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WATCH OUT FOR OTHER FANTASTIC BOOKS IN THE DON’T LOOK NOW SERIES …

Book 1: Falling for it and The Kangapoo Key Ring

 

Book 3: Hair Cut and Just a Nibble

 

Book 4: Hobby Farm and Seeing Red








STORY ONE

A MAGICIAN
NEVER TELLS
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GROUNDED
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`You’re grounded, Ricky,’ said Mum.


 

‘Yes,’ said Dad. ‘In more ways than one.’


He gave me a meaningful look.


‘No movies.’


‘What?’


‘No Macca’s.’


‘That’s cruel.’


‘No swimming.’


‘Give me a break.’


Mum grabbed my phone and put it in her pocket.


‘No phone.’


I let my face do the talking.
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Mum snorted and walked out of the room.


Dad waited until she was out of earshot.


‘And no, you know what,’ he whispered.


‘Oh, Dad …’


He cut me off. ‘I mean it, Ricky. No flying.’


I stomped up to my bedroom and went over the whole thing in my mind. It was so unfair.


There was something wrong with me. I didn’t belong to the tribe. I was an outsider. I always wandered around at lunch time on my own. It was almost as if I were invisible.


I was lonely. I didn’t have one special friend. And I wanted one. A very special person.


And that very special person was…
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It was because of her that I was grounded.


Dad was driving into the automatic car wash when I spotted her. She was so cool sitting there with dark sunglasses and a high ponytail, listening to music.


I really wanted to say hello. Badly. So badly that I forgot where we were.
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I got soaked. Dad got soaked. And the seats of the car were ruined. And Dad bumped his head. And the car stopped, and wouldn’t start again.


So I was grounded.


And worst of all – the car-wash girl must have seen everything.


I mooched around home for a while and tried to think of a way out of my problem. Maybe if I sucked up to Dad he would cancel my punishment for the car-wash incident.


He was a pretty soft-hearted bloke really. And the only other person in the world who could fly.


Dad wasn’t perfect. But I loved him.


‘I’m sorry, Ricky,’ said Dad. ‘But your mother is upset about the car seats getting ruined. You have to stay home. You are grounded. You can’t leave the house.’
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And we both knew you couldn’t argue with Mum when she was angry.


I looked down at my shoes and sniffed. Dad put his hand on my shoulder.


‘Why don’t you put your tent up in the backyard?’ he said. ‘That might be fun.’




2

GOING UP
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It was a warm night and I could see the stars through the flap of my tent. Mum’s black-petal poppies were invisible, but I knew they were growing down near the back fence.
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It was good in the tent, but not much fun on my own.


I concentrated hard.


‘Up,’ I said.
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I lifted myself about thirty centimetres and plopped down.


‘Up,’ I said again.


Nothing happened. It was hard work flying. I always got tired after a while. I couldn’t just stay in the air forever.


I wished that someone could see me.





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Someone did.
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‘Ouch,’ I yelled.


‘Sorry,’ said Dad. ‘I didn’t know you would be flying. You have to be careful, Ricky. No one must see you fly. I’ve told you a thousand times. If you are seen you will fall to the ground.’


‘There’s no one around,’ I said.


‘What about Mum?’ he said. ‘She might see you.’


I nodded. ‘Why can’t we tell her that we can fly?’ I asked.
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