while we’re in Friendship Forest,” replied Jess, grinning. “We’ll clear up when we get back.”

Lily whipped off her own apron and dashed into the garden after Jess. The girls ran to greet their friend, but Goldie gave an urgent miaow and bounded away.

“Goldie seems worried,” said Lily.

“Let’s find out why,” said Jess. She had a horrible feeling that something bad had happened in Friendship Forest.
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They followed Goldie through the gate and down the side of Lily’s garden, towards Brightley Meadow. The girls caught a glimpse of the animal patients in their pens as they dashed past. A crow with a healing wing gave them a friendly caw from the aviary.

They leapt across the stream and into the meadow where a huge old oak stood. The tree seemed dead and forlorn, but as Goldie drew near it came alive. Every branch burst with bright, shiny leaves, goldfinches darted among the branches and bumblebees hummed around the pretty pink flowers below.

Goldie touched the bark with her paw and at once, two words became visible. Quickly, Lily and Jess held hands and read them aloud: “Friendship Forest!”

A door with a leaf-shaped handle appeared in the trunk. It swung open and warm yellow light spilled through.

Goldie hurried through the door. As the girls stepped into the light, they felt themselves shrink a little. The glow faded and now they were standing in the magical forest. Tiny, charming cottages were dotted about in a sunlit clearing. The air was full of enchanting birdsong and a gentle breeze made the trees wave merrily. Dandyroses sent out delicious scents of strawberry milkshake.
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