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Ready for Adventure!

 

The Heart Tree

 

Coming Home

 

Under Attack!

 

A New Pixie Princess

 

Trixi Fights Back
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Boing! Boing! Ellie Macdonald, Summer Hammond and Jasmine Smith jumped up and down on the trampoline in Jasmine’s back garden. The sun was shining brightly in the clear blue sky.

“This is fun!” cried Ellie, her red curls bouncing around.

“Watch me!” Jasmine tried to turn a somersault but she ended up in a heap at their feet. “Whoops!”

Giggling, Ellie and Summer flopped down beside her. “It’s so warm!” said Summer pushing back her blonde plaits and fanning her face.

Jasmine rolled on to her back. “I feel like I’m going to melt.”
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Ellie grinned as she thought of a joke. “What do you call a dog on a day like this?”

“What?” the others said.

“A hot dog!” Ellie giggled as Jasmine and Summer both groaned. Ellie had a thought and glanced around to check that Jasmine’s mum wasn’t near the trampoline. “I wonder if it’s this warm in the Secret Kingdom at the moment,” she said in a low voice.

“Oh, I wish we could go there to find out!” said Summer longingly.

Jasmine nodded. “I really feel like going on a Secret Kingdom adventure today.”

“I feel like going on one every day!” Ellie grinned.

The three girls had a very special secret – they were the only people that knew about a magical world called the Secret Kingdom! Ellie smiled as she imagined its lush meadows, rolling hills, tall mountains and sparkling seas. They had made so many friends there – pixies, unicorns, mermaids and elves – as well as the lovely King Merry who ruled the land, and his royal pixie Trixibelle who looked after him. “Do you remember when Trixi made us small and we went to Glitter Beach and helped all the fairies there?” she said.

“Oh, yes,” breathed Summer. “It was amazing!”

Ellie sat up. “Why don’t we go and check the Magic Box now and see if Trixi’s sent us a message? Where is it, Jasmine?”

The girls always took it in turns to look after the Magic Box. At the moment, Jasmine was taking care of it. “It’s in my old ballet bag in my wardrobe,” Jasmine said. “Come on, we can get a cool drink at the same time.”

They jumped off the trampoline and ran into the house. Then they poured out some chilled apple juice into glasses and went up to Jasmine’s bedroom. Her walls were painted a bright pink, she had pretty pink netting over her bed and a stripy pink-and-white duvet cover. On her walls she had stuck up posters of pop stars and actresses and dancers.

“Oh, wouldn’t it be brilliant if there was a message for us from Trixi or King Merry?” Jasmine said as she finished her apple juice. Putting the glass down, she opened the wardrobe.
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Sparkling light shone out, even brighter than the sunshine outside. Summer gasped and Ellie nearly spilled her drink in delight! At the bottom of the wardrobe the Magic Box was sparkling inside Jasmine’s ballet bag. It could only mean one thing…

“There’s a new message for us!” cried Jasmine.

Summer ran to shut the bedroom door while Jasmine picked up the bag and pulled out the wooden box. Its sides were carved and studded with gems and there was a mirror set into its curved lid. Jasmine placed it gently on the floor and they all crouched down. Words were already swirling across the surface of the mirror.

Jasmine read them out, her heart beating fast:


 

“A glittering school with walls of white,

Heart Tree with leaves that shine so bright,

Pixies playing, leaves in the sky –

Guess the riddle, it’s time to fly!”

 


As she spoke the last word the box opened by itself and a map of the Secret Kingdom floated up, unfolding in front of them. All the pictures on it magically moved, showing what was happening in the kingdom as if they were looking at it through a window. The girls grinned as they saw the flags waving from the pink turrets of King Merry’s Enchanted Palace, mermaids splashing in the aquamarine sea and bubblebees buzzing near Bubble Volcano.

