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				INTRODUCTION 

			

		

		
			
				Astrology is all about the planets in our skies and what energy and characteristics influence us. From ancient times, people have wanted to understand the rhythms of life and looked to the skies and their celestial bodies for inspiration, and the ancient constellations are there in the 12 zodiac signs we recognise from astrology. The Ancient Greeks devised narratives related to myths and legends about their celestial ancestors, to which they referred to make decisions and choices. Roman mythology did the same and over the years these ancient wisdoms became refined into today’s modern astrology.

				The configuration of the planets in the sky at the time and place of our birth is unique to each and every one of us, and what this means and how it plays out throughout our lives is both fascinating and informative. Just knowing which planet rules your sun sign is the beginning of an exploratory journey that can provide you with a useful tool for life. 
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				Understanding the meaning, energetic nature and power of each planet, where this sits in your birth chart and what this might mean is all important information and linked to your date, place and time of birth, relevant only to you. Completely individual, the way in which you can work with the power of the planets comes from understanding their qualities and how this might influence the position in which they sit in your chart.

				What knowledge of astrology can give you is the tools for working out how a planetary pattern might influence you, because of its relationship to your particular planetary configuration and circumstances. Each sun sign has a set of characteristics linked to its ruling planet – for example, Gemini is ruled by Mercury – and, in turn, to each of the 12 Houses (see page 81) that form the structure of every individual’s birth chart (see page 78). Once you know the meanings of these and how these relate to different areas of your life, you can begin to work out what might be relevant to you when, for example, you read in a magazine horoscope that there’s a Full Moon in Capricorn or that Jupiter is transiting Mars.

				Each of the 12 astrological or zodiac sun signs is ruled by a planet (see page 52) and looking at a planet’s characteristics will give you an indication of the influences brought to bear on each sign. It’s useful to have a general understanding of these influences, because your birth chart includes many of them, in different house or planetary configurations, which gives you information about how uniquely you you are. Also included in this book are the minor planets (see page 102), also relevant to the information your chart provides. 
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				Our sun sign is determined by the date of our birth wherever we are born, and if you are a Gemini you were born between May 21st and June 21st. Bear in mind, however, that if you were born on one or other of those actual dates it’s worth checking your time of birth, if you know it, against the year you were born and where. That’s because no one is born ‘on the cusp’ (see page 78) and because there will be a moment on those days when Taurus shifts to Gemini, and Gemini shifts to Cancer. It’s well worth a check, especially if you’ve never felt quite convinced that the characteristics of your designated sun sign match your own.

				The constellation of Gemini is formed by 17 stars, including the bright star Pollux and the less bright star Castor. Although they were twins and the sons of Leda in Greek mythology, they had different fathers. Pollux’s father was a god, which made him immortal, while Castor’s father was mortal. But when the twins died, Zeus made Castor immortal so that they could be together forever in the night sky. 
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				Gemini is ruled by Mercury, the messenger of the gods able to move swiftly through the skies thanks to his winged heels, so this sign is gifted with a bright, intellectually sharp ability to communicate at speed and with wit. 

				An air sign (like Aquarius and Libra), Gemini has the airiness of flight, and can be rather flighty as a consequence, with something of a butterfly brain, able to flit from one topic to another, requiring the need to learn to focus without distraction. Gemini is also a mutable sign (like Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces), well able to adapt to new situations and respond to new ideas and people, and is mentally very adept at being able to spot and process new information. While Gemini is able to harness their thoughts at speed, they’re not necessarily the most thoughtful or considerate of the sun signs. With a tendency to flit quickly from one situation to the next, they can sometimes forget that others may need a little more time to catch up.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				opposite sign

				Sagittarius

			

		

		
			
				The sign  for Gemini shows two upright lines, joined at top and bottom, representing the twins but also the ability to harness the power of the mind to utilise information. It also depicts the lungs, associated with breathing air.
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				physical power

				Gemini rules the limbs of the upper body, particularly the shoulders and arms, but also the lungs.
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