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Introduction


‘If you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right.’


Henry Ford


Self-belief is one of the most important factors when working for yourself. Another is having at your disposal all the insider know-how, shortcuts, top tips and best practice knowledge to give you and your business the very best possible chance of success.


Working for yourself isn’t easy – 95 per cent of all small businesses fail within the first five years – but you can stack the odds in your favour if you know how. Key to this are:


[image: image]    understanding the realities and requirements of working for yourself


[image: image]    robust, realistic planning and preparation.


By getting the inside track to working for yourself you’ll be giving yourself and your business every chance of success. You’ll need plenty of determination to see it through, but if you do you’ll soon discover that being your own boss is the most rewarding career of all.


The opportunity to decide what you do, when, how and where you do it, to dictate your future, and to keep all the rewards of your hard work is one that few of us can resist – as more than 3 million people in the UK alone have already discovered!


If you’re ready to quit the rat race and take control of your career, this book will guide you through all the necessary steps and provide you with all the ammunition you need to successfully begin working for yourself.




1 Do you have what it takes to work for yourself?


Going solo: should you take the plunge?


You may dream of working for yourself, but do you have what it takes to go solo? Will you thrive, or will you soon tire of the novelty? Do you have the personality, approach and outlook to succeed?


The move to becoming your own boss can certainly be exhilarating and liberating, but it can also be daunting and even terrifying.


Do you have what it takes to go solo?


[image: image]


This chapter will help you explore the issues you should consider before you take the plunge, and covers the following questions:


[image: image]    Do you have the right personality to be your own boss?


[image: image]    Who do you think you are and who do you want to be?


[image: image]    Do you understand your key personality traits?


[image: image]    What is psychometric profiling and is it really for you?


[image: image]    Who uses psychometric profiling?


[image: image]    Is there a ‘right’ personality type for working solo?


[image: image]    Which path should you choose?


Once you have the answers to these questions, you will be able to decide whether it’s a good idea for you to take the next step towards working for yourself.


Do you have the right personality to be your own boss?
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