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				The aim of this book is very simple. I want you to enjoy maps and learn a little something about our wonderful world in the process. Maps are a powerful visual way of exploring information. I don’t want to force my opinions on you or influence you politically. I just want you to have fun and delight in the marvellous illustrated maps that Margarida has created. 


				Each map is ultimately only an imperfect depiction of reality. The Polish American scientist and philosopher Alfred Korzybski taught us to never confuse the map with the territory it depicts. A map only displays a small portion of the endlessly complex world we live in. 


				Happy reading!
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				The World is a Cat Playing with Australia


			


		


		

			

				You might have looked at a world map many times before without noticing that it looks like a cat playing with Australia. You might need to squint your eyes a little to see it, but it’s certainly there. The cat’s head reaches from Russia, over Mongolia, to China, and Japan. Its right hind leg is South America, and its left hind leg is Africa. 


				The cat’s front leg stretches from Malaysia and Indonesia all the way to Papua New Guinea, and plays with the yarn ball that is Australia. The Alaskan city of Anchorage is the cat’s – well, let’s not bother about that…! Now that you’ve seen what the world really looks like, you can’t unsee it! It’s not uncommon to see a face, an object or 


				even a cat playing with a ball of yarn somewhere. When you see a face in a section of stones, scientists speak of a mimetolithic pattern. The tendency of seeing an object in a random pattern is called pareidolia. The term might be hard to remember but it’s a great opportunity to impress or annoy your friends with.
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				Pangea, When the World Was One


			


		


		

			

				This map takes us back to the distant past of our planet. About 300 to 150 million years ago the Earth's various continental plates were pushed together to form a single gigantic land mass, the supercontinent Pangea. This continent is where the first dinosaurs evolved. 


				The map shows the borders of present-day continents on Pangea. It's enormously inaccurate, 


				because back then a large part of the land we walk on today was still beneath the Earth's crust. But the map shows impressively how well the continents fit together – like pieces of a puzzle. 


				It might also make you wonder how these countries would get along with their new neighbours. Some would even become landlocked, or, like Switzerland, gain sudden 


				access to the sea. 


				South America and Africa fit beautifully together. To this day geographical features of the east coast in the Americas and the west coast in Africa are very similar. This is actually why scientists first suspected that continents might have moved around over the millions of years.
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