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Dedication



This book is dedicated to Katie, Stevie and Jamie, and to all the other angels, saints and blessed ones who guide, guard and protect me, especially Jude Thaddeus, Rita and Andre Bisset.


—Love, Mattie





















Dear Friends,





Mattie and his mother, Jeni, are two of the most extraordinary people we have been privileged to meet. As this book shows, Mattie, poet and peacemaker, is a gifted writer with a powerful message for those seeking hope, faith and answers. We thank God for blessing us with the opportunity to publish Mattie’s books and to help spread his messages of hope, peace, wisdom and insight to people everywhere.


But we could not have done it alone. We wish to acknowledge the following people for their help and support in producing this book: our mom, Shirley Shaw, for showing up at the office every day and leading the charge with joy and enthusiasm; our dad, Chuck Shaw, for keeping us organized and well fed during this busy time; Martha Shaw Whitley, our amazing sister for all of her hard work; Marissa L. Garis of the Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, DC, for introducing us to Mattie and Jeni; our webmaster, David Schaefer, for keeping our website constantly up-to-date; and Catherine Morrison in our office, for keeping the production line going. We also want to thank: Jeff Biggs; George Muriithi; Moshe Koenick; Ron Cofone; Lisa Delnegro; Kim Turpin Davis; Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI); Ron Landsman, attorney-at-law; Tim O’Brien, attorney-at-law; Sharon Taylor; and the Encouragers Class at First Baptist Church of Alexandria, VA, which planted the seed.


 


And, most of all, Mattie and Jeni.




Peter and Cheryl Barnes


Publishers







September 2001
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Foreword



Mattie Stepanek is my personal friend and one of the most remarkable young people I have ever known. He wants to be a peacemaker; and through his poems and own courageous example, he proves that finding peace within one’s self can lead to harmony among families, communities and nations. With wisdom and uncomplicated vision Mattie reminds us how easy it is to forgive others, to find something amazing even in the most trivial things and to celebrate the little gifts of life each day.


 


Journey Through Heartsongs will inspire readers of all ages with thoughts and images that bring both tears and expanded hearts.


 


—Jimmy Carter
Former U.S. President
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