Summer sighed with delight as she looked at the familiar crescent-shaped island. “There’s only one place the riddle could mean. It’s got to be the Leafy Lands, where the Pixie Flying School is.” She pointed to a forest where tiny pixies were swooping around on leaves. A small white building with a golden roof was nestled between the trees. It had four sides surrounding an open grassy area in the middle, where tiny pixies learnt to fly their leaves.

“You’re right,” agreed Ellie. “The riddle says it’s a school and a place where pixies play…”
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“But I wonder what the Heart Tree is?” Jasmine added.

Summer grinned. “Hopefully we’ll soon find out!” She touched two of the gems on the box and the others did the same.

“Leafy Lands!” they all chorused.





There was a green flash and out of the Magic Box shot a little pixie riding on a leaf. She was wearing a green dress and had a chain of wild flowers on her golden hair.
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“Hello, girls!” she cried, flying the leaf over to kiss each of them on the nose, balancing on the leaf as if it was a surfboard.





“Trixi!” cried the girls.

“I’m glad you got my message,” said Trixi as the map folded itself back into the box and the lid shut with a snap.

“Is something wrong in the Secret Kingdom?” Ellie asked. They normally got messages when there was a problem that King Merry needed their help solving. Usually it was because his horrible sister, Queen Malice, had thought up a wicked plan to try and become the ruler of the Secret Kingdom. Luckily, the girls had always managed to stop her!

“Oh, no. Nothing’s wrong this time,” said Trixi.

“Phew!” said Summer in relief.

“So why did you send us a message?” Jasmine asked curiously.

Trixi beamed. “Because it’s a special time in the Leafy Lands. Tomorrow is Graduation Day – that’s the day that all the pixies who are ready to leave the Pixie Flying School get their own grown-up leaves. I thought you might like to come along and help us get ready. It’ll be lots of fun. Then tomorrow you could come to the ceremony. My little cousin, Petal, is graduating and she’s very excited.” Trixi gave them a hopeful look. “Would you like to come?”

“Oh, yes please!” the girls cried.

“Will you make us pixie-sized again like you did last time we went to the flying school?” Summer asked eagerly.

Trixi nodded. “You’ll have to be small to be able to explore the Heart Tree properly.”
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“What is the Heart Tree?” Ellie asked.

Trixi’s eyes sparkled in excitement. “That’s where I live – it’s my home!”
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Jasmine, Summer and Ellie grinned at each other – they couldn’t wait to see Trixi’s home! Trixi tapped the green pixie ring on her finger and called out a spell.


 

“Magic ring, take my friends three

As pixies small, to the Heart Tree!”

 



A sparkling cloud of light surrounded the girls, whisking them off their feet. They spun round and round, feeling themselves growing smaller and smaller until they finally landed with a bump on something soft and bouncy – a bit like Jasmine’s trampoline.

Summer opened her eyes and saw she was sitting on a wide green leaf that was floating in the air! She looked around for her friends and saw that Jasmine and Ellie were also on leaves beside her. Beautiful tiaras had appeared on their heads. Summer smiled and lifted one hand to touch it.
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Their tiaras appeared whenever they came to the Secret Kingdom and showed everyone that the girls were Very Important Friends of King Merry.
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“We’re flying!” cried Jasmine, starting to zoom around on her leaf.

On one of their other adventures they’d flown on pixie leaves. The leaves they were on now were just like the ones that young pixies used when they were learning to fly. They were broad and flat with turned-up edges like little walls. As Trixi swooped up and down, Jasmine stood up and tried to remember what to do to make the leaf go.

Lean to the left to make it go left, she thought, grinning with excitement as her leaf sped off. “Wheeeeeee!” she yelled.
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Summer sat on her leaf and looked around. They were so small now that the flowers seemed as tall as trees and the trees as tall as mountains! She saw a blue butterfly flutter up to a flower. It was as big as the leaf she was sitting on! She flew closer to get a better look. Summer loved all animals and it was amazing to see the beautiful details of the butterfly’s wings. Then she spotted a dragonfly and zoomed after it eagerly.
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