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20th April 1996. Anfield Football Ground, Liverpool. The stadium is packed for the Liverpool v Everton Merseyside derby game. Suddenly, a huge roar erupts from the crowd as the teams run on to the pitch.

First out are the team captains and match day mascots. Today, Everton’s mascot is a ten-year-old lad with cropped ginger hair and freckles.
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Before the match begins the team mascot is allowed to have a few goes taking shots at the club goalkeeper. The Everton goalkeeper is Neville Southall who has played over 500 games for the club. Lots of match day mascots have fired shots at him. Some of them had hit the ball on target; others had missed the ball completely and a few had simply fallen over.

Today’s mascot watches the goalkeeper come off his line, then places the ball a little way outside the penalty area and takes a couple of steps back. His shot takes the goalie completely by surprise. It’s a very high chip shot; one that he’s been practising. Neville Southall stretches wide to his left to try and tip the ball over the bar, but he can’t quite manage it. The ball sails past his outstretched hand and lands in the back of the net. The young mascot punches the air in triumph.
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