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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on page 4 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Case studies and located examples


Revision notes on case studies and located examples are included so that you can give specific details in your answers.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers can be found online at: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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Definitions and key terms


Here you will find some of the specialist geography terminology that you will need to know. The key terms are provided with clear, concise definitions.
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My revision planner


   Introduction


Component 1: The Physical Environment


1 The changing landscapes of the UK


2 Coastal landscapes and processes


3 River landscapes and processes


4 Glaciated upland landscapes and processes


5 Weather hazards and climate change


6 Ecosystems, biodiversity and management


Component 2: The Human Environment


7 Changing cities


8 Case study of a major UK city: Bristol


9 Case study of a major city: São Paulo


10 Global development


11 Resource management


12 Energy resource management


13 Water resource management


Component 3: Geographical Investigations


14 Geographical investigations: fieldwork


15 Geographical investigations: UK challenges


Glossary


Now test yourself and exam practice answers at
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes





Introduction



Revision technique


Revise actively


There is a large amount of factual detail that you have to remember for your Geography exam, and if you only sit and read through your work, you may not be able to remember it. Be active! Here are some activities that might help your memory:


Techniques for active revision





•  Rewrite your notes on flash cards.



•  Play music in the background. It helps your brain to foes and recall information.



•  Try to teach a topic to another person.



•  Talk to others - set up GCSE Geography discussion groups.



•  Move around as you revise, wander around your house or garden.





Revision tips





•  Switch off the internet. This stops you being distracted by social media sites and other websites.



•  Find your special place. Allocate a room in your house as a working space. Your bedroom is probably not the best place!



•  Do short bursts of revision and reward yourself. For example, do 20 minutes of revision for a reward of ten minutes on your favourite social media sites.



•  Relate work to an anagram or draw a diagram to help you remember.



•  Don’t forget to eat plenty of fruit and drink plenty of water.



•  Put information on sticky notes around your mirror. You will read them subconsciously as you clean your teeth.



•  Use practice papers and mark schemes for revision, in order to become familiar with the wording of questions and how you answered or should have answered them.



•  Think about where your weaknesses are and concentrate on revising for these topics.





Exam technique


Exam technique is all about how you complete the exam once you are in the exam room.





•  You should always read the front of the paper. This can sometimes be done while you are waiting for the exam to start if the paper is facing upwards on your desk.



•  When you are told to start the exam, do not waste time putting your name on the front. Instead, start immediately and then put your name on the paper at the end.



•  Do not waste time looking around the exam room; keep yourself focused, concentrating at all times.





Components 1 and 2 exam techniques


Each of these papers has 94 marks and a time limit of 90 minutes. Therefore, you must try to keep to about one mark every minute.


Both of the papers have three sections. You should not have not been prepared for all of the questions. Look out for the options; choose the one you have been prepared for and put a cross in the box to indicate you have answered that question. Remember, the papers are marked electronically and a computer knows which question you have answered by the cross you put in the box.


Component 1 – answer question 1 in Section A and choose two from the other three questions. You should then answer all questions in Sections B and C.


Component 2 – answer all questions in sections A and B but in Section C answer the first question and then one from the other two questions.


In Section C, one of the questions, usually the last, has extra marks awarded to it for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist terminology. It is a good idea to do this section first or second, do not leave it until last; at the end of the exam, you may be rushing or tired, and your spelling and punctuation will not be as accurate.


Component 3 exam techniques


This paper has 64 marks and a time limit of 90 minutes. Therefore, you will have slightly more time for each mark, about one and a half minutes.


In Section A, you will choose from either rivers or coasts in the physical environments section and in Section B, you will choose from either urban or rural in the human landscapes section.


In Section C, all questions must be answered. The last question has extra marks awarded to it for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist terminology. It might be a good idea to do Section C first so that this question is not done in a rush at the end of the paper.


Command words


Here is a list of common command words which may be used on the exam paper. It is a good idea to underline the command words and any other key words in the question. The table is in order of the amount of marks which is likely to be awarded for questions starting with that command word. For example, the command word state would normally have one mark whereas evaluate would be eight or more marks.
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Exam tip


Go through the sample assessment questions and any past papers on the Edexcel website to look at the range and balance of command words used.
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	Command word

	Definition






	Name, identify or state

	These command words require you to answer briefly, usually just one word, and are usually only worth one mark. For example, ‘give the grid reference for …’ or ‘name one type of sea defence’.






	Define

	You may be asked to define a term. The examiner will be expecting you to state the meaning of that term in a geographical framework.






	Calculate

	This asks you to produce an answer in numbers. It is a good idea to show your working out.






	Draw or plot

	These command words ask you to either do a diagram of a geographical feature or complete a graph.






	Label

	This is a simple descriptive comment which identifies something. If you are asked to annotate it means give a descriptive comment and an explanation.






	Describe

	This is a very common command word and requires you to give the main characteristics of something. Questions will often ask you to describe a photograph, a pattern on a graph or a map. You should write an accurate account of what you see but you do not need to provide a reason or justification for what you say.






	Compare

	This asks you to say in what way two or more things are alike, or different from each other. Remember to refer to both things and make a comment on their similarities and differences.






	Explain

	This is another very common command word. It is asking you to give reasons as to why something occurs.






	Suggest/give reasons for

	This is similar to ‘explain’ but sometimes there are varying reasons why something happens and there is not necessarily a right or wrong answer. The examiner will expect you to give more than one reason.






	Examine

	Look at the individual components and say why each one of them is important, how it contributes to the question and how the individual components work together and interrelate.






	Assess

	Decide the significance of something by studying all of the evidence. You should consider the importance of all the evidence and make sure you state which you think are the most important factors.






	Discuss

	If you are asked to discuss something, you will be expected to bring forward the important points of the argument which give the strengths and weaknesses of the different viewpoints.






	Evaluate

	Study the value of something. You should refer to all the factors which interrelate, draw on evidence and then make a judgement on which you think are the most important supported by evidence.







Mark schemes


Many questions are point marked. This means that each point you make is worth one mark. Longer questions which are worth more marks (eight marks normally) are marked using a levels mark scheme. Your answer is judged against the levels response and then a mark awarded in that level. It is a good idea to practise marking yours or your friend’s responses using levels marks schemes so that you can improve your responses.


An example levels mark scheme for eight mark questions






	Level/marks

	Expected response






	Level 1
1–3 marks

	Attempts to answer the question with some understanding of the interactions and relationships between places, people and environments. The argument is incomplete and shows a lack of understanding. There is little evidence to support the answer. There is very little evidence for the judgements that are made.
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